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      Praise for thepurplebook®

      “The Bible of online shopping guides.” —Kirkus Reviews

      “Shopaholics, rejoice! Like the Yellow Pages—but, well, purple—this book is witty and comprehensive.” —Boston Herald

      “A Google for shoppers….The sleekly designed book brims with helpful cross-references and hints for getting the most out of
         an online shopping experience.” —Publishers Weekly

      “A well-planned guidebook, much like the popular dining directories compiled by Zagat—only bigger.” —Los Angeles Times

      “A consumer haven.” —
            Bookreporter.com
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      foreword

      This has been a big year for us at thepurplebook. We have grown quite a bit, thanks to your interest and enthusiastic support.
         What began as frustrating encounter with a search engine six years ago, has become a powerful niche industry, informing and
         enticing those of you who want to know where to find the best shopping online. From our first edition, released in October
         of 2003, to this, our fifth book, we have come a long way. With your help, we have successfully established thepurplebook as the go to source for the very best shopping the internet has to offer. The treasure hunt for exceptional sites is an endeavor
         I truly enjoy; the only hard part is that bookstore shelves have weight limits, so I can’t always include every terrific site
         I find. The good news is, you can find all of the sites listed in previous books, along with some great new ones that didn’t
         fit this edition, on our newly launched website 
            www.thepurplebook.com.
      

      In addition to the website, expansion has included our first specialty book: thepurplebook baby. This handy book covers maternity, baby and toddler needs, packed with great boutiques, specialty shops, necessities and
         fabulous gifts to outfit Baby or Mommy. Next up is our second specialty book, thepurplebook wedding, due in Spring 2007. You can count on more specialty books from us in the months and years to come.
      

      TV came looking for thepurplebook this past year. ABC’s 20/20 did a feature story on us, as did the TodayShow, and there were lots of interviews on news programming across the country. Other unique and unanticipated opportunities in
         the past couple of years include writing the “Hot Sites” feature for InStyle Magazine, contributing to Practical eCommerce, some corporate consulting, and tons of print and media interviews. We’ve definitely been getting the word out, and big business
         has come a courtin’. But we think keeping our information objective and consistent is the key to earning and keeping your
         confidence and loyalty. Having the opportunity of a front-row seat to watch the fastest-growing retail sector connect with
         the needs and demands of people all over the globe has been fascinating and enlightening.
      

      And somehow, every year, there are more new and interesting sites to look at. We have now researched well over 50,000 sites—thank
         goodness for high-speed connections! You can live almost anywhere and have access to almost everything at any time of the
         day or night. Shopping online is about convenience, access and discovery, and that is what we have aimed to deliver, and hopefully
         we’ve made it enjoyable along the way.
      

      Feedback from readers and retailers has been invaluable, entertaining, insightful and encouraging. You have helped us to refine
         the book, turned us on to sites we hadn’t come across (yes, there are a few we haven’t seen), and turned us off to a few sites
         that were listed erroneously, and have been summarily removed from our books. We want to sincerely thank those of you who
         have contributed to make this the best edition yet, and encourage more of you to let us know what you think at 
            thepurplebook.com. Happy Shopping!
      

      Sincerely,

      Hillary Mendelsohn
Editor In Chief

   
      thepurplebook:
introduction

      How do you improve on a good thing? This is a question we’re constantly asked ourselves as we’ve delved deeper into this,
         our fourth edition of thepurplebook. See, the world wide web keeps growing, keeps getting better. Even after years of exploration we’re constantly amazed at
         the riches we keep stumbling across, at the golden opportunities we’re still uncovering. Improving on a good thing takes a
         lot of people, and a lot of hard work, and it’s happening out there, every day, in cyberspace. In some ways, this magnificent
         growth makes it easy for us to improve each edition. In other ways, though, it makes it quite hard.
      

      We started out on a mission to guide consumers to the internet’s best shopping locations and, over time, deciding which sites
         were worthy became increasingly difficult. The continuing expansion of the world of e-commerce has forced us to make some
         tough decisions with each edition we publish, and we’ve had to let go of a few worthy sites each year, replacing them with
         something bigger, better or more distinctive. This isn’t to say we don’t still appreciate what they do, but there’s only so
         much room on our pages.
      

      Our solution has been to remove the big, famous, nationally known franchise site listings from the chapter pages of our book,
         and place them in easy-access lists following the introduction of each section. Likewise, we have used this space to list
         stellar sites that specialize in a single product or two, but not enough selection to compete with bigger stores. The result
         is a book filled with a slew of new family-run businesses, independent web enterprises and quirky, off-the-beaten-path shops
         that few of us would likely find without a little nudge in the right direction. When you add it all up we’ve come close to
         recommending 2,000 sites in this edition. As for the thousands of terrific sites we didn’t mention… you can always search
         for them at 
            thepurplebook.com.

      thepurplebook REQUIREMENTS & STANDARDS

      Finding just any online retailer is easy. Finding the good ones—that takes a bit of work. We’ve scoured search engines, message
         boards, magazines and web directories in search of great sites, and received recommendations from our readers and friends.
         Tens of thousands of web sites promised the best prices and the greatest selections, but we took a close look at each one,
         and held them up to the following list of requirements:
      

      • SECURE TRANSACTIONS •
      

      Each site must offer a secure credit card transaction that can be completed in a single session. This means we disqualified
         any sites that only accept fax orders, email inquiries, payments over the phone or PayPal transactions. These methods of payment
         are both less secure and less reliable than those for sites operating encrypted commerce engines.
      

      • CUSTOMER SERVICE NUMBER •
      

      Every site in thepurplebook must provide a working customer service number. Finding this number is not always easy, and in some cases we’ve had to play
         detective to get them, but we’ve included one with each site listed in this book, because we’ve found that a lack of direct
         contact with a service representative can ruin an otherwise satisfactory shopping experience.
      

      • OPEN BROWSING •
      

      No site will be listed in thepurplebook that requires consumers to enter credit card numbers or other personal data before viewing its full catalog of products.
         Such sites usually intend to sell a customer’s personal information for profit.
      

      If an e-tailor met these requirements, we then subjected it to our own rigorous set of standards, scrutinizing each aspect
         of the site: Is it easy to use? Does it have a good selection? Are the prices good? Will it download in a reasonable amount
         of time? We whittled down the selection to include only the finest catalogs, the most beautiful web designs, the best bargains
         and that occasional ingenious purveyor of a product or service of such unique charm that we couldn’t possibly leave it out.
         Our final tally includes brick-and-mortar stores that have established a viable online presence, manufacturers who have done
         the same, internet juggernauts that have managed to survive the dot-com backlash and small businesses, often individuals working
         out of their bedrooms, who’ve embraced the virtual marketplace in their pursuit of the American dream. It’s a pretty good
         bunch, capable of fulfilling nearly any online shopping need you may have, and possibly turning you on to something new.
      

      thepurplebook ONLINE SHOPPING FUNDAMENTALS

      Make a habit of using these tips and precautions, and your online shopping experience will be easy, convenient, fruitful and,
         above all, safe.
      

      • USE ONE CREDIT CARD •
      

      Dedicate a single credit card for all of your online purchases. This makes it especially easy to spot fraudulent and/or unauthorized
         charges.
      

      • PRINT A COPY •
      

      To document your online purchases, print a copy of both your order page (before you click the Submit button) and your order
         confirmation (receipt) to save for your records.
      

      • SAVE ALL CORRESPONDENCE •
      

      Online retailers should email a confirmation of your order and/or shipping information. Save these emails until you are fully
         satisfied with your purchase, as you may need to refer to this information if problems arise.
      

      • PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST IDENTITY THEFT •
      

      Never give out credit card numbers or any personal information via email. Emails are not secure, and identity thieves commonly
         pose as customer service representatives in order to acquire your payment information. Only submit personal data through a
         secure, encrypted web site.
      

      • REPORT FRAUD IMMEDIATELY •
      

      If you suspect fraud or other mistakes, notify your credit card company and/or the Federal Trade Commission (877-382-4357)
         immediately, because identity thieves will not waste any time abusing your information.
      

      • USE THE CUSTOMER SERVICE NUMBER

      thepurplebook has provided a customer service phone number for every shopping site listed in the book. Do not hesitate to use them. If
         you have any question not addressed by the web site, speak to a customer service representative before placing an order (you
         may need to call during normal business hours).
      

      • USE THE COMMENTS BOX •
      

      Most online order forms offer a comments box for special requests or any questions you may have. This will be the surest way
         of contacting the actual humans in charge of fulfilling your order, so that they can properly address your needs.
      

      • READ THE WEB SITE’S POLICIES •
      

      Before you make a purchase, take note of the web site’s return and exchange policies, as well as shipping, privacy and security,
         because once you place your order, you’ve agreed to their terms and conditions. The FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) section
         of a web site often proves a good source of information.
      

      • AVOID UNWANTED SOLICITATIONS •
      

      When entering your billing and email address, a lot of shopping sites will ask if you’re interested in receiving catalogs
         and/or advertising materials from them and other sites. In most cases, the answer defaults to “Yes,” and you’ll need to actively
         change this answer to “No” if you hope to avoid junk mail and spam.
      

      • REPORT BAD BUSINESS PRACTICES •
      

      If you do have a bad experience with an online retailer, make a report with the Better Business Bureau, at 
         BBB.org.
      

      GENERAL INFORMATION & RESOURCES

      These sites offer handy tools to help you with all your online shopping activities.

      
         
            	
               About.com
            	 
            	Encyclopedic resource of information and links
         

         
            	
               DIYnet.com
            	 
            	Instructional resource
         

         
            	
               eHow.com
            	 
            	Instructional resource
         

         
            	
               NetLingo.com
            	 
            	Glossary of internet terms
         

         
            	
               OnlineConverters.com
            	 
            	Measurements conversion
         

         
            	
               OAndA.com
            	 
            	Currency converter
         

         
            	
               WhatsItWorthToYou.com
            	 
            	Online appraisals
         

      

      BUSINESS & PRODUCT INFORMATION

      The following sites may help you make wiser shopping decisions.

      
         
            	
               BBB.org
            	 
            	Better Business Bureau site
         

         
            	
               ConsumerReports.org
            	 
            	Consumer product information and reviews
         

         
            	
               CPSC.gov
            	 
            	Consumer Product Safety Commission
         

         
            	
               Recalls.gov
            	 
            	Consumer product recall information
         

      

      PERSONAL INFORMATION & SAFETY

      The following URLs may help protect you from identity theft.

      
         
            	
               Consumer.gov/idtheft
            	 
            	Identity theft information and resources
         

         
            	
               Equifax.com
            	 
            	Obtain your credit report
         

         
            	
               Experian.com
            	 
            	Obtain your credit report
         

         
            	
               TransUnion.com
            	 
            	Obtain your credit report
         

      

      HELPFUL SERVICES

      Here are some sites we’ve found handy in a variety of ways.

