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      One must spend time in 
gathering knowledge to 
give it out richly.

    Edward C. Steadman
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      BIBLE ODDITIES

      Over the years our fascination with the Bible has taken some odd turns in printing and use:
      

      The World’s Smallest Bible

      Less than one-fourth-inch thick and containing 838,380 letters on its 520 pages, this tiny Bible is about one-third the size
         of a postage stamp. It required four years to complete, and is parchment-bound and sewn with silk thread. The Bible was printed
         in 1895 by David Bryce & Son, Glasgow.
      

      The Vinegar Bible

      In 1716 an edition of the Bible was printed in England with the headline “The Parable of the Vinegar.” It should have read
         “The Parable of the Vineyard” (Luke 20:9–18). Rare-book collectors have paid amazing sums for copies of “The Vinegar Bible.”
      

      Thou Salt?

      One printing of the Bible omitted the word not from one of the Ten Commandments. Most of the copies of this Bible were destroyed, but a few remain. In those still existing,
         Exodus 20:14 reads, “Thou salt commit adultery.”
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      AT THE CENTER OF IT ALL

      Consider These Questions and Answers:

      
         
            	What is the shortest chapter of the Bible?
            	Psalm 117
         

         
            	What is the longest chapter of the Bible?
            	Psalm 119
         

         
            	Which chapter is in the center of the Bible?
            	Psalm 118
         

      

      
         
            	Fact: There are 594 chapters before Psalm
            	118.
         

         
            	Fact: There are 594 chapters after Psalm
            	118.
         

         
            	Add these numbers together and you get
            	1188.
         

      

      
         
            	What is the center verse in the Bible?
            	Psalm 118:8
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      The next time a person tells you that he wants to be in the center of God’s perfect will for his life, direct him to the very
         center of God’s Word—which is God’s will for our lives. Psalm 118:8 (NABS) says: “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.”

      Trusting God is at the heart of knowing God and doing what God says to do. It is at the heart of believing and obeying. When
         there is nothing left but trusting God, you discover that trusting God is all that is required.
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      What is most valuable is not what we have in our lives, but who we have in our lives.


      
      BORN-AGAIN SPIN-OFFS

      It seems as though everything and everyone are born again. A restaurant changes its menu, and it’s labeled “born-again.” A
         man changes jobs, and his career is “born again.”
      

      The first time “born again” appears in the Bible is in John 3:3 when Jesus talks to Nicodemus. Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (NIB).

      Like a movie that generates a bunch of sequels, the term “born again” is constantly being born again. Here are some other
         uses:
      

      [image: art]  Born Again ™—a trademarked line of skin creams
      

      
         [image: art] Born-Again Boards—makers of surfboards and other handcrafted wood products
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Used Books—a store in Colorado Springs
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Records—the third biggest independent gospel record label in the United States
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again—a CD title with explicit lyrics by the Notorious B.I.G.
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Card™  Recycling Program—turns Christmas cards into ornaments
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Motorcycles, Inc.—a store that sells used parts for vintage cycles
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Creations—a company that produces one-of-a-kind dolls and other collectibles
      

      
         [image: art] Born Again Bears—a company that recycles furs into teddy bears
      

      ______________

      Source: Lin Johnson, John: God’s Word for the Biblically-Inept™ (Lancaster, PA: Starburst Publishers, 2000), 33.
      

   
      UNDER HIS WINGS

      Several years ago National Geographic magazine described an incident that occurred in the aftermath of a forest fire that razed much of Yellowstone National Park.
      

      As forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the damage, a ranger found a bird literally petrified in the ashes.
         It was perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree.
      

      Somewhat sickened at the eerie sight, a ranger knocked over the bird with a stick. As he did so, three tiny chicks scurried
         from under their dead mother’s wings.
      

      This loving mother bird, keenly aware of impending disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered
         them under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would rise. She could have flown to safety, but she had refused
         to abandon her babies. When the blaze arrived and the heat scorched her small body, she remained steadfast. Because she was
         willing to die, those under the cover of her wings lived.
      

      The psalmist wrote this about God: “He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall find refuge” (Psalm 91:4 KNAVE).
      

      God has loved you so much that he gave his only begotten Son to die in your place, that you might live (see John 3:16).

      
      [image: art]

      
      A BIT OF CHURCH HUMOR

      During a children’s sermon, a pastor asked the children what “amen” means.

      A little boy raised his hand and said: “It means tha-tha-tha-that’s all, folks!”

      

      LIGHTBULB-CHANGING TECHNIQUES

      How many Christians does it take to change a lightbulb?
      

      Charismatics: Only one. Hands are already in the air.
      

      Presbyterians: None. Lights will go on and off at predestined times.
      

      Roman Catholics: None. Candles only, please.
      

      Baptists: At least 16. One to change the lightbulb and three committees to approve the change and decide who brings the potato salad.
      

      Episcopalians: Three. One to call the electrician, one to mix the drinks, and one to talk about how much better the old one was.
      

      Mormons: Five. One man to change the bulb and four of his wives to tell him how to do it.
      

      Unitarians: We choose not to make a statement either in favor of or against the need for a lightbulb. However, if in your own journey
         you have found that lightbulbs work for you, that is fine. You are invited to write a poem or compose a modern dance about
         your lightbulb for the next service, in which we will explore a number of lightbulb traditions, all of which are equally valid
         paths to luminescence.
      

      Methodists: Undetermined. Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely out, you are loved. You can be a lightbulb, turnip bulb,
         or tulip bulb. A lighting service is planned for Sunday. Bring the bulb of your choice.
      

      Nazarenes: Six. One woman to replace the bulb while five men review church lighting policy.
      

      Lutherans: None. We don’t believe in change.
      

      Amish: What’s a lightbulb?
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