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1.   Whose first book, published in 1971 and revisited in 2008, was How to Cheat at Cooking?

2.   Who was leader of the Labour Party from 1983 to 1992?

3.   Which pirate radio station first transmitted from the North Sea on 28th March 1964?

4.   Magyar is the native name for the official language of which country?

5.   George I was the first king of which house to rule Great Britain?

6.   The winners of the 2008 Mercury Prize shared their name with which part of the body?

7.   Who was Supreme Commander of the Allied forces on D-Day?

8.   Which policeman was shot dead in the film The Blue Lamp but resurrected for television?

9.   Which DJ and former Old Grey Whistle Test presenter has the nickname “Whispering”?

10. The film Brief Encounter makes heavy use of which composer’s Piano Concerto No 2?

11. Mrs Dalloway, Orlando and To the Lighthouse are works by which writer?

12. Which band’s The Chain, from their Rumours album, has been the BBC’s long-time theme tune for motor racing coverage?

13. In which 19th-century war did Britain, France and Turkey fight against Russia?

14. Who is the official messenger from the House of Lords to the House of Commons?

15. Which designer founded Habitat in 1964?

16. Willy Lott’s house forms the backdrop to which painting by John Constable?

17. Which actress, nicknamed “America’s Sweetheart”, married Douglas Fairbanks Sr after a three-year affair in 1920?

18. Which Argentinian won five of the first eight Formula 1 World Championships?

19. The former name of which capital city is also that of a breed of goat, cat and rabbit?

20. What name is given to the ballet step where a dancer jumps into the air and crosses their legs before and behind each other a number of times?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Which perennial, with grey/green foliage and yellow or orange flowers, can be used to sooth cuts and burns and promote skin regeneration?
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1.   Who founded the Boy Scouts?

2.   Which singer created the alter egos Ziggy Stardust and Aladdin Sane?

3.   Who discovered the moons Europa, Io, Callisto and Ganymede, which orbit Jupiter?

4.   Which poet wrote the unfinished work The Canterbury Tales?

5.   Who wrote the bestselling 1988 book A Brief History of Time?

6.   What is the capital of Saudi Arabia?

7.   Oil of vitriol is an alternative name for which acid?

8.   Which typeface shares its name with a hall in a Sherlock Holmes novel?

9.   How is Lord Marmaduke Bunkerton better known in a long-running comic strip?

10. In heraldry, which colour is referred to as sable?

11. In the world of public finance, for what is HMRC an abbreviation?

12. Which famous singer spent only two hours on British soil, at Prestwick Airport changing planes?

13. Who created Sergeant Cuff, one of the earliest detectives in fiction, in his novel The Moonstone?

14. What is the name of the river that goes over Niagara Falls?

15. Which Shipping Forecast area was renamed Fitzroy in 2002?

16. In the Bible, who was the brother of Moses?

17. Which fantasy novelist wrote about the Dragonriders of Pern?

18. Which three James Bond films have theme songs sung by Shirley Bassey?

19. As well as Charles Darwin, which Victorian naturalist also came up with the theory of evolution?

20. What house did Lord Lee of Fareham give to the nation in 1917?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

What does it mean if someone is said to “Have a nose to light candles at”?
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1.   Seville and Jaffa are types of which fruit?

2.   Who composed Rhapsody in Blue, An American in Paris and Porgy and Bess?

3.   Which satellite was used to broadcast the first television satellite transmissions and carry the first satellite telephone call?

4.   In which sport was the Milk Race run from 1958 to 1993?

5.   Roquefort cheese is made from which animal’s milk?

6.   Which country had the international car registration letter L?

7.   On which island is the ruined palace of Knossos to be found?

8.   The word perk, used for a benefit, is a shortened version of which other word?

9.   Who was crowned King of Scotland in 1306?

10. What was the name of the black panther, one of Mowgli’s mentors, in Kipling’s The Jungle Book?

11. Which famous actor appeared as a giant holographic image in the 1980s musical Time, 40 years after appearing on the cover of Time magazine?

12. The peninsula of Jutland lies predominantly in which country?

13. Which sport is being played in Henry Newbolt’s poem Vitai Lampada, which opens “There’s a breathless hush in the Close tonight”?

