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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain's oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language's finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today's leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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      INTRODUCTION

      
      BY ROBERT SILVERBERG

      
      IN THE 1960s, the second decade of my career as a professional writer, I moved away from the moribund science-fiction magazines
         of that period and began a second specialty as a writer of books for young readers: high-school-age readers, mainly, though
         I did a few for a much younger age level. Most of them were on archaeological and historical subjects, but, of course, I did
         some science fiction too.
      

      
      One of my regular publishers at that time was Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, which had become one of the leading houses in its
         field under the editorship of Ann Durell. I wrote both science fiction and non-fiction for her, starting out with a future-ice-age
         novel, Time of the Great Freeze, in 1964, and following it later that year with The Man Who Found Nineveh, a biography of the pioneering archaeologist Austen Henry Layard. After that came another s-f book, Conquerors From the Darkness, another archaeological biography, To The Rock of Darius, and so on for a good many years.
      

      
      In 1966 Holt launched Pacesetter Books, a series of books aimed for reluctant readers. As the prospectus for the series explained,
         “These books will be for a varied readership with one thing in common: a seventh grade and up interest level but a fifth grade reading level.” The books had to be short, fast-paced, told in a straightforward uncomplicated way without flashbacks or viewpoint
         shifts, and “should build from an immediately interest-catching beginning to a good strong climax and on to a satisfying resolution
         at the end.” Science fiction books were particularly welcomed, and Ann Durell invited me to offer her one.
      

      
      I could certainly do that. I had begun my career writing fast-paced stories of just that kind for the pulp magazines. The
         part about a fifth-grade reading level seemed irrelevant to me; I had no idea what the reading level of my pulp-magazine audience
         had been, but I knew that the stories had to move quickly, build to a strong climax, and finish with a satisfying resolution.
         And I had plenty of material on hand that could readily be reworked for this new series of books.
      

      

      
      So in the summer of 1966 I expanded “Death’s Planet,” a story that I had written a decade earlier for a shortlived science
         fiction magazine called Super-Science Fiction, into a Pacesetter book that was published in February, 1967 under the title of Planet of Death.

      
      The structure of the original story provided me with all the action I needed, and in the expansion I followed the Pacesetter
         style suggestions, moving everything rapidly along by keeping my sentences short, using plenty of dialog, and avoiding complex
         grammatical constructions. It worked well enough so that Ann Durell quickly asked me to do a second book for the series.
      

      
      I wrote the second one, Three Survived, in June of 1968. It, too, was expanded from a Super-Science Fiction novelet, also called “Three Survived,” that I had written in 1956 using the same fast-paced technique. The book was published
         in May of 1969, the fourteenth Pacesetter book to that point.
      

      
      What became of the Pacesetter series after that, I can’t say. By the time Planet of Death was published I had begun to drift away from writing books for young readers, because I was busy now with such complex science-fiction
         novels as Son of Man, Tower of Glass, Downward to the Earth, Dying Inside, and other such books of that very fertile period. In time the Holt company underwent a reorganization; my two Pacesetter
         books went out of print, and they have not been reissued in the past thirty-five years. I suppose they are among the least
         well known of all my novels. But the new century has brought many things back to life, and here they are again, back to back
         in a single volume.
      

      
      —Robert Silverberg

      
      August, 2010
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