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      Enter the SF Gateway …

      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:

      
      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’

      

      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

      Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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PROLOGUE

WILLIAM ERIC SPRINGER: b. Pine Oaks, Illinois 7/4/10; educated in local public schools; B.S., University of Illinois 1932; LL.B., University of Virginia 1935; practiced law in Virginia, Kentucky, and Illinois 1935–40; Illinois State Legislature 1940; assistant minority leader 1944; elected Congress 1948; elected Senate 1950; majority whip 1954; reelected Senate 1956; majority leader 1960; reelected 1962, 1968, 1974. Elected president of the U.S. 1980; renominated and defeated 1984.

PERSONAL DATA: Married Eunice Constance Blake, 1938; Arthur Blake Springer b. 1940 (d. 1963). Married Hope Johnson 1958 (d. 1987). Author, Years of Decision, Years of Hope (1959); The Power and the Vision, Memoirs of a President (1987). Autobiography in progress, Residence: 1185 Park Avenue, NYC.
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