14. The Britannia Bridge crosses which stretch of water?

15. Which type of grass is often planted as a binding agent on sand dunes?

16. The unjust imprisonment of which soldier led Émile Zola to pen the famous open letter J’accuse?

17. Which German band had a number one single in 1982 with The Model/Computer Love?

18. Which doctor and man of letters took it upon himself to edit Shakespeare and remove anything he felt lacked propriety, his surname becoming synonymous with such prudish expurgation?

19. Which 1978 movie was advertised with the tagline “You’ll believe a man can fly!”?

20. For what is laser an acronym?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

What is the name of the unit used to denote how much of the sky is covered in cloud?
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1.   How many sides does a heptagon have?

2.   How many parts are there to Shakespeare’s Henry VI?

3.   Only The Lonely, It’s Over and Oh, Pretty Woman were UK number one hits for which singer?

4.   What was Archimedes doing when he famously shouted “Eureka”?

5.   Whose television roles include Ray Doyle, Judge John Deed and George Gently?

6.   Who wrote the Barsetshire and Palliser series of novels?

7.   The Micra and Qashqai are models made by which motor manufacturer?

8.   Although also an actor and director, in what capacity was Busby Berkeley best known in cinema?

9.   Who painted Henry VIII and Sir Thomas More as well as The Ambassadors with its mysterious distorted skull?

10. Seán and Eoin are Gaelic variants of which name?

11. Who said in a cricket commentary “The batsman’s Holding, the bowler’s Willey”?

12. What was the name of George Gershwin’s lyricist brother?

13. As what was Bangladesh known until it gained independence in 1971?

14. What was the only top ten hit for the Dave Brubeck Quartet?

15. Which two countries are to be found on the island of Hispaniola?

16. In which novel does the ship Hispaniola play a major role?

17. Which animal did Sir Alec Issigonis describe as “a horse designed by a committee”?

18. What was Shropshire officially called between 1974 and 1980?

19. Who was the Confederate President during the American Civil War?

20. The sangha is the monastic order in which religion?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

C4H10 is the chemical formula for which flammable gaseous alkane, usable in pressurised liquefied form as a fuel?
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1.   In Hamlet, what four words follow “to be or not to be”?

2.   Who developed the centigrade scale of temperature measurement?

3.   Tallinn is the capital of which European country?

4.   In what boat did Sir Francis Chichester circumnavigate the world in 1966–7?

5.   Of what was William Fox Talbot an early pioneer?

6.   Which football team were captained by Sócrates at the 1982 World Cup?

7.   Which virus is named after the region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo where it was first identified in 1976?

8.   What part of the body is affected by conjunctivitis?

9.   The Battle of Arnhem in 1944 was part of which military operation?

10. Who tells the tales of the 1001 Nights?

11. Under what name has singer Paul Hewson become a superstar?

12. Which duo provided songs for the 1967 film The Graduate?

13. And who played Mrs Robinson in the film?

14. Which holiday company once described itself as “the antidote for civilization”?

15. Which novelist wrote about Roderick Random and Peregrine Pickle?

16. Who holds the record of most Formula 1 World Championship runner-up placings without winning the title itself, with four?

17. Which band had top ten singles in the 1990s with All That She Wants, Don’t Turn Around and Cruel Summer?

18. What is the name of the Chimpanzee at the centre of the film Rise of the Planet of the Apes?

19. Which French château famously spans the River Cher?

20. Water is turned into heavy water by replacing its two hydrogen atoms with two atoms of what?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

What was banned from Football League grounds from 1921–71?
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1.   Which writer created the land of Narnia?

2.   In which country are the Islamic holy sites of Mecca and Medina?

3.   What is the name of the home ground of the Scotland Rugby Union team?

4.   Born Sannie Charlotte Carlton, which singer had a huge hit in 1994 with Saturday Night?

5.   What sort of creature was Jeremy Fisher in the works of Beatrix Potter?

6.   Which actor achieved fame as the scheming Paul Merroney in The Brothers and later played a Time Lord?

7.   A shag is a close relation of which other seabird?

8.   Who wrote and directed the 2003 film Love Actually?

9.   Who was the architect of the Guggenheim Museum in New York?

10. Timişoara and Constant, a are cities in which European country?

11. Who sang the title song to the James Bond film You Only Live Twice?

12. Where in the Solar System can the Cassini division be found?

13. Who designed both the wedding dress and coronation dress for Queen Elizabeth II?

14. Harewood House is situated eight miles north of which city?

15. Common Sense, Rights of Man and The Age of Reason were works by which radical?

16. Which artist was the shortest-serving President of the Royal Academy of Arts, dying after six months in the post in 1896?

