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PREFACE

Wine is an invitation to go on a journey. This book bears witness to that trip. The road begins with discovery of the extraordinary diversity of grape varieties and terroirs that exist all over the world. It then introduces you to the people involved and the work they accomplish in countless vineyards and wine cellars. Finally, it takes you into the world of wine tasting and reveals the incredible variety of wines on every continent.

I am dedicated to learning about the wines of the world. I have spent a good part of my life in this pursuit, and I continue to study the development of the many, diverse vineyards with immense curiosity. Driven by a quest for new terroirs and grape varieties, I have visited several regions and on every occasion have learned a great deal, both on a cultural and a personal level. Today, I am aware that every continent displays a desire, even an obsession, to produce the finest wines.

There is no doubt that the traditional vineyards of Europe, represented in particular by France, but also by Italy and Spain, still occupy a leading position as a result of their history, culture, traditions, and scale. However, many of us have yet to discover the fascinating diversity of vineyards in Central and Eastern Europe. Some countries in the Middle East also show good potential, with the emergence of small, ambitious wineries. And what about all the New World wines that arrived on the shelves of our supermarkets and our wine shops starting some 25 years ago, transforming the economic landscape of wine production? There are beautiful estates to explore, whether in Chile or Argentina, and each embarked on the hunt for new terroirs suitable for producing ever more concentrated, balanced wines. Lastly, we watch with interest as India and China develop significant wine projects. The fact that Asia is as interested in producing wine as it is tea represents a real sea change. But wine inspires aspirations everywhere. New countries are introducing viticulture, and a huge variety of wines are out there for us to investigate.

This book will help you discover the diversity and richness of wines produced throughout the world. I also hope it will inspire you to rediscover familiar wines as well as to explore those with unexpected aromas and flavours.

Olivier Poussier
World’s leading sommelier
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