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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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Prologue

A Message to Mars

The Explorers Club of New York has hosted many historic press conferences, but few could have been as unusual as the one which took place on 22 June 1993. On that day the Planetary Society’s president, Carl Sagan, announced ‘Visions of Mars’, a project mounted in conjunction with the Time-Warner Interactive Group to send a gift ‘from our era to the future generations of humans who will one day explore, and perhaps settle, Mars’.

To quote from the Society’s Press Release:


Visions of Mars will be a collection of science-fiction stories, sounds and images on a compact disk that chronicle humanity’s fascination with Mars and its imagined Martians from H. G. Wells to the present day. A copy of the disk will be placed inside each of the two small stations that Mars 94* will land on the surface of the red planet in September, 1995 … Future recipients of the disks will find them in protected locations inside the small landers. A label on the exterior of each lander will announce in five languages the presence of the disk and how to play it … Visions of Mars will contain the equivalent of several thousand pages of fiction from writers around the world, from H. G. Wells to Isaac Asimov, Alexei Tolstoi to Kurt Vonnegut …

The disk will also include a portion of the Orson Welles radio broadcast of War of the Worlds … an audio recording made the night that the Viking 1 lander made the first successful landing on Mars, featuring reactions from Gene Roddenberry, Robert Heinlein, Ray Bradbury and others; and brief messages to the future inhabitants of Mars from key figures …



I felt extremely honoured by a request to make my own video contribution, though, considering the rate of obsolescence of audiovisual equipment on this planet, I could not help wondering if the New Martians will have the equipment to view it. Some time in the next century, however, I hope that these words will be heard on Mars:


My name is Arthur Clarke, and I am speaking to you from the island of Sri Lanka, once known as Ceylon, in the Indian Ocean, Planet Earth. It is early spring in the year 1993, but this message is intended for the future. I am addressing men and women – perhaps some of you already born – who will listen to these words when they are living on Mars.

As we approach the new millennium, there is great interest in the planet which may be the first real home for mankind beyond the mother world. During my lifetime, I have been lucky enough to see our knowledge of Mars advance from almost complete ignorance – worse than that, misleading fantasy – to a real understanding of its geography and climate. Certainly we are still very ignorant in many areas, and lack knowledge which you take for granted. But now we have accurate maps of your wonderful world, and can imagine how it might be modified – terraformed – to make it nearer to the heart’s desire. Perhaps you are already engaged upon that centuries-long process.

There is a link between Mars and my present home, which I used in what will probably be my last novel, The Hammer of God [1993]. At the beginning of this century, an amateur astronomer named Percy Molesworth was living here in Ceylon. He spent much time observing Mars, and now there is a huge crater, 175km wide, named after him in your southern hemisphere. In my book I’ve imagined how a New Martian astronomer might one day look back at his ancestral world, to try and see the little island from which Molesworth – and I – often gazed up at your planet.

There was a time, soon after the first landing on the Moon in 1969, when we were optimistic enough to imagine that we might have reached Mars by the 1990s. In another of my stories [‘Transit of Earth’, 1971], I described a survivor of the first ill-fated expedition, watching the Earth in transit across the face of the Sun on May 11 – 19841 Well, there was no one on Mars then to watch that event – but it will happen again on 10 November 2084. By that time I hope that many eyes will be looking back towards the Earth as it slowly crosses the solar disc, looking like a tiny, perfectly circular sunspot. And I’ve suggested that we should signal to you then with powerful lasers, so that you will see a star beaming a message to you from the very face of the Sun.

I too salute you across the gulfs of space – as I send my greetings and good wishes from the closing decade of the century in which mankind first became a spacefaring species, and set forth on a journey that can never end, so long as the Universe endures.




Introduction

This book is really an act of homage – a fond recollection of childhood dreams which I have seen achieved beyond all expectation. It is also a tribute to the men and women who shared those dreams: though most of them are now gone, I hope they will live again in these pages.

It is impossible for anyone born since the opening of the Space Age to understand what mystery and magic the very word ‘Mars’ once evoked. Yet both these qualities, I am happy to say, still remain in ample measure; though the canals have evaporated and Deja Thoris, Princess of Helium, has joined H. G. Wells’ tentacled monstrosities in some alternate universe, the real Mars has proved to be almost as wonderful as the imaginary versions. And I have no doubt that the biggest surprises are yet to come.

I would like to have called this book The Greening of Mars, but Michael Allaby and James (‘Gaia’) Lovelock very unsportingly pre-empted that title almost a decade before I thought of it. A good alternative would have been Green Mars, but by another unlikely coincidence that is the name of an excellent story by Kim Stanley Robinson – published back-to-back with my own novella A Meeting With Medusa (1988) and now part of a massive trilogy. Clearly, there is a conspiracy afoot.

So I have stolen my subtitle from Pierre Boulle, best known for The Bridge on the River Kwai (1952; trans 1954). During the pre-Apollo year 1964, Boulle published a witty and entertaining novel, Le jardin de Kanashima (trans 1965), about the first Japanese astronaut on the Moon. This led to a confrontation between us when the French television channel TF1 telecast Starglider: Portrait d’Arthur Clarke. Details will be found in my ‘sciencefictional autobiography’ Astounding Days (1989); suffice it to say that the final score was Boulle 1, Clarke 1. So I had no hesitation in adapting Pierre’s (translated) title, A Garden on the Moon.

Imagine my astonishment, several months later, to come across a photograph entitled ‘Lowell gardening on Mars’! It appears in William Graves Hoyt’s biography Lowell and Mars (1976), and shows the present that the observatory staff gave the creator of the canal legend on his fiftieth birthday. They had pasted, on a globe of Mars, a photo of Lowell diligently modifying a piece of planet Earth with a small rake.

We will need considerably more massive equipment to ‘garden’ Mars. But, if they decide to do so, our descendants can create a New Earth – perhaps even a New Eden – on the next world outwards from the Sun. That is the main theme of this book.

It resulted from the fusion of three totally disparate elements, which unexpectedly combined in a way that now seems inevitable. And it all happened in a single day; the concept exploded in my head one morning, and by nightfall the synopsis was complete. The first two components were Pasadena’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory and the Big Island of Hawaii – places I have been fortunate enough to visit in what our century may be the last to call ‘real’ life. The third ingredient is something which, until recently, existed only in science fiction. In my younger days, I sometimes fantasized that I would visit the Moon – but I never imagined that I would explore Mars! Now, thanks to the astonishing developments in personal computers and virtual-reality software, I am able to do just that. 

And so can you. Fasten your seatbelts.

ARTHUR C. CLARKE
Chancellor, International Space University
Colombo, Sri Lanka, September 1993
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