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It’s 1998, the first day of my first proper job. A man I’d only just met asked me to list the 10 greatest films ever made. I was caught off guard. I tried to remember what I’d seen. ‘Erm, Pulp Fiction… The Godfather… Part II… er… LA Confidential?’



As I stammered, he frowned. ‘Every man needs his top 10s,’ he said. ‘His 10 greatest films, albums, cars, footballers, newsreaders – you can tell everything about a man by his lists.’



I thought my new colleague had too much time on his hands, and he probably did, but when I returned to my desk and started working out my top 10 films, I realized he was right.



Most men live their lives by their lists. We might not mean to but we do. The greatest albums ever made? The best cities on the planet? The classic flavours of crisps? They’re all lodged in your brain, waiting to be listed, because at some point, someone will want to know. It won’t ever be a woman. Women love lists too, but their lists tend to cover the vital stuff that keeps the world turning, allowing us to sit back and ponder computer games and cheese.



The remarkable thing about lists is their ability to unite people with seemingly nothing in common. Ask the Prime Minister for his 10 favourite sandwich fillings and his list would be no more important than that of a man who sweeps the streets for a living.



That’s because the list is one of life’s great levellers. And because of that, lists help complete strangers find common ground. I was once introduced to a bloke at a barbecue who answered my every question with a ‘Yes’ or a ‘No’ and an awkward silence. By now I had my former colleague’s advice embedded in my mind so I cleverly steered him onto the subject of music, then asked for his top 10 albums. He rattled them out in no time, in order and in great detail, and the ice was broken.



Now I only mention this because last summer I was asked by a different man if I’d be interested in compiling a book of lists. My first thought was that he hadn’t been able to track down my former colleague so he’d opted for me instead. My second thought was that I’d better get cracking, because a book containing this many lists would take some work. And indeed it did. But six months later the book was complete and absolutely creaking with top 10s on every subject imaginable.



Some of the lists are based on hard, irrefutable fact, the rest are more subjective and open to argument. But what unites each and every one is the desire to inform and entertain. These lists will arm you with knowledge to carry around in your head, just waiting for that moment when somebody casually asks you to name your top 10 this or that. Because they will, and because it’s true: every man needs his lists.



(Speaking of which, Rob, sorry this has taken so long.)



The 10 greatest films ever made, according to me:



1 Carlito’s Way

2 Dazed and Confused

3 Pulp Fiction

4 This Is Spinal Tap

5 Grosse Pointe Blank

6 Casino

7 Pan’s Labyrinth

8 Boogie Nights

9 Tell No One

10 The Empire Strikes Back
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