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      INTRODUCTION

      The road of motherhood, as you know if you’ve been walking on it for very long, has many unmarked intersections and cross
         streets. Not only that, but it weaves up, down, and around through all types of landscapes and terrains. The journey provides
         moments of breathtaking beauty and others of abject fear. There are dark stretches, detours, and of course, the danger of
         getting lost. What’s a traveler to do? Happily, God has provided a road map—the Bible—to help us avoid dangerous and time-consuming
         delays and keep us on the path to our desired destination.
      

      In God’s Road Map for Moms, we have mined the Bible for wisdom and understanding that will be helpful on your journey. We’ve included Scriptures on the
         topics you may have questions about and laid them out in an A–Z format so they will be simple for you to find and follow.
         We’ve also added to each topic an illustrative Bible story or practical devotional to help you on your way. Finally, we’ve
         provided heartfelt prayers and letters that express some of the thoughts and feelings God has revealed in His Word that we
         hope will inspire and encourage.
      

      We hope you will find all you need as you prepare your children for the time when they will leave your side and begin their
         own journey down the road of life.
      

      The Publishers

   
      Ambition

      We … have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

      2 CORINTHIANS 5:9 NASB

      Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so
         that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
      

      1 THESSALONIANS 4:11-12

      The apostle Paul wrote, “I make it my ambition to proclaim the good news.”

      ROMANS 15:20 NRSV

      The desires of good people lead straight to the best, but wicked ambition ends in angry frustration.

      PROVERBS 11:23 MSG

      Jesus said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and
         follow me.”
      

      LUKE 9:23 NLT

      Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and every kind of evil.

      JAMES 3:16 NLT

       

      IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE

      “Where do you think He is?” Mary asked, whirling around to face Joseph who stood looking over the landscape.

      She was frantic. They had assumed that Jesus was in the family caravan headed back to Nazareth when they left Jerusalem that
         morning.
      

      “I don’t know, Mary,” Joseph answered, shielding his eyes from the setting sun. “We’ll have to head back in the morning and
         find out.”
      

      “We can’t wait till morning!” A knot was swelling in her throat, damming up tears that threatened to burst through. “It’s
         his first trip to the city; what’s a young boy to do there without his family?”
      

      “He’s a competent young man, Mary,” Joseph assured. The experience at the Jerusalem feast had impacted Jesus much more deeply
         than they had anticipated. He had seemed somehow distant, even detached.
      

      “I’m sure you’re right,” she responded, rubbing her throbbing temples.

      “We’ll head back tomorrow,” he promised. “There is nothing we can do now but pray.”

      When Mary found Jesus in the temple two days later, she burst into tears. Relieved at the sight of Him, she ran to wrap Him
         in her arms, crying, “Son! Where have you been? Your father and I have been so worried.”
      

      “Why were you searching for me?” He asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49).

      But they did not understand what He meant. His aspirations were higher than their minds could grasp.

      As a mom, you might not always understand your child’s ambitions simply because you would prefer to anchor him to yours. If
         you listen with your heart, however, the chances are greater that your child will open his to you.
      

   
      Celebration

      Encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.

      1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 NLT

      The father of the prodigal son said, “Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
         he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.
      

      LUKE 15:23-24

      Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

      ROMANS 15:7

      The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you
         in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
      

      ZEPHANIAH 3:17 NRSV

      Rejoice with those who rejoice… . Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, … never be conceited.

      Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends upon
         you, live peaceably with all.
      

      ROMANS 12:15-18 RSV

      CAUSE FOB REJOICING

      When you are able to look beyond the differences you have with your child over hair, style of dress, friends, and curfew—issues
         about which you often disagree—you’ll find there are many things about which you can rejoice.
      

      Observing your child for the course of one week, take note of the following:

      
      	daily routine

      	habits (desirable and undesirable)

      	interests (sports, books, hobbies, magazines)

      	appreciation of nature (animals, plants, solar system)

      	relationships with people (siblings, friends, neighbors)

      	attention to detail

      	visionary tendencies

      	early signs of expertise

    

      Under the heading “Reasons to Celebrate,” make a list of the things you observe and let that be your guide for some creative
         expressions of your love. Here are some suggestions:
      

      Monday—Put a special treat for breakfast on the cereal shelf.

      Tuesday—Leave a cool new hairbrush or brand of toothpaste on the bathroom counter.

      Wednesday—Record a special sporting event on television for your child or pick up the latest fashion magazine.

      Thursday—Put a goldfish in your child’s bathroom for a touch of companionship or buy a hanging basket for his or her bedroom
         window.
      

      Friday—Leave a card on your child’s pillow expressing your appreciation for the friend, son, daughter, grandchild, etc. he
         or she is.
      

      The idea is to celebrate your child the way your Heavenly Father celebrates you. He knows all about your flaws and yet He
         loves and celebrates you every day. Go and do likewise.
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