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abbreviations

beg beginning

ch chain

cm centimetre(s)

cont continu(e)(ing)

C2[4:6]B cable 2[4:6] back

C2[4:6]F cable 2[4:6] forward

Cr2B cross 2 back

Cr2F cross 2 front

dc double crochet

dec decrease(e)(ing)

foll follow(ing)

g st garter stitch (knit every row)

inc increas(e)(ing)

K knit

kw knitwise

LH left hand

M1 make 1: pick up strand between stitch just worked and next stitch on

LH needle and knit into back of it mm millimetre(s)

oz ounce(s)

P purl

patt pattern

psso pass slipped stitch over

pw purlwise

rem remain(ing)

rep repeat

rev st st reverse stocking/stockinette stitch (1 row P, 1 row K)

RH right hand

RS right side

skpo slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over

sl slip

sl st slip stitch/crochet

ssk slip 1, slip 1, knit slipped stitches together

st(s) stitch(es)

st st stocking/stockinette stitch (1 row K, 1 row P)

tbl through back of loop(s)

tog together

Tw2PL Twist 2 left purlwise

Tw2PR Twist 2 right purlwise

Tw2L Twist 2 left

Tw2R Twist 2 right

WS wrong side

wyb with yarn at back

wyf with yarn at front

yf yarn forward

yon yarn over needle

yrn yarn round needle



For guidance on the use of symbols such as ( ), [ ], and * * in knitting patterns, see here.


introduction

In recent years there has been a revival of interest in knitting. Top designers have demonstrated that this versatile craft is capable of producing on-trend, high-fashion garments and accessories. Yarn manufacturers vie with each other in producing yarns designed for a wide spectrum of knitwear – from classic designs, traditionally knitted in high-quality wool, to practical, easy-care garments for children to more extravagant, luxury pieces for going out in. In short, the creative possibilities of knitting have never been greater.

This book will introduce you to the pleasures of knitting and help you to develop the techniques you need to tackle any knitting pattern. ‘The basics’ provides information on yarns and the simple, inexpensive equipment required and describes the basic knitting skills: the knit stitch, the purl stitch, casting on and casting/binding off.

‘Knitting a project’ shows you how to follow a knitting pattern and construct a garment. Once you have grasped the simple but crucial principle of achieving the right tension/gauge and can shape a fabric and pick up stitches, you can consider yourself a capable knitter.

The following three sections will greatly enlarge your repertoire of techniques, enabling you to produce appealing textured fabrics including cables, bobbles and smocking; tubular fabric and medallions and the whole variety of multicoloured effects.

‘Embellishments’ demonstrates how you can use decorative techniques and trimmings to give a plain knitted garment a distinctive finishing touch. This is followed by a section containing a variety of sophisticated techniques – such as invisible casting/binding on and off, grafting and working a hem – which will increase your expertise and give your work a professional finish.

All of the sections include a collection of stitch patterns appropriate to the topics covered in them, and throughout this book you will find hints for making your knitting easier and more successful.
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