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ANSWER KEYS

   
He who lives up to a 
little knowledge shall
 have more knowledge.

THOMAS BROOKS

   
INTRODUCTION

The apostle John, one of Jesus’ closest disciples, ended his account of Jesus’ life this way: “There are many other things
   that Jesus did. If they were all written down one by one, I suppose that the whole world could not hold the books that would
   be written” (John 21:25 GNT).

Certainly the same thing could be said for all of the things that have been written about what Jesus said and did, or about
   the Bible as a whole, God the Creator, the church, or believers through the millennia!

This book is a small sampling of things serious and humorous, important and trivial, fictional and factual from the Bible,
   about the Bible, and about people who have believed in and attempted to live by the Bible.

Most of the entries can be read in a matter of seconds, not minutes. A few will require a little more time and thought.

Sometimes it only takes a “little” to jump-start your morning, get you through an emotional hiccup, help you wait out an appointment
   or delay, or help you regroup and transition from one thing to the next. Those are optimal times to pick up this book and
   add a little bit of inspiration—and a little glimpse into things eternal— to your day.

You’ll find jokes and quizzes, stories and lists, quotes and biographical sketches, vocabulary builders and puzzles, and lots
   and lots of bits of information—small and large. You’ll find a few things that may bring tears to your eyes, some statements
   that may cause an “aha!” moment, and some entries that are likely to make you laugh out loud. Some entries have the potential
   to build your faith, some to challenge your mind, and some to pull things out of your memory. We also hope you’ll find countless
   entries that inspire you to want to read the Bible for yourself and apply its message to your life.

Enjoy!

—W. B. Freeman

   
INFORMATION WITH TIME TO SPARE

BUILT AND REBUILT TO LAST

The separation of church and state is a familiar concept in the United States in the twenty-first century, but in London in
   the late seventeenth century, few people questioned whether the government should help the church. London had dozens of churches
   at that time affiliated with the Church of England (Anglican), and many of them were in need of extensive repair. In the Great
   Fire of 1666, more than eighty of London’s churches suffered devastating damage or were completely destroyed, including St.
   Paul’s.

The government stepped in—first with the Rebuilding Act of 1667. The city imposed a tax on all the coal arriving at the Port
   of London, with the intent that the tax would be used to pay for rebuilding public buildings.

In 1670 a second Rebuilding Act increased the tax on coal. Most of this tax money was earmarked for rebuilding the city’s
   churches. Christopher Wren, the surveyor-general, was the primary player in this project. About two-thirds of the churches
   were rebuilt within the next two decades, and some are still standing today.

And old St. Paul’s? The rebuilding began in 1675. The coal tax was extended to help cover costs. By 1707 work was completed.
   Nearly destroyed during World War II, the church was again repaired. It is still standing today and is the final resting place
   of the city’s most famous architect, Christopher Wren— a man, by the way, who never received any formal training in architecture.

   
LISTS IN A HURRY

LOST (AND FOUND) IN TRANSLATIONS

Which versions of the Bible are the most popular? The data change from month to month, but in February 2005, as an example,
   these were the top ten best sellers at U.S. and Canadian Christian retail stores (as reported in April of that year):

Christian Marketplace Top Seller List, April 2005 General Versions and Translations

 
	New International Version (various publishers)

	King James Version (various publishers)

	New Living Translation (Tyndale)

	New King James Version (various publishers)

	Holman Christian Standard Bible (Broadman & Holman)

	New Century Version Nelson Bibles (Nelson)

	New American Standard Bible update (various publishers)

	Reina Valera 1960 (Spanish) (various publishers)

	The Message (Eugene Peterson, Nav Press)

	New International Reader’s Version (Zondervan)



Note: This list is based on actual sales in Christian retail stores in the United States and Canada during February, using
   STATS as the source for data collection. All rights reserved. Distribution and copyright © 2005 CBA and ECPA. Used by permission.

YOU ARE INVITED! PLEASE RSVP!

Jesus came to issue God’s invitation to a great heavenly banquet. Jesus said that all those who came to him, he would not reject.
   The Gospels contain some of Jesus’ own words of invitation. So who is invited?

 
	Everyone who thirsts (John 7:37)

	 All who are weary and burdened (Matthew 11:28)

	Those who are spiritually poor (Matthew 5:3)

	Anyone who seeks righteousness (Matthew 5:6)

	People willing to be self-sacrificing (Matthew 16:24)

	Little children (Matthew 19:14)

	The “empty” who want to be complete (Matthew 19:21) 

	Those willing to “fish for people” (Matthew 4:19 NLT)

	Wrongdoers (Mark 2:17)

	 Whoever wants to follow Jesus (Mark 8:34 NLT)




STORIES WITH TIME TO SPARE

PLEASE DON’T LEAVE, LORD

Pain and suffering can make or break a man. In the case of Henry Lyte (1793–1847), a Scottish minister, poet, and musician,
   it made him stronger. It also resulted in a hymn that has brought comfort to countless suffering souls since the mid-1800s:

 Abide with me—fast falls the eventide.

 The darkness deepens—Lord, with me abide.

 When other helpers fail and comforts flee,

 Help of the helpless, O abide with me!

It is said that this hymn, “Abide with Me,” was written by Lyte at a time when he was preparing to leave his congregation
   and move to Italy. The climate of the English town where he was living only caused him greater physical suffering as he fought
   against the ravages of asthma and tuberculosis.

Considering the popularity of “Abide with Me” in the twenty-first century, it is somewhat surprising that the hymn was not
   well known in England until several years after Lyte’s death in 1847. It took a book, called Lyte’s Remains, to spread the words across England in 1850, and another book, Henry Ward Beecher’s Plymouth Collection of Hymns, to get the words out in America beginning in 1855.

Another hymn writer, William Henry Monk, discovered the hymn and placed it in his well-regarded hymnal Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1861. Before doing so, it is said, he wrote a new tune for the hymn, which continues to be used today.

The words of the hymn come from Luke 24:29, where two disciples said to Jesus after walking with him along the road to Emmaus,
   “Abide with us” (KJV).

Source: Kenneth W. Osbeck, 101 Hymn Stories(Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1982), 16–17.

   
CLEANED-UP LIVES WITH TIME TO SPARE

STILL POPULAR A HUNDRED YEARS LATER

Andrew Murray was born in South Africa in 1828 and was sent to study in England at the age of ten. When he returned to South
   Africa as a pastor and evangelist, he led a revival that shook the entire nation. He served as a Dutch Reformed pastor in
   four cities: Bloemfontein, Worcester, Cape Town, and Wellington. A theological conservative, he opposed the liberal trends
   he saw in the Dutch Reformed denomination, and although he was not a Pentecostal, his high regard for the Methodist holiness
   tradition and his writings helped to shape South African Pentecostalism.

Murray touched not only the southern tip of Africa but also the entire world through a legacy of writings that have become
   Christian classics, most notably With Christ in the School of Prayer, Abide in Christ, and Raising Your Children for Christ. In all, Murray wrote more than 250 books aimed at deepening the personal devotional life of the layperson.

Lesser known is Murray’s influence on education. He founded the Huguenot Seminary in 1874 and the Mission Institute at Wellington
   in 1877. He was bold in debating his theological positions at the Keswick Convention—an annual summer meeting of evangelicals
   at Keswick in the English Lake district. In recent years Murray’s writings have been republished with great popularity in
   the United States and England. Some of his works have been more popular a hundred years after their initial publication than
   they were during his lifetime.
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