      
         
            	
               1800GotJunk.com
            	 
            	Junk removal
         

         
            	
               CreditCardGuide.org
            	 
            	Credit card information and service comparison
         

         
            	
               ExcessAccess.org
            	 
            	Donation of goods matches needs of nonprofits
         

         
            	
               MyUS.com
            	 
            	Forward packages to overseas address
         

         
            	
               ShopForDSL.com
            	 
            	Compare local internet service providers
         

         
            	
               USGlobalMail.com
            	 
            	Forward packages to overseas address
         

      

      WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT…

      We have assembled all of these sites into a single collection, indexed and split up into several categories to correspond
            with the nation’s most common shopping needs, as follows:

      ART & COLLECTIBLES

      Whether you want to bid on the original masterworks of the century, poster your dorm room or add to your collection of kitsch,
         we have the online tools to help dress your surroundings in any mode, medium or era, across all price ranges.
      

      CRAFTS & HOBBIES

      Our newest category guides you to all manner of creative, educational and recreational activities, including domestic crafts,
         science experiments, artistic creation, musical performance, building models and more.
      

      ENTERTAINMENT

      Whatever your tastes, we have a listing for just the sort of music, movie or book you may want to find, whether you’re seeking
         old (records, print, video) or new (CD, eBook, DVD) formats. Or, if you prefer a less passive pastime, you can find plenty
         of puzzles and games, as well as tickets to live performances/events.
      

      EPICUREAN

      Named for the sensuous embrace of luxurious living, this section features stores dedicated to grocery items, gourmet foods,
         vintage wines and fine cigars. While there’s an obvious disparity between listings for health food and tobacco products, we
         have to figure that it all balances out.
      

      GADGETS & ELECTRONICS

      Improving life from the outside in, this category includes computer hardware and software, along with a lengthy list of electronics
         for your home or pocket, whether your aim is to enjoy music or to hold conversations over great distances. Then there are
         the whimsical, nonelectric devices that can accomplish stuff bare hands just never could.
      

      HEALTH & BEAUTY

      All the convenience of a corner drugstore, and all the glamour of a high-priced salon; in this section, you will find the
         pills, dressings and ointments it takes to keep your body healthy, as well as all the cosmetics, cleansers and fragrances
         you favor to keep yourself looking and feeling beautiful.
      

      HOME & GARDEN

      From home improvement to making your garden grow, this section comes complete with listings to help furnish any room in the
         house or landscape your grounds with flowers, latticework or even bodies of water.
      

      LIFESTYLES & MEGASTORES

      These are stores that don’t fit the mold. Any of them might offer everything you want to buy in a single location. Some cater
         to a specific lifestyle or interest you may have, while others have simply assembled an eclectic array of merchandise. Either
         way, the benefits of these shops include wide selections and the optimization of shipping charges.
      

      MATERNITY

      Between special equipment and expert advice, the primary focus of this section is the comfort and health of parent and child.
         On the other hand, a thorough selection of fashionable clothing will help show off the radiance of impending motherhood during
         the nine months of changes. You’ll have to see the Epicurean section to satisfy any odd food cravings, though.
      

      MEN’S APPAREL

      Clothes for any event, style or day of the week make for easy browsing with this list of man-friendly stores. If the appropriate
         dress involves a tie, no problem. If jeans are better suited to the activity, find them here. Whether the aim is to impress
         a woman, satisfy the boss or wile away the days in comfort, you can find your threads in the best way possible: fast.
      

      MINORS (0-18)

      From infants to teenagers, this section caters to children, whether you’re doing the shopping for them or they’re picking
         things out themselves. Toy stores will most likely be at the top of their lists, while parents might prefer the clothes or
         educational opportunities, any of which span a range of prices and interests.
      

      PETS

      For the animals with the greatest owners, these sites cover all the basics, like food and hygiene, and even manage to include
         a lot of indulgences, ranging from toys to furniture and even some clothing. A healthy, happy pet is a cinch, whether it walks,
         flies, crawls, swims or trots.
      

      SENIORS

      The tools and products found in this section address the lifestyle changes typically faced by those over the age of fifty-five.
         Most prominently featured are items that promote independent living, whether by combating the symptoms of a particular physical
         ailment or by increasing access to the world of technology.
      

      SHOES & ACCESSORIES

      True style includes every part of the body, from head to toe. With that in mind, this section offers everything from hats
         to shoes, alongside some jewelry, watches and eyewear, with handbags and wallets to stow it all in. Whatever the accoutrements,
         men and women alike will find some great ones here.
      

      SPORTS & OUTDOORS

      Physical lifestyles get more active with less effort thanks to these online shops devoted to home gyms, athletic equipment
         and outdoor gear. Whether you intend to trounce the competition, camp high up in the stratosphere or pursue your own body’s
         limits, these listings will help.
      

      STATIONERY & GIFTS

      The Stationery portions of this section feature anything from personalized letterheads to invitations and greeting cards,
         while the Gifts that are offered include standards like flowers, baskets and confections, with a few innovative ideas thrown
         in for those tough-to-shop-for special occasions.
      

      TRAVEL

      Get out of town. Better yet, do it with ease and comfort. Here you can find several different means of booking flights, car
         rentals, hotel rooms and any other kind of accommodation you might require on your travels. Better still, outfit yourself
         with the right clothes, luggage and other gear, to make getting there nearly as fine as being there.
      

      WOMEN’S APPAREL

      Your wardrobe just got better. In this section, you will find an extensive selection of shops, featuring every layer of clothing
         between the world and your skin. Whether you’re looking for lingerie, swimwear, outerwear or a killer evening gown, here you
         can easily find the best designers and/or the greatest bargains.
      

      CHARITY

      Have you got something to give? Here are some fine ways to devote yourself to the betterment of the planet, whether you’re
         improving peoples’ lives or saving the environment. If nothing else, in this section you’ll discover that helping out is easier
         and more effective today than ever before.
      

      HOW TO USE thepurplebook

      While we’ve made every effort to be discriminating, the number of web sites listed in this book does exceed 1,600. Though
         these comprise a mere fraction of the tens of thousands of sites we viewed, we’re well aware that it’s a lot to handle. With
         this in mind, we’ve split the book into nineteen categories, and designed a system to make individual sites and products easier
         to locate. If you’re looking for a good place to shop or find a gift, for example, you can browse the alphabetical site listings.
         If you have something more specific in mind, you can search one of our several indexes for products, companies or key words.
      

      BROWSING

      Within each category, thepurplebook site listings are arranged alphabetically by URL and presented along with a five-or-six-sentence review that should give
         you a general idea of what to expect from the site before ever logging on. Alongside these reviews, you will find icons that
         evaluate the site’s service, selection and usability, as well as a list of key words describing the store’s product selection.
      

      Using the icons and key words, you can browse each category to find specific product types, or to locate stores that offer
         services like gift wrapping or overnight delivery. See the sample site listing below, and the descriptions on the following
         pages, for further details.
      

      SAMPLE SITE LISTING

      
      Novica.com

      Novica • 877-266-8422

      The best way to fill your home with the exotic trinkets and art pieces of foreign cultures has always been to travel the world
         extensively, picking your wares from meek and often hard-to-reach markets and bazaars, smuggling items back home through customs
         and fabricating a story full of peril and intrigue to explain their origins. Here’s a way to find such hard-to-get merchandise
         without having to catch up on your vaccinations first. Novica offers artifacts from every corner of the globe, complete with
         stories about their significance and discussions with the individuals who handcrafted them. An excellent site making excellent
         use of the web, weary world travelers may now set bags aside and focus upon the true purpose of tourism: tanning.
      

      ACCENTS

      FURNITURE

      GARDEN SUPPLY

      LANDSCAPING

      TABLEWARE

      
Gift Wrapping

Overnight Shipping

[image: art]

Gift Certificates

Standard Shipping

User-friendliness: Good

    
      UNDERSTANDING THE SITE LISTINGS

      URL
      

      Each site in this book has been listed alphabetically by its URL (internet address). We’ve left out the standard http://www. that precedes each domain name and extension. In other words, to visit 
         Novica.com, go to the address bar in your browser and type in 
            http://www.Novica.com.
      

      COMPANY NAME
      

      The company name often does not differ from the site’s URL, especially in the case of exclusively online entities. Occasionally,
         though, a more familiar name may turn up here.
      

      CUSTOMER SERVICE NUMBERS
      

      We’ve listed each company’s customer service phone number along with its site entry (some sites like to hide them). This should
         help if you can’t log on to the site for some reason, or if you cannot easily find the number listed there. Oftentimes when
         things go wrong, using the web site’s human support staff is more productive than sending emails.
      

      REVIEW
      

      These reviews are intended to offer some insight into the breadth and scope of the web site at hand, but more often than not
         have deteriorated into base humor and wry observation. This is wholly to be blamed on the writer, who admittedly does not
         often know a good thing when he sees it.
      

      UNIVERSAL ICONS
      

      The set of round Universal Icons found throughout the book depict some of the particulars about each store that may come in
         handy when deciding where to shop: shipping costs, overnight shipping, gift certificates, gift wrapping, user-friendliness,
         a star to indicate whether a site is exceptionally useful or unique and the word WISH, to designate sites offering wish lists or gift registries (see pages 20-21).
      

      SECTION ICONS
      

      The rectangular Section Icons specific to each chapter have been included to help you distinguish between specific types of
         stores commonly housed in each category. For example, an icon in the Shoes & Accessories section will pinpoint the shoe stores,
         whereas one in the Epicurean section will highlight gourmet foods.
      

      KEY WORDS
      

      At the bottom of each site listing, you will find a list of Key Words that offer general descriptions of the types of products
         available from that store. A quick scan of these words should give you a rough idea of whether a store has what you seek.
      

      UNDERSTANDING THE ICONS

      SHIPPING COSTS

      A huge consideration when shopping online is the cost of shipping and handling. High fees can turn what seemed like a great
         deal into a waste of cash, whereas a cheap shipping policy can mean the difference between competitive prices.
      

      FREE SHIPPING

      Free, Incentivized or Flat Rate Shipping - Sites marked by this icon either cover shipping costs, reduce the cost of shipping
         if you spend more or charge a single, preset amount to cover shipment of your entire order, regardless of cost or weight.
      

      STANDARD SHIPPING

      Standard Shipping Rates - Sites covered by this icon either charge the same weight-based amount for shipping as determined
         by the carrier (usually UPS, FedEx, Airborne Express or the US Postal Service), or compute comparable rates based on the value
         of the purchase.
      

