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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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Author’s Note and Pronunciation Guide

In our world, the Inca Empire was conquered by the Spaniards in 1532. The Incas did not write. The conquerors, naturally, recorded names, places, and other things peculiar to the Incas in the orthography of Spanish. Thus they called the Empire’s dominant language Quechua. Had English speakers first encountered the Incas, that would have been written down as something like Kechwa.

In the world of The Wheels of If and The Pugnacious Peacemaker, the Inca civilization survived as an independent state. When its people learned to write, they, like the other Skrelling (Indian) nations of the continent of Skrelleland (the Americas), borrowed their alphabet from the Bretwaldate of Vinland. The Bretwaldate’s system of spelling, however, is not quite the same as ours. Here are some suggested pronunciations for letters and combinations that may seem unfamiliar:


	VOWELS
	CONSONANTS


	ai = i of find
	j = y of yes


	au = ow of how
	lj = Hi of million


	ej = ay of day
	nj = ny of canyon


	ii = ee of seek
	s = always the s of self,


	oo = o of hold
	not of is


	uu = oo of moo
	sj = sh of should


	
	tj =ch of chip




OEBPS/images/9780575121584.jpg
DOWN IN THE

BOTTOMLANDS
AND OTHER PLACES

THE HUGO AWARD-WINNING MASTER
OF ALTERNATIVE HISTORY





OEBPS/images/GatewayLogo.jpg
%EWAY





