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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.

      





Contents

Title Page

Gateway Introduction

Contents

Author’s Note

I. BATTLE

THE RAIDERS

THE REAR-GUNNER

THE CITY AND ITS PEOPLE

THE ATTACK

FIRST INTERLUDE: WHAT IS THIS DYING?

II. EPHEMERAL SPIRITS

THE INSTANT OF DEATH

ANNIHILATION AND SURVIVAL

THE MEMBERS OF THE CREW

THE SPIRIT OF THE CREW

THE COMPANY OF SOME WHO WERE KILLED

THE SPIRIT OF SOME WHO WERE KILLED

DEATH OF THE SPIRIT OF THE KILLED

SECOND INTERLUDE: THE HEART OF IT

III. THE SPIRIT OF MAN SURVEYS HIS PAST

THE SPIRIT OF MAN AND HIS MEMBERS

THE CHILDHOOD OF MAN

EDEN AND THE FALL

THE AGE OF THE PROPHETS

THE FAILURE OF THE PROPHETS

THE MODERN AGE

DAWN OF A NEW FAITH

THE CLIMAX OF MAN’S DISEASE

THIRD INTERLUDE: WINDOWS

IV. THE SPIRIT OF MAN CONSIDERS HIS PLIGHT

THE SPIRIT OF MAN AND THE SPIRIT

THE DARK OTHER

THE REAR-GUNNER AGAIN

DISEASED CHRYSALIS

THE END OF THE WAR

FOURTH INTERLUDE: TIME AND ETERNITY

V. MAN’S FUTURE

THE SPIRIT OF MAN HAS A VISION

HE TRIES TO REMEMBER THE VISION

THE VASTNESS AND THE HORROR

THE MOTH BREAKS FROM THE CHRYSALIS

SIX HUMAN WORLDS

THE END OF MAN

FIFTH INTERLUDE: THE HOUSE WITHOUT YOU

VI. THE COSMOS, AND BEYOND

THE COSMICAL COMMUNITY

LIFE AND DEATH OF THE COSMOS

THE SPIRIT AND THE OTHER

SIXTH INTERLUDE: THE BROKEN TOY

VII. SALVATION

THE SPIRIT OF MAN GRIEVES FOR MEN

THE REAR-GUNNER, AND OTHERS

SEVENTH INTERLUDE: GROWING OLD IN SPRING-TIME

VIII. HERE AND NOW

END PIECE: PARENTHOOD

Website

Also by Olaf Stapledon


Acknowledgment

About the Author

Copyright





AUTHOR’S NOTE

This fantasy is not a novel.

O. S.
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