      EXHORBITANT OR UNKNOWN SHIPPING RATES

      Exorbitant or Unknown Shipping & Handling Fees - Sites tagged with this icon either charge excessive handling fees designed
         to pad their profit margins or do not inform you of an order’s shipping charges until after a credit card has been used to
         make the purchase. A third category of these sites simply ship very large, heavy items that require special companies or even
         individual trucks, usually at great expense.
      

      OVERNIGHT SHIPPING

      When you see this icon, the site in question offers the option of overnight shipping or next day delivery, in most cases at
         an extra charge, and often not on weekends. Bear in mind that sites usually have an early-afternoon or morning deadline for
         one-day delivery, and that time zones may consequently play a big role in your last-minute purchases.
      

      GIFT CERTIFICATES

      This icon only appears when gift certificates are available for purchase, in either electronic or paper form. Electronic gift
         certificates will be sent to the recipient’s email address, and therefore make excellent last-second gifts.
      

      GIFT WRAPPING

      We offer an entire section of sites boasting great gift ideas, but really just about any site in this book has the perfect
         gift for somebody. Any site will also send your order in a plain brown box. Some will wrap it up a bit nicer (usually at an
         extra charge). Such sites are noted by this icon.
      

      USER-FRIENDLINESS

      Product selection is the most important aspect to building an online store, but presentation is often what sells, and if using
         a site to make a purchase is just too much work it may not be worth it. We’ve ranked each site’s performance with the following
         three icons:
      

      USER-FRIENDLINESS: EXCELLENT

      These sites have gone the distance to make sure that you can find the products you need without hassle and order them with
         minimal difficulty, either through fancy web design or plain common sense. Or the site only has a handful of products to begin
         with and everything may be viewed or purchased on one page. Either way, we wish all the sites qualified for this rank, but
         very few did.
      

      USER-FRIENDLINESS: GOOD

      Savvy web shoppers are used to the industry standard—a left-side menu of options, with a few more general choices thrown across
         the top of the page for good measure. Such sites warrant no complaints, as everything you need is laid out logically so that
         browsing and buying is easy on the mind, and only hard on the mouse-clicking finger.
      

      USER-FRIENDLINESS: POOR

      In some cases, these sites involve dramatic and failed attempts to create the virtual world’s best new shopping technique.
         On the other end of the spectrum are the web designers who simply weren’t up to the task. In between, we have the online shopkeepers
         who apparently didn’t care, and scattered their products haphazardly across cyberspace for hackers to trip over. Whatever
         the case, these sites are often impossible to load, browse and/or order from. Ironically, these aberrations wouldn’t have
         made the cut except that they’re offering some of the best the web has to offer.
      

      [image: art]

      thepurplebook RECOMMENDS

      If you see this star next to a site you know that we found some reason to favor it over the rest. Either it stands out among
         its field of competitors with excellent offerings and design, or it stands alone by offering something unique and/or innovative
         to the realm of e-commerce.
      

      WISH LISTS & REGISTRIES

      Our newest Icon will clue you in to sites offering wish lists, gift registries and bridal registries. These will allow you
         to browse and save all the products you want so that your friends and loved ones may browse your selection at their leisure
         and buy you the perfect gift every time. This is particularly useful when buying for children.
      

      USING THE INDEXES

      These indexes will help you track down specific products, stores and sites of interest in the most efficient manner.

      KEY WORD INDEXES

      Located in the introduction to each section you will find a key word index that can help you locate which stores carry particular
         types of products within that category.
      

      PRODUCT INDEX (PAGE 614)

      At the end of the book you will find a detailed listing of products and the corresponding names of sites that carry them.
         Note that this is not necessarily a comprehensive list, and that you will be able to find some of these products on sites
         not mentioned in the index. By the same token, using the key word indexes within each section, you are bound to find some
         products we missed. (Please note that, when using this index, general terms will refer to sites that carry an abundant variety
         of products, while specific terms will clue you in to dedicated and exemplary selections. For example, a site indexed to the
         word “accents (for the home)” will offer a great assortment of vases, throw pillows and room dividers. However, a site indexed
         to the term “accents, room dividers” may only be presumed to offer a decent variety of dividers, but won’t necessarily offer
         vases or throw pillows).
      

      BRAND NAME & COMPANY INDEX (PAGE 657)

      This list of brand and company names, located at the end of the book, is simply meant to help you locate web sites for companies
         that may not otherwise be readily familiar.
      

      URL INDEX (PAGE 673)

      Also located at the end of the book, this index simply lists each of the site URLs in alphabetical order, regardless of category.

      FIND ONLY WHAT YOU NEED… AND LET US KNOW WHAT YOU LIKE

      We at thepurplebook are always looking for ways to improve this book directly, and welcome all constructive criticism, suggestions and ideas
         to help us do so. If you would like to submit a comment, look for the Suggest A Site or Contact Us links on our web site,
         
         www.thepurplebook.com. Or, fill out and submit the feedback form in the back of this book. Thank you, and happy shopping!
      

   
      Art 
& Collectibles

      It’s not often that shopping doubles as an enlightening pursuit, but for this first section of our book we’ve found many sites
         that prove as culturally enriching as they are convenient. After all, how many museums would you have to visit to view the
         same number of artworks you can see online in a single afternoon? Better yet, you’re not subjected to anybody else’s views
         of what fine art should be. Whether you’re buying an original Picasso or a reproduction of dogs playing poker, when you shop
         online, there’s nobody around to second-guess.
      

      Of course, more than paintings can be found on the web sites featured in this section. We discovered a very healthy selection
         of sculpture, photography, posters and prints created by emerging artists, old masters and traditional craftsmen. Pottery,
         woodcarvings and other cultural artifacts may return less on your investment, but they’re no less lovely, and in many cases
         purchasing them may even support a few starving artisans. If you’re searching for artifacts that have already withstood the
         test of time, take a look at our bevy of online antique shops, which offer endless selections of beautiful relics, without
         forcing us to drive down endless backcountry roads. On the opposite end of the spectrum you’ll find stores favoring kitsch
         and other pop culture collectibles that chronicle the times in stamp, coin, crystal, autograph and action figure form. Turns
         out, collecting art and collectibles can be a pretty indulgent pursuit, but there’s a reason they call it enrichment.
      
 

      TIPS ON BUYING ART & COLLECTIBLES ONLINE

      These suggestions should help prevent your cultural purchases from offending the senses.

      • COLOR DISCREPANCIES •
      

      Differences in monitor settings and digital image compression in most cases mean that the image you see online of a painting,
         print or poster may not match up precisely to the actual colors of the item. Usually, this difference is trivial.
      

      • CERTIFY AUTHENTICITY •
      

      Original artwork, antiques, collectibles and memorabilia can be a very large investment. Online, as in person, it is very
         important that you receive a valid certificate of authenticity with your purchase. Make sure the online seller guarantees
         such certification before you make your purchase, and definitely make a phone call if you are uncertain.
      

      • CHECK FRAMING OPTIONS & COSTS •
      

      In some cases, you may anticipate paying a lot for a specific item, and will be ready to make your online purchase. However,
         some merchants may include default framing options that run up the price of the work. When buying framed artwork, be sure
         you’re not paying more for the frame than you are for the art itself.
      

      • SHIPPING INSURANCE •
      

      As with any valuable long-distance purchase, you’ll want to be sure your merchandise is insured during transit. This section
         in particular includes many fragile and/or one-of-a-kind pieces, and it’s a safe bet to be covered in case your order shows
         up in pieces. When in doubt, call before ordering.
      

      • SHIPPING WEIGHTS & COSTS •
      

      Heavy frames, bulky materials and odd sizes can significantly drive up the cost of shipping art items. Before you agree to
         a purchase, take note of the shipping methods and rates offered by the vendor, so you won’t find too big a surprise on your
         credit card bill.
      

      • REMEMBER WHY YOU BUY •
      

      Impulse buys are easy to make online, but if you’re going to relish your art purchase, most of the time you’ll want to take
         a moment to consider whether you’re buying something because you appreciate its artistic sensibilities, or whether you simply
         think it will look cool filling an empty spot in your home. More important, you might want to take measurements to make sure
         the artwork in question will actually fit in that spot.
      

      • KNOW YOUR PRINTS •
      

      The definition of the word print can be pretty vague, as it’s commonly used to refer to lithographs, glicées, silk-screens, computer reproductions and more.
         When ordering a print, be sure to take note of its production technique.
      

      • CARE FOR YOUR INVESTMENTS •
      

      Your original piece of art will quite likely increase in value over time (presuming you select wisely), so you’ll want to
         stay well versed on preservation techniques and supplies for whichever medium you’ve decided to invest in. You may also want
         to take a moment to learn more about the artist, as spreading his or her name and story might help boost the value of your
         purchase.
      

      SITES THAT MAY COME IN HANDY

      The following URLs may be useful when you wish to trade in art, antiques or collectibles.


         
            	
               AntiqueAppraisals.ne
            	 
            	Antique appraisals online (detailed)
         

         
            	
               AntiqueCC.com
            	 
            	Antique and collector pricing guides
         

         
            	
               ArtAntiqueDealersLeague.com
            	 
            	Locate art and antique dealers
         

         
            	
               ArtCyclopedia.com
            	 
            	Locate art museums and collections
         

         
            	
               ArtFact.com
            	 
            	Art auction catalogs and results
         

         
            	
               ArtMarketResearch.com
            	 
            	Art market valuations
         

         
            	
               ArtNet.com
            	 
            	Art gallery directory and news
         

         
            	
               AskArt.com
            	 
            	Information about American artists
         

         
            	
               ASOPA.com
            	 
            	Locate a portrait artist
         

         
            	
               AXA-Art.com
            	 
            	Art and collectibles insurance
         

         
            	
               Directiques.com
            	 
            	Locate art and antique dealers
         

         
            	
               Kovels.com
            	 
            	Antique and collectibles price guide
         

         
            	
               Linns.com
            	 
            	Collectible stamp resource
         

         
            	
               NAADAA.org
            	 
            	National Antique and Art Dealers Association of America
         

         
            	
               NAWCC.org
            	 
            	Clock and watch collectors resource
         

         
            	
               PCGS.com
            	 
            	Collectible coin price guide
         

         
            	
               WhatsItWorthToYou.com
            	 
            	Antique appraisals online (general)
         

      

      MUSEUM GIFT SHOPS & GALLERY SITES

      These sites represent international museums and their respective gift shops.