17. In which battle of 1356 did forces commanded by Edward, the Black Prince, defeat the French?

18. How many playing pieces are there in backgammon?

19. Which 19th-century German composer was married to pianist and fellow composer Clara Wieck?

20. Which Welsh snooker player did Steve Davis defeat to win his first world title in 1981?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Sir William Randal Cremer was the first Briton to win what?
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1.   Who gave Excalibur to King Arthur?

2.   Which band share their name with a famous 1914 assassination victim?

3.   Who created the spy George Smiley?

4.   In which country is the headland Cape Horn?

5.   Who played Ron Weasley in the Harry Potter films?

6.   What name is given to paint mixed using egg yolk?

7.   What was notable about Neville Bonner’s election to the Australian Federal Parliament in 1971?

8.   Who abdicated the throne so he could marry Mrs Simpson?

9.   The 9,717-feet mountain Zugspitze is the highest point of which country?

10. In Scottish lore a Silkie is partly man and partly what animal?

11. Where would a toque be worn?

12. In which Woody Allen film does a character step out of the screen and romance a waitress?

13. On which firth does the naval base of Rosyth stand?

14. Which fictional element is deadly to Superman?

15. What was the name of the television series featuring Mountie Constable Benton Fraser’s adventures in Chicago?

16. Which Duke’s seat is at Floors Castle?

17. In Gaelic football, how many points is getting the ball into the goal worth?

18. In which Gerry Anderson series did the organisation SHADO appear?

19. Which Empress was born Sophia Augusta Frederika of Anhalt-Zerbst in 1729?

20. The Abbot, The Monastery, The Talisman and Count Robert of Paris are amongst the lesser-known novels of which writer?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Which Scottish composer was Principal of the Royal Academy of Music from 1887 to 1924?
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1.   Who was the first wife of Henry VIII?

2.   What is the name of the national airline of Germany?

3.   In which city is the Gorbals to be found?

4.   Ganymede, Io, Europa and Callisto are major moons of which planet?

5.   Austrian, Corsican, Monterey and Scots are varieties of which tree?

6.   How is the statue of Aphrodite of Melos more commonly known?

7.   Which fruit, used in salads, is also known as the love apple?

8.   The island of Capri is located 20 miles south of which Italian city?

9.   Frasier was a spin-off from which other comedy show?

10. A faucet is the American word for what item?

11. In which prison did Norman Stanley Fletcher, played by Ronnie Barker, serve his porridge?

12. What is the art of stuffing and mounting dead animals for display called?

13. After Scafell Pike and Scafell, which 3,117-feet peak is England’s third highest?

14. Which French town became a major pilgrimage site due to St Bernadette?

15. The lanner, laggar and peregrine are among the species of which bird?

16. Founded in 1826, the Pilkington company is best associated with which product?

17. Of what is the Tesla the SI unit?

18. Tesla Girls, Enola Gay and Joan of Arc were singles by which band?

19. On which island is the headquarters of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust?

20. Who painted the coronation portrait of George IV?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Which French composer, a member of “Les Six”, wrote the ballet les Biches?
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1.   What is the name of Radio 4’s current affairs programme broadcast at breakfast time?

