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Praise for A Mathematician Reads the Newspaper

“[A] witty crusade against mathematical illiteracy. . . . Mr. Paulos’s little essay explaining the Banzhaf power index and how it relates to Lani Guinier’s ideas about empowering minorities is itself worth the price of the book. . . . A Mathematician Reads the Newspaper is at bottom a plea for rationality and a repudiation of the illogic and obscurantism that, paradoxically, plague one of history’s best-educated countries.”—New York Times

“It would be great to have John Allen Paulos living next door. Every morning when you read the paper and came across some story that didn’t seem quite right—that had the faint odor of illogic hovering about it—you could just lean out the window and shout, ‘Jack! Get the hell over here!’ . . . [This is] a fun, spunky, wise little book that would be helpful to both the consumers of the news and its purveyors.”—Washington Post

“This book is not about mathematics, and it’s not really about newspapers. It should be called, ‘A Clear Thinker Explains the World.’ . . . This is a wise and thoughtful book, which skewers much of what everyone knows to be true.”—Los Angeles Times

“A truly thought-provoking book.”—USA Today

“A wide-ranging collection of musings on mathematics, the media and life itself.”—Chicago Tribune

“Paulos’ wit and humor—admirably displayed in Innumeracy—are in top form. His irreverent and pointed comments entertain as well as educate. Though Paulos writes about a bewildering number of topics, he has something fresh and interesting to say about each.”—Philadelphia Inquirer

“A strength of the book is Paulos’s self-effacing sense of humor and awareness of the ‘professional myopia’ among mathematicians. . . . This book will help the reader to follow Paulos’s advice to ‘Always be smart, seldom be certain.’”—Christian Science Monitor

“Should be mandatory reading for every journalist—as well as the readers, viewers and former tutors they supposedly serve.”—New Scientist

“Irresistible.”—Scientific American

“If paranoia could be cured by math, Paulos would be the Jonas Salk of the disease. His dissection of conspiracy theories is delicious.”—Molly Ivins

“This is a broad canvas and Paulos uses broad, bold strokes—jumping from baseball salaries to employment equity to the Gulf War to coin-flipping and stock market forecasters. The writing, however, is always clear; the computational demands modest; the rewards potentially great.”—Ottawa Citizen

“[Paulos is] a likable academic with an infectious enthusiasm for his subject.”—Gina Kolata, American Mathematical Society

“There can be no doubt that Paulos writes beautifully, that he loves mathematical ideas, and that he discusses such ideas with zest.”—Technology Review

“Because of Paulos’s quiet good sense and wide-ranging mind, his book . . . is simply nifty, larded with clever and informative tidbits as he strolls his broad, discursive way through typical newspaper reporting.”—Reason

“This book will bring a great deal of pleasure to many—as it did to the reviewer. It is full of fun, full of information, full of insights.”—American Mathematical Monthly

“A Mathematician Reads the Newspaper does as much as one brief book can do to highlight the problem of innumeracy while simultaneously contributing to its solution. . . . Paulos’ book does a valuable public service and should be required reading for all.”—Capital Times
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