      
         AMNH.org
      

      
         ArtInstituteShop.org
      

      
         AsiaSociety.org
      

      
         BrooklynArt.org
      

      
         FolkArtMuseum.org
      

      
         Frick.org
      

      
         Getty.edu
      

      
         Guggenheim.org
      

      
         Louvre.fr
      

      
         MetMuseum.org
      

      
         MFA.org
      

      
         MOCA.org
      

      
         MoMAStore.org
      

      
         NeueGallerie.org
      

      
         NGA.gov
      

      
         NYBGShopInTheGarden.org
      

      
         SalvadorDaliMuseum.org
      

      
         SFMoMA.org
      

      
         Smithsonianstore.com
      

      
         WarholStore.com
      

      
         Whitney.org
      

      *For in-depth reviews of these sites and more, check out www.thepurplebook.com.

      SECTION ICON LEGEND

      Use the following guide to understand the rectangular icons that appear throughout this section.

      
      
      	[image: art]	 
      	ANTIQUES
      

      	 
      	Either we’re getting older, or antiques are getting newer. Regardless, whenever technology passes an object by, it becomes
         antiquated, the irony being that its value may rise. We found sites offering a wider range of antique objects and furniture
         than we can list here. Suffice it to say, if it’s out there, it’s online.
      
      

      
      		 	 
     

      
      	[image: art]	 
      	COLLECTIBLES
      

      	 
      	Their value may be monetary, sentimental, decorative, based in hobby or invested against the future. The objects denoted by
         this symbol may be stamps, coins, baseball cards, collector’s plates, porcelain figurines or any variety of similar items
         people see fit to collect.
      
      

      
      		 	 
     

      
      	[image: art]	 
      	ORIGINAL ARTWORK
      

      	 
      	This icon is meant to distinguish those sites that offer artworks that have actually been crafted by their creators, as opposed
         to prints, reproductions, replicas, posters or artifacts created in kind along an assembly line.
      
    

    
      		 	 
     

      
      	[image: art]	 
      	POSTERS & PRINTS
      

      	 
      	The affordable way to fill your walls with the flat images that stir your fancy, posters include photos of athletes and movie
         stars as well as replicas of famous paintings, pinup girls and sleek automobiles. Prints usually fare a little better; at
         least, they tend to feature a higher-quality paper…
      
    

  

      LIST OF KEY WORDS

      The following words represent the types of items typically found on the sites listed in this section. You will find them listed
            in the orange strip at the bottom of each entry, as appropriate.

           
      
         
            	ARTIFACTS
            	Cultural objects ranging from fossils, maps and pottery to religious, political and military items.
         

         
            	BOOKS & MEDIA
            	Books, audio recordings, video and software pertaining to art history, antiques, artifacts and collectibles.
         

         
            	COLLECTING
            	Hobbies such as collectible stamps, coins, baseball cards and comic books, etc.
         

         
            	DECORATIVE
            	Art and collectibles that are created more to accent living space than as an act of self-expression.
         

         
            	EMERGING ART
            	Original art created by unknown and/or obscure contemporary artists.
         

         
            	KITSCH
            	Items adhering to popular culture; things like cartoon lunchboxes, promotional movie items, refrigerator magnets and old advertisements.
               This stuff is often as gaudy as it sounds, and often quite remarkable.
            
         

         
            	LIMITED ED.
            	Prints and posters produced in limited editions or limited numbers.
         

         
            	MASTER ARTISTS
            	The work of acclaimed and historically relevant artists, in original art, reproduction or print form.
         

         
            	MEMORABILIA
            	Collectible items focusing on cultural/historical figures or events, usually in the world of politics, sports or entertainment,
               including autographs and commemorative merchandise.
            
         

         
            	PAINTINGS
            	Original paintings or painted reproductions by celebrated or unknown artists.
         

         
            	PHOTOGRAPHY
            	Artistic and/or documentary prints by famed or obscure photographers, either in limited or mass edition.
         

         
            	POSTERS
            	Usually low-quality replications of popular and/or licensed images from art, sports, graphic design or entertainment.
         

         
            	PRINTS
            	Higher quality, printed reproductions of rare and/or popular images, often in limited edition.
         

         
            	REPRODUCTIONS
            	Artistic pieces replicating well-known original artwork, whether painting or sculpture, usually using the same medium, often
               by hand.
            
         

         
            	SCULPTURE
            	Three-dimensional artistic designs made from a variety of materials, whether in replica form or made by the original artists.
         

      

    
    KEY WORD INDEX

    Use the followings lists to locate online retailers that sell the art and collectibles you seek.

      ARTIFACTS

      
         AncientArt.co.uk
      

      
         AntiqNet.com
      

      
         BathAntiquesOnline.com
      

      
         Biddingtons.com
      

      
         Chisholm-Poster.com
      

      
         CollectorsPrints.com
      

      
         CondeNastArt.com
      

      
         DoWahDiddy.com
      

      
         HeritagePhotographs.com
      

      
         JosephMarc.com
      

      
         MaxillaAndMandible.com
      

      
         OldPrintShop.com
      

      
         PopHouse.com
      

      
         RauAntiques.com
      

      
         RubyLane.com
      

      BOOKS & MEDIA

      
         AnselAdams.com
      

      
         ArtRepublic.com
      

      
         Biddingtons.com
      

      
         Guild.com
      

      
         OldPrintShop.com
      

      
         PhotoEye.com
      

      
         PopHouse.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      COLLECTING

      
         Automates-Anciens.com
      

      
         BathAntiquesOnline.com
      

      
         CoinWire.com
      

      
         CollectableDieCast.com
      

      
         CollectiblesToday.com
      

      
         DavidHall.com
      

      
         EntertainmentEarth.com
      

      
         FranklinMint.com
      

      
         JamesMcCusker.com
      

      
         JosephMarc.com
      

      
         KenmoreStamps.com
      

      
         KidRobot.com
      

      
         LilliputMotorCompany.com
      

      
         RauAntiques.com
      

      
         RubyLane.com
      

      
         StampFinder.com
      

      
         Steuben.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      
         UpperDeckStore.com
      

      
         USMint.gov
      

      DECORATIVE

      
         AllPosters.com
      

      
         AntiqNet.com
      

      
         ArtSelect.com
      

      
         BareWalls.com
      

      
         BathAntiquesOnline.com
      

      
         CollectiblesToday.com
      

      
         CollectorsPrints.com
      

      
         CondeNastArt.com
      

      
         DoWahDiddy.com
      

      
         Guild.com
      

      
         MD-Canvas.com
      

      
         PopHouse.com
      

      
         RauAntiques.com
      

      
         RubyLane.com
      

      
         Statue.com
      

      
         Steuben.com
      

      
         Tapestries-Inc.com
      

      
         TheMaskStore.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      
         WallKandy.com
      

      
         Yokodana.com
      

      EMERGING ART

      
         Art4Sale.com
      

      
         Biddingtons.com
      

      
         DeviantArt.com
      

      
         EyeStorm.com
      

      
         Guild.com
      

      
         MixedGreens.com
      

      
         NextMonet.com
      

      
         OnlineGalleryArt.com
      

      
         PacePrints.com
      

      
         PaintingsDirect.com
      

      
         PhotoEye.com
      

      
         PicassoMio.com
      

      KITSCH

      
         AllPosters.com
      

      
         AntiqNet.com
      

      
         Art.com
      

      
         Automates-Anciens.com
      

      
         BareWalls.com
      

      
         BathAntiquesOnline.com
      

      
         Cartoon-Factory.com
      

      
         ClassicPhotos.com
      

      
         CollectiblesToday.com
      

      
         CollectorsPrints.com
      

      
         DoWahDiddy.com
      

      
         EntertainmentEarth.com
      

      
         FranklinMint.com
      

      
         KidRobot.com
      

      
         LilliputMotorCompany.com
      

      
         PopHouse.com
      

      
         PosterGroup.com
      

      
         RubyLane.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      LIMITED ED.

      
         ArtRock.com
      

      
         Automates-Anciens.com
      

      
         Biddingtons.com
      

      
         Cartoon-Factory.com
      

      
         EntertainmentEarth.com
      

      
         ESGallery.com
      

      
         EyeStorm.com
      

      
         FranklinMint.com
      

      
         GlobalGallery.com
      

      
         JosephMarc.com
      

      
         KidRobot.com
      

      
         MovieGoods.com
      

      
         OnlineGalleryArt.com
      

      
         PhotoEye.com
      

      
         PicassoMio.com
      

      
         PosterGroup.com
      

      
         Tapestries-Inc.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      
         Yaneff.com
      

      MASTER ARTISTS

      
         AllPosters.com
      

      
         AnselAdams.com
      

      
         Art4Sale.com
      

      
         ArtOnCanvas.com
      

      
         BareWalls.com
      

      
         BasilStreet.com
      

      
         EyeStorm.com
      

      
         GlobalGallery.com
      

      
         MastersCollection.com
      

      
         OceansBridge.com
      

      
         OnlineGalleryArt.com
      

      
         PacePrints.com
      

      
         PicassoMio.com
      

      
         RauAntiques.com
      

      
         Yaneff.com
      

      MEMORABILIA

      
         ArtRock.com
      

      
         AutographsForSale.com
      

      
         BathAntiquesOnline.com
      

      
         Cartoon-Factory.com
      

      
         ClassicPhotos.com
      

      
         CollectorsPrints.com
      

      
         CondeNastArt.com
      

      
         DoWahDiddy.com
      

      
         FranklinMint.com
      

      
         GraphicExpectations.com
      

      
         JosephMarc.com
      

      
         OldPrintShop.com
      

      
         OnlineSports.com
      

      
         RoslynHerman.com
      

      
         RubyLane.com
      

      
         TIAS.com
      

      
         UpperDeckStore.com
      

      
            AllPosters.com

      
            AllPosters.com • 888-654-0143

      Somewhere between wallpaper and paintings there are posters. You can’t find a less expensive way to fill your walls with the
         indelible images of great artists, and this specialty retailer knows how to make it easy for you to find them. Of course,
         it’s not all high-culture here, as there’re plenty of movie posters, celebrity glamour shots and spectacular athletic moments
         captured on film, each equally easy to locate. Finally, there are harder-to-categorize images, such as pictures of unicorns
         or a baby playing the drums; and yet somehow even these may be found without difficulty.
      

      DECORATIVE

      KITSCH

      MASTER ARTISTS

      POSTERS

      Gift Certificates

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      
            AmericanPostcardArt.com

      
            AmericanPostcardArt.com • 941-954-3124

      “With topics ranging from Art Nouveau Pigeons to the Zodiac,” this vintage prints retailer boasts over 80,000 images culled
         from a half-century’s worth of postcards, and not all of them American. Visit the International section to see what sort of
         images people in Cuba, Sri Lanka or Japan send each other, or browse by People, Places or Things for a wide variety of early
         20th-century depictions of Bathing Beauties, Amusement Parks, Drive-Thru Trees and endless charming topics. Browsing is thoroughly
         entertaining and all images are available in several sizes on canvas, watercolor paper or as glossy photo prints. You rarely
         see such charming decorative art at so reasonable a price.
      

