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‘If you dropped the characters from Neuromancer into Womack’s Manhattan, they’d fall down screaming and have nervous breakdowns’

William Gibson

‘Womack astounds and entertains’

Publishers Weekly

‘A triumph’

Time Out


For my parents Ann Truitt Karrenbrock and Jack Womack, Sr
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Enter the SF Gateway . . .

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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INTRODUCTION

Certain novels establish their persistence in the wings of the theatre of literature. Relatively unheralded on publication, they acquire intense cults, individual champions, people who habitually pick up used copies in order to pass them on to friends. People who seriously wish to become novelists themselves tend to find books of this sort, because they learn to notice peculiar ripples on the surface of a given genre, evidence of unaccustomed depths perhaps, authentic experimentation, an unusual degree of genuineness, the articulation of the previously unarticulated, a true and enduring and unsettling novelty of creation.

This book has been, is, one of those. An outlier. An unfamiliar inhabitant of very personal lists of very bests. Frequently described as unforgettable.

Read it with comprehension and you will never forget Lola Hart, twelve-year-old middle class New Yorker, precipitously down-bound in a near future of presidential assassinations and martial law. Her voice will remain with you, and you will be the more adult for its presence, sadder for the knowing but richer in depth, in resonance. That is something certain books do for us, and this is one of them.

The book is Lola’s story, literally her diary, her voice its voice. Things happen to that voice, and what that voice becomes ultimately drives things, and the reader, toward something bordering on the literally unspeakable, some chill breath of hellwraith, incanted in a language you too will have become fluent in.

This is a coming-of-age novel and a catastrophe novel. The catastrophe, fantastically and hideously unfantastic, is one of an increasingly familiar Walmartian capitalism, every last brake removed: America third-worlded, its middle class gotten out of the way, the better for the world’s real business to be done.

The author builds this catastrophe not from the headlines of the 21st Century, which it more and more often eerily resembles, but from the fractal detritus of the late 20th. It is woven from the textures and terrors of an older, darker, weirder New York, a place many people are today nostalgic for. This lends it, now, a curious and wonderful effect, quite unlike the ordinary patina of quaintness we expect from any near-future fiction after a decade or three.

It is part of a truly remarkable set of novels usually referred to as the Dryco series. It was not the first to be written, but is the first chronologically, which would be the order in which I would recommend you read them: Random Acts of Senseless Violence, Ambient, Heathern, Terraplane, Elvissey, Going, Going, Gone.

Now go and find Lola.

Give her my love.

— William Gibson
Vancouver, 2nd May 2013
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