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  The Twilight Reign was never intended to be about one person  not even a group of people. For better or worse in literary terms, I didnt just want to do a series
  that followed Isaks story. He was the fulcrum about which history turned and changed, but that would be meaningless without the events themselves taking centre stage. Stories are about
  people first and foremost; Ive written that often enough in critiques of manuscripts, yet in part Ive ignored my own advice. The Twilight Reign is about people and events; each shaped
  by the other and inextricably bound together.


  Most of these stories touch upon the plot of the Twilight Reign and at very least theyre part of the world the story exists in, with many of the characters and locations also appearing in
  the novels somewhere. Some are only referred to or had died prior to events, but when a series is on a scale such as this one there are countless stories surrounding and leading up to the
  overarching plot  Ive just picked a few.


  Several, like Veleres Fell or A Man from Thistledell, influenced the course of the novels rather than the other way round, being stories Id just wanted
  to get out of my head at the time. Only later did they reveal themselves as significant to the greater plot, but thats part of the pleasure to be found in writing a series like this. Others,
  like A Man Collecting Spirits, were aspects I wanted to pursue further, and some just happened because my mind is a rather dark and random place.


  You wont find many major characters from the series here, but during world-changing events its not just a few people whore touched by them so I wanted to show some of the
  broader picture. I guess its no real surprise that before Stormcaller had evolved into its final incarnation, three of the longest stories in this collection were already written
   despite the longest concerning events at the end of Ragged Man. There are at least half-a-dozen ideas that I just cant get right on the page yet, so they havent made it
  into the collection. One day I might have the luxury of finishing stories such as Dead Mans Gold, or one of the most important to the series; the ill-fated expedition when
  Morghien met Rojak and Cordein Malich. Until then however theyll just have to exist only in obscure references only Ill be able to spot.


  Dont see this collection as required reading for fans of the novels  it isnt. But nor is it, I believe, an attempt to squeeze extra profit out of the world of the Twilight
  Reign; that would have probably been the prequel trilogy covering the Great War several fans have asked for. Just for the record, it would be quite interesting to see that trilogy, I suppose, but
  most people know how it ends and several years of my life dedicated to writing something Id find quite interesting . . . well, I doubt Ill ever be convinced.


  As it is, this collection shows a flavour of my (Twilight Reign-related) thoughts over the twelve-odd years Ive worked on the series. Theyve always been a part of the story I
  wanted to tell, but I didnt ever really expect them to see the light of day. Whether or not youve read the series, I hope those thoughts will prove entertaining.
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