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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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FOREWORD

The Uncertain Midnight is my first novel; and for this reason alone I have a special affection for it. I suppose most writers have similar feelings about their first-born. When the novel first-appeared, it was received very favourably; and its success was not confined to the United Kingdom. Over the years it has been translated into French, German, Dutch, Italian, Japanese. It is in its second printing in the U.S.A., its, second printing in Italy and its third printing in West Germany. In 1969 it was adapted as a ten-part television serial in the French language and has also been shown in Switzerland and Belgium. The serial was chosen- to represent Swiss Television at the 1969 Prix Futura in Berlin.

The book has been out of print in this country for several years; and I am particularly pleased that it is now possible to bring out a new edition. An earlier paperback edition was published as Deadly Image, after the title of the American paperback edition. At the time, my New York publishers thought it a more appropriate title; but now, as then, I prefer the original.

From my remarks so far, it will be apparent that the novel was written a long time ago. When I consider the science fiction that has since been translated into science fact, I realise that it was a very long time ago. it was before the Space Age, before the development of lasers, before it was possible to give a man a new human heart. it was written when the population of the world was about eight hundred million less than it is now. In short, The Uncertain Midnight was completed in the autumn of 1957.

It is a regrettable fact that war is a great stimulus to science. Radar, rockets and the peaceful use of atomic energy are among the many products of war stimulus. In The Uncertain Midnight, I wrote briefly of an atomic war in the late nineteen-sixties. it was not my intention to predict such a war. As we know, it never happened; and I hope fervently that atomic weapons (once belonging only to the realm of science fiction) will never be used again. The bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki are peanuts compared to what is available now.

But, for the purposes of the story, the war stimulus was used to generate the rapid evolutionary progression of computers-robots-androids. However, a war is not really needed to bring about the existence of androids. All that is needed, I believe, is time and the tireless ingenuity of mankind.

But, though machines may become very complex, will it ever be possible to regard them as living beings? That was the question that began to fascinate me in the spring of 1957. Ironically, as scientific research intensifies, as the secrets of D.N. A. are unravelled and the prospect of laboratory-created life looms before us, the question is reversed. Shall we come to regard living beings as machines?

And, in the end, will the history of man be reduced to the dynamic competition of machines against machines?

Less than one human generation ago, ENIAC, the first large electronic computer — a monster conglomeration of 18,006 vacuum tubes — was built at the University of Pennsylvania. It became obsolete, comparatively senile, at twelve years old. During one human generation, computers have passed through several evolutionary phases. ENIAC is now regarded as a dinosaur among computers. How many generations of computers will have developed in one more human generation? And what will the end of this rapid evolutionary process be?

I certainly don’t know. I am just a compulsive guesser, an addict of possibilities. And, I hope, an entertainer.

EDMUND COOPER

Autumn: 1970






For man, as for other animals, the limitations of environment are an emotional and intellectual challenge. But, to meet his own peculiar challenge, man has created weapons and tools and language. Therefore it has become his destiny to continually create new worlds, new problems.

This, then, is the story of a possible world and its problems. A world in which machines have taken from man the ancient burdens of work and responsibility. A world, dominated by leisure, in which permanent love and happiness seem irreconcilable; and in which…
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