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      GRADUATES, DISCOVER YOUR PERSONAL ROAD MAP FOR LIFE!

   
      INTRODUCTION

      The road of life, as you know if you’ve been walking on it for very long, has many unmarked intersections and cross streets.
         Not only that, but it weaves up, down, and around through all types of landscapes and terrains. The journey provides moments
         of breathtaking beauty and others of abject fear. There are dark stretches, detours, and of course, there is the danger of
         getting lost. What’s a traveler to do? Happily, God has provided a road map—the Bible—to help us avoid dangerous and time-consuming
         delays and to keep us on the path to our desired destination.
      

      In God’s Road Map for Grads, we have mined the Bible for wisdom and understanding that will be especially helpful for those of you who have reached a
         milestone in your education and are looking ahead to the next phase of your journey. We’ve included scriptures on certain
         topics of particular interest to graduates and laid them out in an A-Z format, so they will be simple for you to find and
         follow. We’ve also added to each topic an illustrative Bible story or practical devotional to help you on your way. Finally,
         we’ve provided heartfelt prayers and letters that express some of the thoughts and feelings God has given in His Word.
      

      We hope you will find all you need as you travel the road of life and reach your next destination safely.

       


      The Publishers

   
      Acceptance

      Jesus said. “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”

      JOHN 6:37 NASB

      Christ accepted you, so you should accept each other, which will bring glory to God.

      ROMANS 15:7 NCV

      He made us accepted in the Beloved.

      EPHESIANS 1:6 NKJV

      Jesus said, “Whenever a village won’t accept you or listen to you shake off the dust from your feet as you leave.”

      MARK 6:11 TLB

      If you want favor with both God and man, and a reputation for good judgment and common sense, then trust the Lord completely.

      PROVERBS 3:4–5 TLB

      You bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover them with favor as with a shield.
      

      PSALM 5:12 NRSV

      CONGRATULATIONS! YOU’VE BEEN ACCEPTED

      The young bride to be flashes her diamond and a bright smile. She glows with the joy of acceptance. The newest member of the
         company sighs with satisfaction as he looks at his freshly printed business cards. He’s part of the team and feeling the power
         of acceptance! A new writer sees her first article in print. She’s now a published writer, experiencing the excitement of
         acceptance.
      

      Being accepted is one of the greatest feelings in the world. We all long for it, but sometimes the price of being accepted
         may be too high—the inner circle at work that assumes you will wink at unethical office procedures—the group of up-and-coming,
         young professionals who expect you to overlook their drug and alcohol use—the boyfriend or girlfriend who pressures you to
         have sex as a way to prove your love.
      

      Finding acceptance without compromising your values may mean that friends are harder to come by. Integrity-minded individuals
         don’t usually advertise their differences with the in crowd. Those people are there if you look, though—almost always staying
         just below the radar. Take the time to look for them, and you may be happy to find true acceptance from those who share your
         faith and values.
      

      Remember, too, as you enter this next phase of your life, there will be lonely times—times when you choose to take an unpopular
         stand—times when you must forego the acceptance of some in order to be at peace with yourself—times when you alone understand
         the dream that’s in your heart. At all times, but especially during those times, God’s love and acceptance will see you through.
      

   
      Adventure

      God, who got you started in this spiritual adventure, shares with us the life of his Son and our Master Jesus. He will never
         give up on you. Never forget that.
      

      1 CORINTHIANS 1:9 MSG

      The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

      DANIEL 11:32 NKJV

      Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God. It cost God plenty to get you out of that dead-end,
         empty-headed life you grew up in. He paid with Christ’s sacred blood, you know.
      

      1 PETER 1:17–19 MSG

      [Hezekiah] held fast to GOD—never loosened his grip—and obeyed to the letter everything GOD had commanded Moses. And GOD, for his part, held fast to him through all his adventures.
      

      2 KINGS 18:6–7 MSG

      [The apostle Paul wrote,] I have no interest in giving you a chatty account of my adventures, only the wondrously powerful
         and transformingly present words and deeds of Christ in me that triggered a believing response among the outsiders. In such
         ways I have trail-blazed a preaching of me Message of Jesus.
      

      ROMANS 15:18–19 MSG

      LIVING THE ADVENTURE

      Indiana Jones grabs the treasure and narrowly escapes the giant boulder rolling toward him. Spider-Man swings above the city
         to rescue Mary Jane. Brave Frodo faces the perils of Mordor. We love stories like these—even though they’re fictional—because
         they draw out the hero and heroine in us all. They make us want to follow our destiny, just as God intended.
      

      Of course, there have been many real-life adventurers, including those involved in the exciting exploits recorded in the Bible.
         Consider these: Abraham answered God’s call to leave his comfortable life and make the epic journey to a land he had never
         even visited. Moses took his people out of bondage in Egypt and led them to and through the Red Sea—which parted at his command.
         Young David fought the giant Goliath—and won! Jesus’ disciples lived for three years in the presence of healing and miracles.
         They witnessed their Master’s death and resurrection. The New Testament apostle Paul survived shipwrecks, snakebites, imprisonment,
         and stoning. He preached to hostile crowds and appeared before kings. He even performed miracles by the power of God.
      

      It’s clear that God means for each of us to live adventurously for Him! And there is no greater time than now, as you graduate,
         to begin searching for the exciting and wonderful destiny He has prepared for you. With God as your guide, take every opportunity
         to fight the good fight of faith, boldly stand up for right and truth, and offer a helping hand to those in trouble. Don’t
         hesitate another moment—your adventure is waiting!
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