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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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Part One

In the neighbourhood lived a very famous dervish, who passed for the best philosopher in Turkey; him they went to consult: Pangloss, who was their spokesman, addressed him thus:

“Master, we come to entreat you to tell us why so strange an animal as man has been formed.”

“Why do you trouble your head about it?” said the dervish. “Is it any business of yours?”

“But, my Reverend Father,” said Candide, “there is a horrible deal of evil on the earth.”

“What signifies it,” said the dervish, “whether there is evil or good? When his Highness sends a ship to Egypt, does he trouble his head whether the rats in the vessel are at their ease or not?”

VOLTAIRE: Candide

Perhaps you think me mad, gentlemen? Well, if so, I plead guilty; I quite agree with you. Man is essentially a constructive animal—an animal for ever destined to strive towards a goal, and to apply himself to the pursuit of engineering, in the shape of ceaseless attempts to build a road which shall lead him to an unknown destination… Man loves to construct and to lay out roads—of that there can be no question; but why does he also love so passionately to bring about general ruin and chaos? Answer me that.

DOSTOEVSKY: Letters from the Underworld


BITTER HARVEST

Proem

Once, perhaps, Neanderthal Man felt like a conqueror. Was he not the Upright Animal—a weapon-maker, a tool-maker, an organizer of society? And with his weapons, his tools and his capacity for organization, could he not attack and overcome other individually more powerful animals?

Given enough time, his numbers would have increased and his skills developed sufficiently to make him Lord of the Forests; perhaps, ultimately, Lord of the Earth.

But he was not given enough time. He was already obsolete. For strangers came from the south and from the east. They, too, were upright animals—weapon-makers, tool-makers, organizers of society.

They came drifting into the world of Neanderthal Man in twos and threes, in families and tribes. And they brought with them weapons that were sharper, tools that were more functional, a society that was more tightly organized. They brought with them greater intelligence. They brought a death sentence.

They dispossessed the Neanderthals of their caves and their hunting-grounds, their food and even their children. For the newcomers were ruthless; and they fought a war of extermination.

So, after enduring for thousands of years, Neanderthal Man—the elite of European animal life—disappeared in a matter of generations. The conqueror had fallen before a greater conqueror. And the world was reserved for the exclusive domination of homo sapiens…

The history of Man is a history of conquest: the conquest of hunger and superstition, disease and ignorance. Beginning as a nomadic hunter, a seeker of berries and nuts and roots and small game, Man was not content with a simple destiny.

In the conquest of hunger, he learned how to make weapons that would kill at a distance; how to construct ingenious, self-operating traps. And eventually, he learned how to return the seeds of the wild wheat to the earth and thus safeguard himself against future hunger; how to domesticate and breed animals whose sole function was to serve, in living and dying, the needs of Man the master.

Families united into tribes, and tribes into nations. Cities and civilizations came into being—monuments to the abilities of Man as an organizer, Man as a builder, Man as an artist-scientist-priest. Man as a conqueror …

Records were made, sicknesses were cured, laws were formulated, empires were conceived, oceans and continents were crossed. Machines that were driven by wind and water gave way to machines that were driven by steam.

Intoxicated by his own genius, Man rushed headlong into the age of the powered machines. Coal and oil extended his conquests of land and sea and air. Electricity made a wishful daydream of remote and instantaneous communication into a commonplace reality …

But no conquest is absolute. What of the conquest of hunger if one man or one nation starves? What of the conquest of superstition if it is replaced by rigid orthodoxy? What of the conquest of power if Man wastes his surplus energy in destruction?

Man, the conqueror, ignored the problems posed by his triumphs. Instead, his pride sought new challenges.

Even before the old knowledge was integrated, before the old machines had been given a chance to fulfil their purpose, Man’s curiosity, his intellectual arrogance, his insatiable desire for power drove him to reproduce the fantastic energies of the sun and lift his covetous eyes towards the stars.

In the beginning, Man was a hunter and a warrior. His nature had not changed. Even as he hunted down the secrets of the fierce energies of the sun, even as he used them to create new and terrible weapons, even as he dreamed of harnessing them to extend his conquest to the stars, all his triumphs were overshadowed by one lasting defeat.

He had survived every natural hazard of existence. He had triumphed over hunger, climate and disease. He had accepted every challenge the planet had to offer. And he had conquered everything—except himself.

Neanderthal Man had gone down before a superior enemy.

But, with the power at his command, Modern Man had no superior enemy—except himself.

There remained, therefore, only one basic threat to his ancient desire for racial immortality.

It was a threat that, until the atomic age, he had never seriously considered.

It was racial suicide.
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