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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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PROLOGUE

AS THE new planets dance around the sun so many individuals danced attendance around the entity known as Blazon.

Of the first most intimately concerned, Johnny Brodie dedicated himself with open eyes and a passionate conviction all his sophisticated understanding of cultural indoctrination could not lessen.

For Ieke van Astarita, with paralysis her reward for being born, the chance to experience a surrogate existence of her own came as a pure cool miracle.

The remaining three, Eugene Valois, Siegfried Ritter and Giuseppe Tozzi, came to Blazon as men go to their bridal night or to an uncoffined grave. No passionate dedication might have moved them and they stood in no need of vicarious experience.

For Doctor Al Holt, Blazon was a job he had been impelled to do; but, characteristically, the task completed to his satisfaction would cause him to move restlessly on. For Doctor Marjorie Rothwell a more profound and pungent involvement lingered. Of them all, essentially she alone stumbled reluctantly on the meaning the others refused.

Many people became caught up in the story of Blazon. To understand not only with viscera but with the brain what Blazon was factually like demands an understanding of people, a conscious effort of will to blot out the widely-held image of Blazon. Blazon wasn’t like that!

For—whatever Blazon did at the end, the remembrance they were men became a precious item in mankind’s storehouse of memories, and the individual stories of Giuseppe Tozzi, Siegfried Ritter and Eugene Valois, so vital to a clear comprehension of Blazon, remained as true and important to an understanding of what was done to Blazon past the end.
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