      PHOTOGRAPHY

      POSTERS

      PRINTS

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      
            AncientArt.co.uk

      Ancient Art Online • 44-208-882-1509

      New stuff is all right, but this intriguing site makes a case that old is better. With a selection ranging from Roman coins
         and Greek swords to the handwritten pages of a medieval Bible, we mean really old. Going back a little further, you can also
         find Egyptian beads and Chinese pottery dating from the Ming, Yuan, Han or Tang dynasties. And if that makes you wonder just
         how ancient these artifacts get, look to the Fossils category, where you’ll find such desirable dinosaur items as eggs, bones
         and dung—all right, so not all of this stuff is expressly beautiful, but it’s never less than fascinating.
      

      ARTIFACTS

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      
         [image: art]
      

      
            AnselAdams.com

      The Ansel Adams Gallery • 888-361-7622

      Even in the unlikely event that the name doesn’t ring a bell, you’re undoubtedly familiar with at least one of the images
         captured by this most prolific landscape photographer. Adams gained fame taking beautiful pictures of natural sites such as
         Yosemite National Park and Alaska’s Mt. McKinley. Likewise, all the photographers featured in this shop offer landscape portraits
         in natural settings, here in the form of posters, calendars and original photography. The only way to get a better glimpse
         of the beautiful world around us is to go out and take a look for yourself.
      

      PHOTOGRAPHY

      BOOKS & MEDIA

      MASTER ARTISTS

      Gift Certificates

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      
            AntiqNet.com

      888-959-1605 • 
            AntiqNet.com

      As years go by, the definition of “antique” continually expands to include items from more and more eras past. It’s therefore
         not surprising that more antiques stores exist than anyone would care to count. AntiqNet strives to bring thousands of these
         stores together on the web so that antiques hunters can track down rare items in one easy place. They’ve mostly succeeded,
         but not without problems. First, with over 5,000 vendors contributing every imaginable kind of item, finding what you want
         could take a while. Secondly, many of these wares are not actually available for online purchase, meaning all these antiques
         have been brought together in one difficult place.
      

      DECORATIVE

      ARTIFACTS

      KITSCH

      Exhorbitant or Unknown Shipping Rates

      User-friendliness: Poor

      
         [image: art]
      

      Wish Lists & Registries

      
            Art.com

      800-952-5592 • 
            Art.com

      What do you get from the art site with the easiest to remember name? For starters, over 100,000 posters, prints and photographs
         bearing some quite memorable images rendered by some of this and every century’s greatest, all at quite competitive prices.
         Oh yeah, several of these are actually posters and 8x10 glossy photos celebrating top sports figures, pop stars, actors and
         less easily categorized personalities (Einstein, anyone?). Does the inclusion of these alternatives to wallpapering a teenager’s
         bedroom besmirch the good name of “Art”? We can only hope.
      

      PHOTOGRAPHY

      KITSCH

      POSTERS

      PRINTS

      Gift Certificates

      Free Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      Wish List

      
            Art4Sale.com

      561-630-5050 • Swahn Galleries

      The Swahn Gallery, operating out of North Palm Beach, Florida, boasts a 12,000-square-foot showroom to house the many paintings
         passing through its collection, but for those of us far from America’s Southeast, this online arm of the fine art dealer will
         suffice. With perpetual auctions taking places and consigned collections for sale, the eclectic assortment of art here can
         be confusing to sort through, and many visits to the site may prove disappointing. Rest assured, though, there is plenty of
         amazing stuff housed within these pages, and whatever your taste, a little perseverance will make all the difference in finding
         that enviable gem by one of the world’s best known or up-and-coming artists.
      

      PAINTINGS

      EMERGING ART

      MASTER ARTISTS

      Exhorbitant or Unknown Shipping Rates

      User-friendliness: Poor

      
            ArtOnCanvas.com

      314-436-1118 • 
            ARTonCANVAS.com

      Specializing in “Museum Framed Fine Art Reproductions On Canvas,” this site’s offerings are a bit limited, and not exactly
         unique. However, there may be no better way to find a decoratively framed, replica oil painting at so reasonable a price.
         Masterworks by the likes of Raphael, Michelangelo and Boticelli are digitally transferred onto canvas, then hand-coated “with
         a subtle crackle finish… which reflects the patina of the original.” You’ll also find a wealth of Impressionist and contemporary
         pieces, enough to turn your home into a replica museum. Since each reproduction is printed and framed to order, you may opt
         to shrink or enlarge the artwork as needed to fit your available wall space… not exactly pleasing to the purist, but handy
         for the interior decorator.
      

      PAINTINGS

      MASTER ARTISTS

      REPRODUCTIONS

      Exhorbitant or Unknown Shipping Rates

      User-friendliness: Good

      
            ArtRepublic.com

      Archer Publications • 011-44-1273-724829

      “Free Delivery Worldwide” makes this UK site an especially great find for those of us with transatlantic tastes. Granted,
         these are posters we’re talking about—not exactly the hardest products to find in domestic web shops. Also, the prices list
         in pounds sterling, which doesn’t exactly translate well against the American dollar these days (as the site’s currency converter
         will tell). Still, in many cases these guys do offer a selection of art posters slightly larger, if not more sophisticated,
         than those seen on any of the massive retailers this side of the pond, so keep it in mind when you have trouble finding that
         particular poster.
      

      BOOKS & MEDIA

      POSTERS

      Free Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      
            ArtRock.com

      ArtRock Online • 415-777-5736

      The rock poster has become an iconic art form all its own, and just happens to be this site’s specialty. A constantly changing
         selection proves a constantly reliable source for classic posters commemorating concerts by legend like the Beatles, Led Zeppelin
         and Jimi Hendrix. Lest you think the art form archaic, a Modern Rock section proves the genre alive and well, with colorful,
         design-savvy and/or psychedelic limited editions hyping the likes of the Beastie Boys, White Stripes and even the late, great
         Wesley Willis. Your walls will never be boring again.
      

      MEMORABILIA

      LIMITED ED.

      POSTERS

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      Overnight Shipping

      
         [image: art]
      

      
            ArtSelect.com

      Art Select • 888-686-4254

      When we purchase art, more often than not our selection is based on the way we personally respond to the subject and style
         of the piece. On this site it’s sometimes more about how the artwork relates to your interior decorating. In addition to Artists,
         Subjects and Art Styles, you may browse this selection of paper prints and canvas reproductions by Colors, which organizes
         the selection of classic images and masterpieces into their predominant tones and shades. Try on a variety of frames, and
         you may quickly find the perfect addition to any room in the house.
      

      PAINTINGS

      PRINTS

      DECORATIVE

      POSTERS

      REPRODUCTIONS

      Gift Certificates

      Free Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      Overnight Shipping

      
            AutographsForSale.com

      
            AutographsForSale.com • 858-571-2754

      Half the fun of getting an autograph is actually asking the famous actress, athlete, musician or astronaut to sign your picture,
         books, sports equipment or body part. However, crossing paths with your favorite celebrities can be tough, so collectors will
         enjoy this site that offers signatures from famous folk across the popular spectrum. Their thoroughly categorized collection
         doesn’t include any body parts, but you can find signed baseballs, magazine covers, compact discs and plenty else.
      

      MEMORABILIA

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Good

      Overnight Shipping

      
            Automates-Anciens.com

      011-33-142-2291 • Galerie Le Sévrien

      It’s as difficult to explain this “androids, automatons and artificial animals” site as it is to use. Multilingual ordering
         requires you to enter items manually, which can be tricky because they often defy description. The key to understanding is
         to begin with the most common product: music boxes. With complex inner mechanics, these beautiful and expensive boxes loop
         up to 144 notes of music. As it turns out, the same quaint European technology has been applied to automated dolls and figures
         that enact repeating scenes, dances and/or musics of their own, similar to cuckoo clock mimes. The selection is deep enough
         to represent the entirety of human imagination, and any of these objects will certainly become the most valuable piece of
         any toy collection.
      

      KITSCH

      COLLECTING

      LIMITED ED.

      REPRODUCTIONS

      Exhorbitant or Unknown Shipping Rates

      User-friendliness: Poor

      
            BareWalls.com

      877-227-3925 • 
            BareWalls.com

      Like a tabula rasa, bare walls offer us an unlimited realm of options, space to fill. That seems to be the general idea here,
         anyway, as this art print and poster seller is set up to provide you with options upon options, which lead to, you guessed
         it, more options. It starts when you browse for an image by Style, Artist or Subject. A long list of categories as general
         as Still Life and as particular as Smoking will each in turn show a long list of subcategories that will lead you to a collection
         of images to peruse. Once you select a piece, though, the choosing doesn’t stop; rather, you then have several framing options
         and in some instances the choice to have the print transferred to canvas, and then to (if you want) have brush strokes added
         by hand.
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            BasilStreet.com

      800-525-9661 • Basil Street Gallery

      Representing the Basil Street Gallery of London, this snooty-sounding dealer offers “framed oil replicas on canvas.” In other
         words, you’ll find some of the greatest paintings history has to offer for mere hundreds of dollars; they just happen to be
         painted by a machine or an art student rather than by the original artist. It may be unoriginal, but it turns out to be a
         great shop to visit if you’ve come to realize you’ll never likely own a real Vermeer, Kandinsky or Magritte but would still
         like to see one on your wall.
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            BathAntiquesOnline.com

      011-44-1225-311061 • Bath Antiques Online

      Boasting “the finest antiques and collectables from the West of England,” this superstore promises “hand-picked items… to
         suit every taste and budget.” Unfortunately, finding these splendid items requires more reading than a Tolstoy novel. Don’t
         be distracted by the Google ads; it’s the alphabetical menu of products you’ll want to browse. Even the left-hand menu of
         “Latest Items,” though the half-finished descriptions will entice, only lead you away from your objective. Should you lose
         patience, this site’s version of a Wish List includes an email form wherein you make a specific request to the shop’s experienced
         buyers, then simply sit back and wait for them to contact you. Not a bad alternative given the difficult nature of this otherwise
         great site.
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            Biddingtons.com

      Biddington’s • 212-838-3572

      Though it sounds like something from The Simpsons, this New York fine art dealer actually offers a pretty brilliant assortment of contemporary artwork across all mediums.
         It just doesn’t do it well. The cluttered, unfriendly site seems to give the impression that the average shopper isn’t good
         enough to browse the great works contained within. However, either by direct purchase or auction those with patience may view
         a solid collection of paintings, photographs, sculpture and prints covering modern abstract movements, realism, surrealism
         and pop art. Most of the artists represented have already established themselves in a museum or gallery, so at the very least
         you know this marketable artwork may be more than just pretty, but a sound investment as well.
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            Cartoon-Factory.com