2.   Blackpool Tower is modelled on which other famous tower?

3.   What name is given to a champagne bottle holding the equivalent of two ordinary bottles?

4.   Approaching Menace is the title of the theme music for which television programme?

5.   Which Alfred Hitchcock film did Gus van Sant remake, virtually shot for shot, in 1998?

6.   Which two fences are jumped only once in the Grand National?

7.   In which country were the failed banks Landsbanki and Kaupthing based?

8.   Which European capital city has a name that translates as Blackpool?

9.   What were Napier’s Bones used for?

10. What place in the Shetland Isles shares its name with the winner of the “Grand National that never was”?

11. In Coronation Street, how did Alan Bradley famously meet his demise?

12. Which organisation was founded by St Ignatius Loyola?

13. Of which country were Carol I and Carol II monarchs in the 20th century?

14. Although also a sculptor, Grinling Gibbons was famous for his expertise in which craft?

15. Which famous menthol lozenges are made by Lofthouse of Fleetwood?

16. The Vicar of Wakefield and She Stoops to Conquer are famous works by who?

17. Which supertanker ran aground off the Cornish coast in 1967, causing a major oil spill?

18. McKinley Morganfield was the real name of which blues singer?

19. What race was held at Aintree in 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961 and 1962?

20. Bibendum is the actual name of which famous advertising logo?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

How did Leicestershire hairdresser Bill Woodward and Computer Science student Cecilia Fung achieve fame of sorts in the 1970s?
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1.   Of what was Mars the Roman god?

2.   Which fictional traveller visited the islands of Lilliput, Brobdingnag and Laputa?

3.   Which actor plays Gandalf in Peter Jackson’s films based on The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings?

4.   Which doll was first made by Pedigree in 1963 as a rival to Barbie?

5.   Whose Ecclesiastical History of the English People is a major historical work of Anglo-Saxon England?

6.   In a nursery rhyme, who “kissed the girls and made them cry”?

7.   1.5 million litres of water pass every hour through the mouth of which variety of shark, the second largest of the species?

8.   Which Russian-American designer is credited with inventing the helicopter?

9.   Which famous objects are found in the Duveen gallery of the British Museum?

10. Amman is the capital of which country?

11. Kind of Blue and Sketches of Spain are notable albums by which jazz trumpeter?

12. Who wrote the 12-volume novel cycle A Dance to the Music of Time?

13. Whose 1630s painting A Dance to the Music of Time inspired the title of that novel cycle?

14. Which major-selling album was released as the first on a new record label on 25th May 1973?

15. Who designed the current Coventry Cathedral?

16. Ralph Rackstraw is the lead character of which Gilbert & Sullivan operetta?

17. Which Scottish town sits at the head of the 31-mile long Loch Linnhe?

18. Which order of monks is also known as the White Monks?

19. Which Sunday newspaper was founded by Lord Beaverbrook in 1918?

20. Who wrote the 1830 novel Paul Clifford, which opens with the infamous line “It was a dark and stormy night”?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

At which place in Italy did Pope Gregory VII humiliate Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV in 1077?
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1.   Accompanied by his valet Passepartout, who went Around the World in Eighty Days?

2.   Who was the first host of the BBC game show QI?

3.   Which nut is used to make marzipan?

4.   Which village in Sweden has four chemical elements named after it?

5.   Josip Broz, who used the name Tito, was dictator of which country until his death in 1980?

6.   Which French aperitif was first made in 1846, and was a favourite of the Queen Mother when mixed with gin?

7.   Which large flightless bird is native to South America?

8.   Who played the title character in the 1998 film Shakespeare in Love?

9.   Dutchman André Rieu is a popular performer on which instrument?

10. Griffin Park is the home ground of which Championship football team, nicknamed The Bees?

11. In which shop can you buy a Billy bookcase, or a Dave laptop table?

12. Which variety of rattlesnake shares its name with a missile that has been widely used since the 1950s?

13. With music by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, which musical is an updated American version of Romeo and Juliet?

14. Which artist caused a scandal with his painting Déjeuner sur l’herbe, which featured a naked woman picnicking with two clothed men?

15. In 1848 many people descended upon California after what was discovered at Sutter’s Sawmill in Coloma?

16. Which Irish poet and dramatist was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1923?

17. Which German vehicle manufacturer has a name that translates as “people’s car”?

18. Whose single Yeh Yeh was Britain’s first new number one single of 1965?

19. Despite its German-sounding name, Steinlager comes from which Commonwealth country?

20. The first husband of Henry VIII’s younger sister Mary was which French king?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Which regiment’s shield can be found on the flag of Swaziland?
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1.   Who played Baldrick in the Blackadder series on television?

