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  This narrative, which I hereby doctorwatson for your benefit, o reader, concerns the greatest mystery of our time. Of course Im talking about
  McAuleys alleged discovery of a method of travelling faster than light, and about the murders and betrayals and violence this discovery has occasioned. Because, after all
   FTL! We all know it is impossible, we know every one of us that the laws of physics disallow it. But still! And again, this narrative has to do with the greatest mind I have known 
  the celebrated, or infamous, Jack Glass. The one, the only Jack Glass: detective, teacher, protector and murderer, an individual gifted with extraordinary interpretive powers when it comes to
  murder because he was so well acquainted with murder. A quantity of blood is spilled in this story, Im sorry to say; and a good many people die; and there is some politics too. There
  is danger and fear. Accordingly I have told his tale in the form of a murder mystery; or to be more precise (and at all costs we must be precise) three, connected murder mysteries.


  But I intend to play fair with you, reader, right from the start, or Im no true Watson. So let me tell everything now, at the beginning, before the story gets going.


  One of these mysteries is a prison story. One is a regular whodunit. One is a locked-room mystery. I cant promise that theyre necessarily presented to you in that order; but it
  should be easy for you work out which is which, and to sort them out accordingly. Unless you find that each of them is all three at once, in which case Im not sure I can help you.


  In each case the murderer is the same individual  of course, Jack Glass himself. How could it be otherwise? Has there ever been a more celebrated murderer?


  Thats fair, I hope?


  Your task is to read these accounts, and solve the mysteries and identify the murderer. Even though I have already told you the solution, the solution will surprise you. If the revelation in
  each case is anything less than a surprise, then I will have failed.


  I do not like to fail.
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  IN THE BOX


  
    Hey Liz! Whats in the box?

  


  Its my little voice of self-doubt.


  
    Liz Phair, Smoke
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