      The Cartoon Factory • 801-255-5771

      Animation fans will get an anvil-size kick out of this “Largest Selection of Animation Cels on the Internet.” Like a snapshot
         from your favorite cartoon, each of these original production cels, hand-painted images and giclées cover popular characters
         from Disney, Hanna-Barbera, Warner Bros. and The Cartoon Network, as well as cult favorites such as Ren & Stimpy, Beavis & Butthead and The Simpsons. Browsing begins by studio, and like a cat chasing a clever mouse, gets clumsier as it goes. But artwork like this is worth
         more than just the chase.
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            Chisholm-Poster.com

      Chisholm Larsson Gallery • 212-741-1703

      We’ve long been fond of this vintage and international poster specialist based in New York, and have been thrilled to see
         its user-friendliness improve over the years. Although not all of their incredible images are available for purchase, viewing
         the various film, ad and political posters is more fun than ever, either by decade, designer, topic or nation of origin. We’re
         partial to the Russian propaganda of the mid-20th-century, but with more than 18,000 amazing posters in this very well rounded
         catalog, we’d recommend getting comfortable and spending a few hours looking at everything.
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            ClassicPhotos.com

      
            ClassicPhotos.com • 218-365-6219

      Whether it’s Muhammad Ali standing over a knocked-out Sonny Liston, the Beatles performing on The Ed Sullivan Show, Sophia Loren glaring at the cleavage of Jayne Mansfield or the Wright brothers taking flight at Kitty Hawk, the 20th century
         was punctuated by a great variety of memorable images. This site offers a good deal of these memorable pictures, with black-and-white
         8x10s arranged by Celebrity, Sports or the catch-all General Interest category. Browsing here can provide a lot of nostalgic
         fun, except that you have to open each photo on a separate page; then, you already know what most of these pics look like.
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            CoinWire.com

      877-415-4435 • 
            CoinWire.com

      What this coin dealer lacks in pictures, it makes up for in variety. Unlike most of the online US coin dealers we’ve found,
         this one features foreign coins and currency, for starters, and plenty of options in domestic mint to make it worth your while.
         Browsing is slow, though not necessarily difficult. Still, some of these coins do cost a pretty penny, and the lack of pictures
         will make it tough to be sure about the quality of the collectible. In other words, you may want to call to make sure the
         penny you’re buying really is pretty.
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            CollectableDieCast.com

      626-282-2154 • 
            CollectibleDiecast.com

      Some of the greatest cars ever made may be purchased from this site… in miniature form. The die-cast models represent pretty
         much every major manufacturer, both toy and auto, and include special edition machines and cars as memorable as Steve McQueen’s
         1956 Jaguar XKSS, or the Mustang driven by James Bond in Diamonds Are Forever. You’ll also find a few fun extra touches like replacement rims, mechanic action figures and diorama display cases, but the
         best part is that nobody can accuse your car collection of damaging the environment.
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            CollectiblesToday.com

      877-268-6638 • 
            CollectiblesToday.com

      Giving the word collectible a serious workout, this massive store has the capacity to fill every shelf in your home with the assorted offerings of Bradford,
         Hamilton, Ashton Drake, Van Hygan & Smythe, Thomas Kinkade and numerous other manufactured collectible brands. The various
         plates, music boxes, angels and other ornaments make for a dizzying selection, and the site’s many featured shops and browsing
         techniques don’t always help. Fortunately, you can’t summon a single page here without stumbling into adorable, precious,
         memorable and/or delightful pieces for any odd collection you keep.
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            CollectorsPrints.com

      011-44-207-253-1337 • 
            CollectorsPrints.com

      With “over 20,000 genuine antique prints available at any one time,” this vintage art site is your escape from the abstract
         textures and geometries of modern graphic design. These simple, cartoonish and/or realistic sketches, ads and magazine pages
         offer nostalgic renditions of the people and places of the early 20th century. Although these prints are guaranteed authentic,
         you won’t find any scandalous prices here, as even French Erotica from the 1930s doesn’t usually cost more than a hundred
         dollars. Whether you search this selection with traditional or ironic tastes, you’ll find a terrific variety and a lovely
         online window into the pre-computer era.
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            CondeNastArt.com

      Condé Nast Art • 888-728-4021

      The prolific Condé Nast magazine publisher has found a great way to recycle its remarkable cover art from the first half of
         the 20th-century: offering framed and mounted prints through this intriguing web site. After all, it’s not like these unique,
         artist-commissioned works have a place on today’s gaudy and glossy magazine racks. In fact, this selection of Vanity Fair, House & Garden and Vogue covers seem positively classy by comparison, which makes them perfect for use decorative wall art or, if you prefer, as sets
         of note cards. Either way, these lovely photos and illustrations deliver sophistication with a cultural context that makes
         them all the more memorable.
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            DavidHall.com

      David Hall Rare Coins • 800-759-7575

      If you’re interested in seeing a retailer charge thousands of dollars for a single penny, you should check out this dealer
         of rare and memorable coins. It sounds like a bad investment, but it turns out these are “gem quality coins,” which means
         that they’re worth significantly more than nickels and dimes, despite anything the coins themselves may profess. Many of these
         items lack an image, but those that are pictured are done so with great detail. Probably the most reputable dealer online;
         serious collectors should look here first.
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            DeviantArt.com

      deviantART • 877-433-8278

      Don’t expect to log on to this site and find a lot of disturbing images of an adult nature—that’s not necessarily what they
         mean by “deviant.” Then again, you might expect to find some such pieces, because this is one of the great advances of the
         internet: a community of online artists. Individuals upload their photography, digital art and writing for viewing and critiques,
         and in the Shop some are made available for printing, whether in standard formats or on mugs, magnets, coasters and calendars.
         The result is a populist art gallery and print shop that removes the influence of the “art world” and allows you to directly
         interact with vibrant, daring and original work from around the world. In a word: brilliant.
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            DoWahDiddy.com

      Do Wah Diddy • 928-632-5458

      Pop culture has a virtual home here, which you can see by following the Merchandise link. You will actually see the category
         menu laid out in the floor diagram of a house, where links to The Funroom, Attic, Dad’s Den and Mom’s Boudoir prove almost
         as enticing as the items within, and these pop culture collectibles are as kitschy as they come. On any given visit, you may
         find a 50s-era Fallout Shelter sign, old pin-up calendars, fuzzy dice and a dashboard hula dancer. Of course, the site would
         not be complete without special sections devoted to Elvis, Marilyn Monroe and Bettie Page, just like no home is complete without
         a leopard print toilet seat cover.
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            EntertainmentEarth.com

      818-255-0095 • Entertainment Earth

      Probably the most bizarre range of collectibles you’re likely to come across in this life is action figures, which sort of
         qualify as dolls, but are maybe a little more masculine. This shop seems devoted to the things, particularly those that are
         too good to be considered toys. These plastic, molded figurines are akin to comic book art in their flair for style and detail,
         and in fact you’ll find several comic book characters brought to three-dimensional life here. Of course, there’s also plenty
         of Star Wars, GI Joe, The Simpsons and Lord of the Rings figures, and loads of anime characters, but there are hundreds of action figures available and the joy of this shop is in
         discovering the unexpected.
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            ESGallery.com

      703-706-0025 • Elizabeth Stone Gallery

      Unless you’re deeply immersed in the world of picture books, you are probably going to have a difficult time browsing the
         site put up by this purveyor of children’s book illustrations. The whimsical, lovely and occasionally brilliant images are
         arranged strictly by artist, and if an artist’s name has an asterisk beside it, the shop offers no items for sale online.
         Nevertheless, the limited-edition prints, culled from a variety of popular youth titles, are usually worth the time it takes
         to shop, especially when you do find the work of an artist you recognize, such as Lucy Cousins or the inimitable Dr. Seuss.
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            EyeStorm.com

      866-393-4278 • Eyestorm

      Keeping abreast of current trends in art from vantage points in New York City as well as the UK, this site features newly
         discovered emerging artists as well as established masters such as Andy Warhol, David Hockney and Helmut Newton. An excellent
         search feature allows you to sort items by price range, subject and medium as well as by artist, although simply browsing
         is always a pleasure. Brief artist bios explain what the artist is up to and why he or she is receiving recognition, as if
         you couldn’t tell just by viewing the beautifully rendered images. Fine work.
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            FranklinMint.com

      877-843-6468 • The Franklin Mint

      What better way to sell collectible items than to make them yourself? Model cars, Fabergé eggs, special edition plates, celebrity
         dolls and commemorative tankards mark some of the not-so-standard fare offered by this world-leading collectibles manufacturer.
         Look close and you’ll find die-cast metal and porcelain objects thematically linked to race cars, princesses, dragons, patriotism
         and Harley-Davidson motorcycles. Somebody had to make this stuff; we’re just glad they made a web site for our convenience.
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            GlobalGallery.com

      Global Gallery • 888-456-2254

      On the surface, this site seems like just another art poster shop, and in some ways, it is. However, this one offers something
         most of the others don’t: canvas prints. This means that, for a very reasonable price, you may opt to have some of your favorite
         paintings by the likes of Chagall, Van Gogh, Lichtenstein and Picasso printed onto canvas, stretched onto a frame and ready
         to hang. Much cheaper than a hand-painted reproduction, but much sturdier and better looking than a poster, it’s hard to go
         wrong when you have thousands of affordable masterpieces at your disposal.
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            GraphicExpectations.com

      Graphic Expectations • 818-780-5353

      Movie posters aren’t that difficult to find, not even those from foreign countries. But where most movie poster sites end,
         this one is just getting started. Film festival posters, Broadway show posters, music album posters and other similar cultural
         marketing fare dominate the unique and very cosmopolitan selection, along with some French bus stop ads. Browsing by category
         takes a little while, but proves a lot of fun, but you should put aside any expectations, because this one’s bound to surprise
         you.
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            Guild.com

      
            Guild.com • 877-344-8453

      This “source of the finest artists and their work” has a great selection of original art pieces from an extensive list of
         contemporary artists you may not know offhand, but whose work could easily invigorate your environment. The great thing is,
         this stuff isn’t limited to paintings, or even photography. All manner of visual representation has a place here, whether
         of wood, metal, plaster or any other physical form. Ranging from lovely to edgy, this site provides a great way to decorate
         your surroundings while making an investment in the future of art.
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            HeritagePhotographs.com

      Heritage Photographs • 603-456-2159

      The key to appreciating this site is to remember that photography has been around for a long, long time. Hence, when you see
         the category Women Of The 80’s And 90’s, it’s referring to the 1880’s and 1890’s. These vintage photographs date as far back
         as the Civil War, and only as recent as World War 2. Between wars you’ll find plenty of Americana, including pony carts, steam
         locomotives and vintage automobiles. You’ll also find some early fashion photos, pictures of houses and portraits of everyday
         people, as well as singular folk like Abraham Lincoln. Sure, these people never dreamt their immortal images would be available
         for purchase over something called the internet, but if they did, they’d surely be glad to know the photos were available
         in poster sizes.
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            JamesMcCusker.com

      800-852-0076 • James T. McCusker

      First day covers are the sorts of stamps collected by serious philatelists, and given the difficulty of using this specialty
         site, we’d only recommend avid collectors try to shop here. Many sets and individual cachets are available at intermittent
         auctions, but if you find the Online Cover Shopping link you can try the Power Search Menu, selecting from lists of Scott
         numbers, cachet-makers and stamp topics to find some very particular items for sale at prices ranging from a couple bucks
         to hundreds of dollars. If it sounds confusing, well, it is to us too. If it doesn’t, then you’ve just found a great site
         to improve your collection.
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            JosephMarc.com

      215-932-7485 • JosephMarc

      Noticing that, in the antiques market, “online auctions tend to require a leap of faith,” the founders of this Antiques and
         Collectibles Showcase aimed to provide a place where buyers and sellers alike could trade valued pieces securely, without
         artificially driving up the price. The result is a lovely selection of multicultural art, antiques and collectible items that
         you may regard with some semblance of trust, especially if you remain well versed with each dealer’s Seller’s Policy, and
         remember to contact them with any important questions you may have about a product’s appraisal history and condition.
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            KenmoreStamps.com

      800-225-5059 • Kenmore Stamp Co.