2.   Rat Trap and I Don’t Like Mondays were number one singles for which band?

3.   What is the capital city of Libya?

4.   A leveret is the young of which animal?

5.   Which long-running play is set in Monkswell Manor?

6.   In which village in Britain is the National Motor Museum located?

7.   The original or standard version of Malibu consists of rum flavoured with what?

8.   The F12 Berlinetta and 458 Spider are amongst current makes of car by which manufacturer?

9.   Which leader of the Labour Party died of a heart attack in 1994?

10. In which country is the motor racing circuit of Spa-Francorchamps?

11. Which airship crashed near Beauvais on its maiden overseas voyage in 1930?

12. Francesco Guardi was an artist from which Italian city, of which he painted many views?

13. Which US President owned a cat called Socks?

14. Who developed the Little Black Dress as a fashion item in the 1920s?

15. How is the Flavian Amphitheatre better known?

16. The music for the Can-Can is the Galop Infernal from which Jacques Offenbach opéra bouffon?

17. Donald Pleasance, Telly Savalas, Charles Gray and Max von Sydow have all played which supervillain on film?

18. Which European country’s flag consists of three equal horizontal stripes of red, white and green in descending order?

19. Which UK city shares its name with the forename of the 21st President of the USA?

20. Augustus, the Bold and the Fair were nicknames for medieval Kings of France who shared which name?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

Near which town was the Battle of the Thames fought in 1813?
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1.   What is hit by a racket in the sport of badminton?

2.   Dry ice is a solid form of what?

3.   Which Greek spirit has a strong aniseed flavour?

4.   What are the names of the feuding families in Romeo and Juliet?

5.   John Nettles had played two detectives on television with a surname beginning with the letter B. Who are they?

6.   What was the surname of the Red Baron?

7.   Born David Evans, how is the guitarist with U2 more familiarly known?

8.   The Authorised Version of the Bible was first published in the reign of which monarch?

9.   Which Olympic rowing gold medallist later became a noted childcare specialist?

10. In which city is Leonardo’s famous fresco The Last Supper to be found?

11. Which Lewis Carroll character faded away until only the grin remained?

12. Of what organisation was J. Edgar Hoover the Director from its foundation to 1972?

13. Which French sauce consists of egg yolk, vinegar, lemon juice, butter and salt and pepper?

14. What would a casus belli be used to justify?

15. Which chemical element has the symbol Mn?

16. What sort of fish was Nemo in Finding Nemo?

17. How was Intelsat 1, the world’s first operational geostationary communications satellite, more commonly known?

18. Who did Hiawatha marry?

19. In an orchestra, which instruments are immediately to the right of the conductor?

20. At 2,880 square miles, which county is the largest in Ireland?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

When the M25 London Orbital Motorway was originally planned, it was intended that only the stretch south of the Thames should have this number. What number, later dropped, was intended for the motorway north of the Thames?
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1.   Who was the Wonder Horse in a 1950s television series?

2.   In which state is the city of Chicago?

3.   Which of the original Star Trek crew on television was played by George Takei?

4.   In which children’s series would you have found Madeleine the rag doll and Gabriel the toad?

5.   Which actor famously came out of a heat haze in Lawrence of Arabia and was a noted bridge player?

6.   Brideshead Revisited and Scoop are amongst the works of which writer?

7.   Which Canadian snooker player was the first to make a 147 break in the World Snooker Championships at the Crucible Theatre?

8.   What was founded by William Booth in 1865?

9.   Who trained Red Rum to three Grand National victories?

10. Founded in 1858 and based in Manchester, what is the name of Britain’s longest-established symphony orchestra?

11. Alexander Selkirk, an 18th-century sailor, was the inspiration for which novel?

12. In betting parlance, which music hall song is the slang for odds of 100–30?

13. The Roman natural historian Pliny the Elder perished in 79AD when overcome by fumes from which event?

14. Which mountain is the highest volcano in Africa?

15. Which British runner held the men’s outdoor 5,000 metres World Record from 1982 to 1985?

16. On which river does Toulouse stand?

17. What sport is played in America by the Denver Nuggets, New York Knickerbockers and Washington Wizards?

18. In a Beatles song, who “picks up the rice in the church where a wedding has been”?

19. Which King of Scotland is said to have turned his face to the wall and died at Falkland Palace after hearing of the birth of a daughter?

20. Which Ingmar Bergman film closes with a dance of death?


SNORTER OF THE WEEK

What were first displayed in the Holborn shop window of Thomas Johnson on 10th April 1633?
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