      Stamp collectors will find a great source of foreign and domestic postage on this specialty site devoted to philately. Easily
         browsed US Stamp subcategories include First Day Covers, Confederate States, Commemorative Sheets and Errors, while the Foreign
         Stamps category offers stamp samplings of the British Empire, Zeppelin Flight Covers and Asia. Best of all, it’s uncharacteristically
         easy to use; whereas most stamp sites make you research and suffer a bit before finding what you need, here even the fledgling
         collector should come away happy.
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            KidRobot.com

      212-777-7735 • KidRobot

      “Devoted to bringing you the best in urban vinyl action figures,” the attraction of this site may be lost on a lot of people.
         But, if a child lives in your house, or in your soul, the collectible characters found here in abundance might just provide
         one of the more entertaining shopping experiences you’ll find this year. Indeed, the quirky, creative appeal of these limited
         edition designer toys make Beanie Babies look flaccid and boring. Like their bean-filled predecessors, though, many of these
         rare items will probably appreciate in value, but in the meantime will only be appreciated by the young and funky at heart.
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            LilliputMotorCompany.com

      Lilliput • 800-846-8697

      Collectors couldn’t ask for a better source of classic toys than this alluring specialty shop. Steam toys, wind-up toys, rare
         dolls, die-cast models, miniatures and immaculately made game sets head up a selection guaranteed to electrify the young at
         heart, whether you intend to play with them or place them on shelves to be admired. The only real problem we could find with
         this constantly improving site is the lack of a gift wrap feature; given how many of these products make the perfect present
         for the whimsical adult or precocious child, it proves an excellent place to shop for gifts.
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            MastersCollection.com

      The Masters’ Collection • 800-222-6827

      Considering the the prices of fine art, most of us would never dream of hanging a Monet, Renoir, Michelangelo or Degas painting
         on our wall. However, thanks to this hand-painted reproduction specialist, we can afford to enjoy such luxuries in our waking
         lives. Some of the great paintings of the ages have been painstakingly replicated by trained artists, reducing the cost of
         multi-million-dollar images to mere hundreds of bucks. This is the rare situation where it makes more sense to browse by Artist
         than Category, although if you don’t have a master painter in mind, selecting among such sections as Impressionist, Portraits
         and Sur-realists is almost easy enough to be accomplished in your sleep.
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            MaxillaAndMandible.com

      Maxilla & Mandible • 212-724-6173

      Poorly designed and difficult to use, you get the feeling this unique site was designed in some antiquated or even prehistoric
         era, which could explain why it houses such a terrific assortment of dinosaur fossils, animal skulls, ostrich eggs and preserved
         butter-flies. Ordering these authentic and reproduction artifacts can be a real pain, but seeing as the result is a piece
         of natural history you may display on your shelves, we wouldn’t skip it for the world.
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            MD-Canvas.com

      m-dc • 888-345-0870

      The “MD” here stands for “modern digital,” which refers to the process in which this small but appealing selection of decorative
         prints are transferred onto canvas. The canvas is then stretched onto a wooden frame, thus arriving “ready to hang.” The end
         result is an artistic piece of contemporary graphic design that has all the heft and staying power of a traditional painting.
         Follow the Gallery link to view the available images, and while the page will probably take a very long time to load, assuming
         it does you’ll be able to decide quickly if there’s anything here for you.
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            MixedGreens.com

      866-647-3367 • Mixed Greens

      Though this very modern online dealer only features a limited number of artists, each of them offers fashionable and aesthetically
         appealing original work representative of contemporary times. You might find the bubble photos of Julianne Schwartz, the socio-critical
         acrylic yarn portraits of Rob Conger or medicine cabinet prints of Coke Wisdom O’Neal. These emerging artists are relatively
         high profile, and when all the aforementioned works sell out, we’re sure they’ll be replaced by next years up-and-comers.
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            MovieGoods.com

      866-279-2403 • Movie Goods

      Film buffs may ultimately prefer good movies, but for the purposes of home and office decoration this, “the single largest
         online movie poster art product inventory anywhere,” proves particularly satisfying. Aside from new and recent releases, these
         guys offer a healthy selection of vintage posters, either in reproductions/replica, or occasionally original, form. Browsing
         is a lot easier if you have particular films in mind, though the categorical separation of movies by genre, actor, director
         or year should get you closer to what you like.
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            MPAGallery.com

      212-223-1009 • Motion Picture Arts Gallery

      There’s not a lot of cachet in displaying current movie posters in your home; slick, glossy and commercial, most of these
         movies have yet to prove themselves over time. However, put up a vintage movie poster and you certainly demonstrate some class.
         Better yet, if the poster’s in French, you get to display some international flair. This site will help you find a poster
         from as early in film history as 1900, in a variety of genres and from more than a dozen countries in addition to domestic
         releases. You can search by size, title, actors/actresses and director to ensure that your movie posters will be the envy
         of every film buff.
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            NextMonet.com

      888-914-5050 • 
            NextMonet.com

      Claiming to offer “one of the largest collections of original artwork available for purchase anywhere in the world,” this
         art dealer out of Florida could probably get away with just tossing a lot uninspiring sculptures, paintings, photographs and
         prints online and trolling for profits. However, a juried selection process ensures that a “panel of art specialists” appreciates
         the merits of each artist’s work, meaning the selection you’ll find here may be one of the best in contemporary art, not just
         the biggest. At the very least, an hour spent on this site is a fine way to spend an afternoon.
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            OceansBridge.com

      Ocean’s Bridge Group Ltd. • 800-206-3749

      Chances are, you’ve never commissioned an artist to paint your portrait. Well, along comes the internet to change that! This
         site features a wide range of hand-painted reproductions of the great masterpieces of art history, each at a great price.
         But for a little more personal attention, you merely need to email a digital photograph, and a trained artist will transfer
         the image into a painting. Whether it’s a copy of the Mona Lisa, or a hand-painted family portrait, this unique web retailer
         could very well provide the best gift you ever give.
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            OldPrintShop.com

      The Old Print Shop • 212-683-3950

      On the internet, describing a shop as old usually means it’s been in business for maybe a decade. Not this one. Founded in
         1898, it started dealing in 19th-century prints when they were still contemporary. Now online, it offers photos, prints and
         antique maps dating back up to two hundred years and more. These relics of the past captured the nation’s political, natural
         and cultural events as they were happening, and all the while this New York art dealer has been sharing them with collectors
         who favor classic styles and traditional techniques that have fallen by the wayside as technology progresses. Rest assured,
         though, the only computer-aided imagery to be seen in this Old Print Shop is the handiwork of its web designer.
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            OnlineGalleryArt.com

      Gallery Art Online • 305-932-6166

      We might not recommend this hard-to-use site at all, except that when you take the time to dig deep into its collection you’ll
         find a treasure trove of great art. Contemporary masters and emerging talents alike are featured among the many, many product
         categories, which turn usually describe the visual or sculptural medium, such as Acrylic, Animation Cell, Bas-Relief, Bronze,
         Collage, Engraved Lithograph, Silk Screen and other mixed varieties. While this may occasionally lead you to something perfect,
         your best bet might be to search one of your favorite modern artists: you’ll be surprised how many may turn up.
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            OnlineSports.com

      
            OnlineSports.com • 800-856-2638

      This site may just offer the widest price range discrepancy ever seen in the online sale of basketballs. See, you can buy
         a ball here for a measly five bucks. Or you can buy one autographed by Michael Jordan, and suddenly the price shoots up to
         nearly $2000. A poorly constructed sporting goods store, the strength of this site really lies in its Memorabilia section,
         which is full of autographed and commemorative items ranging from photographs and trading cards to jerseys and batting gloves.
         It’s still a terrible site to shop from, but hardcore sports fans might just find a valuable new addition to their collections.
      

      MEMORABILIA

      Gift Certificates

      Standard Shipping

      User-friendliness: Poor

      Overnight Shipping

      
            PacePrints.com

      877-440-7223 • Pace Editions

      If you’re uncertain about the difference between a poster and a print, this proves an excellent site to find out, as it does
         a great job of distinguishing between the two. More importantly, it also does a great job of demonstrating just how beautiful
         and evocative a fine art print can be, offering an incredible selection covering a wide range of techniques and styles. Browsing
         begins with the Artist link, which reveals an alphabetical listing of mostly unfamiliar names (although luminaries such as
         Claes Oldenburg, Ed Ruscha, Roy Lichtenstein and Kate Shepherd may also be found). To get a good feel for each artist, we
         suggest finding the Selected Images section, which allows you to view some brilliant samples on a single page.
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            PaintingsDirect.com

      212-504-8151 • 
            PaintingsDirect.com

      One problem particular to shopping for art online is that the world is filled with contemporary artists we’ve never heard
         of, so locating a piece that suits our needs can require a lot of research and a lot of digging through artwork that’s not
         quite right. This dealer of modern paintings has found a way to skirt this issue by thoroughly organizing each of its 10,000
         or so products so that you may perform complex searches for specific Subjects, Styles, Techniques, Size and Price Range. You
         may even pinpoint dominant colors and browse artists based on the current status of their reputations. There may be no ideal
         way to browse 10,000 paintings, but if you use this site properly, you won’t have to.
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            PhotoEye.com

      800-227-6941 • Photo-Eye Gallery

      Specializing in artistic photography, this online art dealer offers three different shopping arenas and a Magazine link. First
         up are the Galleries, which offer a deep and splendid variety of photographs, prints of which may usually be purchased unmatted
         and unframed. The Bookstore, of course, caters more to coffee table collectors, with art books featuring specific artists
         or themes, including some signed and first editions. Thirdly, the Auctions category offers an uneven smattering of everything,
         with new lots constantly added, and which give you the impression at least that you’re really chasing down hard-to-come-by
         titles. None of these shopping areas may be perfect, but they all offer captivating, beautiful and/or moving images to look
         at.
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            PicassoMio.com

      877-212-5879 • PicassoMio

      This site’s “juried selection of thousands of one-of-a-kind and limited edition artworks…is sourced from over a thousand artists
         and art dealers, across Europe, Americas and worldwide.” Such sweeping scope gives them bragging rights to a snootiness their
         competitors just can’t match. It also fills the site with untold pages of material, so much that search and browsing techniques
         can’t always keep up. Though it gives you a good idea of what styles and techniques have come to pass in the art world, gems
         are hard to find unless you have the patience to pursue them.
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      Gift Certificates

      Free Shipping
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            PopHouse.com

      House Pop-Culture Artifacts • 888-515-2327

      This kitschy retailer has a mad and hilarious assortment of either timeless or dated materials, depending on your point of
         view. With merchandise ranging in subject from Jesus to Ronald Reagan, with a dab of Fat Albert in between, you can be sure
         that these lunchboxes, trading cards, wobble-head dolls and salt’n’pepper shakers will have you shaking your head and/or clicking
         furiously at the Add to Cart button. In search of a Madonna action figure? Look no further. Just be aware that there’s more
         than one product per category—keep an eye out for links at the bottom of the page.
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      Standard Shipping
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            PosterGroup.com

      The Ross Group • 866-897-1525

      You probably wouldn’t put many of today’s advertising posters on your wall, and we’re guessing they felt much the same way
         in early 20th-century Europe. Nevertheless, some of those posters did survive the age and we can now clearly appreciate the
         craftsmanship displayed by early commercial artists in what was truly a burgeoning young art form. The charming illustrated
         images here promoted such delights as food, drink, operas, circuses, movies, travel opportunities and military service in
         much more intriguing ways than we’re used to today. Then, who’s to say collectors in Europe won’t be hanging the bikini and
         beer of our liquor stores on their walls someday?
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      Wish Lists & Registries

      Overnight Shipping

      
            RauAntiques.com

      M.S. Rau Antiques • 800-544-9440

      For nearly a century, this fine antiques dealer has taken up residence in New Orleans’ French Quarter, and it’s still here
         to be “the most comprehensive antiques site on the web.” While it may not boast the largest, or even the most varied selection
         of antique furniture, jewelry, art and cultural artifacts, it’s quite probable this is the best site of its kind. The key
         here is that it’s “fine antiques,” meaning that these wares are incredibly valuable (read: expensive), and brilliant to see.
         For starters, you won’t find better canes, clocks or music boxes anywhere, and there are more than a dozen other categories
         to consider.
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            RoslynHerman.com

      Roslyn Herman & Co. • 718-846-3496

      Offering “Authentic Celebrity Apparel,” which means that all of this stuff was at one time owned by somebody famous, the site’s
         wares include certificates of authenticity to prove it. Thus you may find items like Charlie Chaplin’s cuff links, Cary Grant’s
         wallet, a fur worn by Bette Davis and one of Joan Crawford’s pillboxes (no wire hangers, though). Consisting mostly of jewelry
         and other fashion accessories, it may cause you to question many of these legends’ sense of style, but then again, in many
         cases that’s exactly why these items are intriguing to begin with.
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      Free Shipping

      User-friendliness: Poor

      
            RubyLane.com

      415-864-4563 • Ruby Lane

      Ruby Lane has gathered hundreds of small antique and collector’s shops together under one massive web site, allowing you a
         single point of access to an incredible wealth of memorabilia, artwork, furniture, jewelry and kitsch from points international.
         While the prospect of finding a single, unique item in the mix of thousands might seem terrifying, the proprietors of this
         site have actually done a terrific job over the years organizing and arranging all these products into sortable sections;
         if you filter by sub-category and price range you may just narrow down your selection to a couple dozen or so. Even if you
         have to look through 500 items, though, the amazing opportunity to find the exact sort of rare item you want makes the whole
         hunt worthwhile.
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            StampFinder.com

      954-581-2751 • Stamp Finder

      You must really be devoted to philately to put yourself through this one, or at least know what it is. That’s because this
         site operates exclusively for the stamp collector, whether a collection is strictly domestic or includes postage from all
         over the planet. The irony of some of these stamps is that they don’t cover current postal rates, and wouldn’t get a letter
         to its destination, but here they sell for sometimes exponentially more than the cost to send a first-class flat. A complicated
         and thorough search feature holds this site together, but as it turns out, photos are miserably lacking. Know what you’re
         here for going in, or put it off.
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            Statue.com

      877-675-2634 • 
            Statue.com

      If you’ve been wondering where you can pick up a lovely marble statue for your lawn or entrance hall, now you have an answer.
         While slow to load and at times convoluted, there’s no denying this site’s massive selection, which includes classic reproductions
         along the lines of Michelangelo’s David and the Venus de Milo, as well as a slew of cherubs (plus fountains). You may also find the busts of famous people (Beethoven
         for example) and plenty representing the native cultures of Africa and the Americas. Be sure to keep an eye on the shipping
         costs of these heavy items.
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            Steuben.com

      800-424-4240 • Steuben Glass

      Having spent nearly 100 years “at the forefront of glass design,” it’s little surprise that Steuben offers a variety of exquisite
         creations, whether sculpted from molten crystal or cut from cooled glass. They have beautiful bowls, vases, candleholders
         and hand coolers (holdovers from the 17th/18th centuries), plus a list of miscellaneous products ranging from paperweights
         to clocks. These dazzling wares prove ironic: who’d have thought one could spend so much time looking at something you can
         actually see through?
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            Tapestries-Inc.com

      Heirloom European Tapestries • 800-699-6836

      Operating out of Northern California, this company imports fine hanging tapestries are from Belgium, France and Italy, the
         sort that will make your home feel like a European castle. Most of the tapestries are actually reproductions of classic palace
         and museum pieces that date back as far as the 12th century, and range in size from small to too big for most walls. Most
         of the images hand-woven into these lengths of cloth represent medieval and pastoral images, including Arthurian myths, legendary
         gardens and royal coats of arms. You’ll have to buy a throne elsewhere.
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      Free Shipping
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            TheMaskStore.com

      Maskarade Mask Shop • 504-568-1018

      Masks used to be a big part of theatrical entertainment, whether it was Greek tragedies or tribal African dance. Nowadays,
         in this country at least, masks tend to be useful only one day out of the year, and even then they’re not convincing. However,
         the beautiful and intricate masks you’ll find here resemble nothing you’re likely to see on any trick-or-treaters. Here you’ll
         find the elaborate masks of classical theater, cultural masks and some that serve no historical purpose but do look amazing
         hanging from your walls. Leave it to this site to make even Zorro seem boring.
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            TIAS.com

      
            TIAS.com • 888-653-7883

      When you enter this site, you enter perhaps the most massive, daunting conglomeration of collectibles, antiques and artifacts
         ever assembled in modern times. Seriously, there have been empires that have plundered less booty than you may find in these
         pages. Unfortunately, 99 percent will hold absolutely no interest to you. But that last 1 percent…that’s the kicker, and the
         key to the enjoyment of this one is being able to find it. Of course, it will take a while. You need to click from category
         to subcategory to sub-subcategory, and in some cases to sub-sub-sub-category. Then, you might just see that single desirable
         object you will probably find nowhere else in the free world.
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            UpperDeckStore.com

      Upper Deck Store • 800-551-8220

      The signatures of the greatest athletes on the planet don’t come easy or cheap. Actually, wait a second—they do come easy,
         as evidenced by this shop, which features autographed photos and souvenirs owing to the likes of Tiger Woods, Randy Johnson,
         Jerry Rice and Michael Jordan. “Expensive” is the word, though, especially given the number of legendary figures here (like
         Larry Bird, Hank Aaron, Jim Brown, Jack Nicklaus and Julius Erving). Hey, if it was this easy to find and cheap as well, what
         would be the point?
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            USMint.gov

      800-872-6468 • The United States Mint

      Interested in buying some money? Why not go straight to the source? Here you may find commemorative coins, first-edition coins,
         uncut currency and plenty of money-related memorabilia, such as coin jewelry, collectors’ spoons and our favorite, the Mixed
         Quarters Bag (you never know what you’re going to get!). In typical government fashion, they manage to charge you more than
         the actual money is worth as legal tender, but many of us will be surprised to find that the site is well designed, attractive
         to view and surprisingly efficient.
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            WallKandy.com

      866-995-2639 • Wall Kandy

      A splendid glimpse into some of the origins of graphic design, this site offers century-old posters and magazine covers by
         some of the best and earliest artists who embraced the forms. You’ll find posters by Toulouse-Lautrec depicting the cancan
         dancers of the Moulin Rouge, as well as self-designed posters advertising gallery showings for Pablo Picasso and Marc Chagall.
         We can pretty much guarantee that, wherever your life takes you, you’ll never find a wider variety of images depicting women
         in petticoats.
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            Yaneff.com

            	888-304-7843 • Yaneff International Gallery

      The image “antiquing” conjures is usually that of long drives through the New England countryside to find quaint, cluttered
         shops run by white-haired, eccentric locals. This is only because a Sunday drive to Japan is out of the question. Fortunately
         this shop offers an incredible wealth of prewar Japanese items, ranging from bamboo umbrellas to decorative prints, with a
         lot of amazing vintage kimonos and fabrics in between. The great drawback is that you have to manually enter catalog numbers
         into the order form, assuming you can find it. If all else fails, go to the Site Map, then click on Order Form (Web Site Secure
         SSL ordering). It’s a hassle, but worth it.
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            Yokodana.com

      610-987-9720 • Yoko Trading

      If you’d like to use your wall space as a window to other times and places, this site offers a unique little selection of
         photographs depicting popular global destinations. Hence, you can easily browse photos taken of places such as Paris, New
         York, Venice, Prague and Rio. Click on Search By Theme to see Beaches, Cafes, Countryscapes and Night Scenes, or go to Search
         By Decor for Modern, Romantic and Traditional options. Any way you look, you’ll find decorative visions of the world at large,
         all attainable from your desk chair.
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