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      MILLENNIUM FEVER

      COUNTDOWN 2000

      It’s January 1, 2000. The world has just celebrated the greatest New Year’s Eve party in recorded history. Even cultures that
         follow a different calendar were reveling in the streets. They were celebrating in Tokyo, Shanghai, Delhi, and Mombasa. But
         unlike New Year’s parties of the past, they didn’t wait till December thirty-first to hit the streets. The party had been
         going full blast since Christmas. The entire world had been psyching itself up for this blowout since 1995—when the symptoms
         of Millennium Fever were first diagnosed.
      

      Almost no one has escaped the fever (a global anxiety, a mix of dread and hope). But the fever breaks on January 1, 2000.
         The party’s over. The most highly touted predictions have not come to pass.
      

      THE DOOMSDAY SCHOOL

      Since 1995, the momentum of religious fanaticism has carried its fears into all kinds of unexpected places. Many people who
         seemed sober and rational have joined ranks with the prophets of doom preaching the end of the world. No segment of society
         has escaped. You know them yourself; friends, family, scientists, teachers, business leaders, politicians—all have become
         fervent Armageddonites.
      

      But the people caught up in this aren’t necessarily all religious fanatics. When you look at the events going on in the world
         around you on January 1, 2000, you can see there is good reason to fear.
      

      The civil war in Russia that began in earnest in 1994 rages throughout the former Soviet Union. Europe has moved from recession
         to depression, inflaming widespread racism against immigrants. There is saber rattling from Germany as the war in the Balkans
         spills over its borders. Islamic anti-imperialism has jelled into a mass movement—a holy war, a crusade against the West.
      

      Africa is being decimated by a new plague far more infectious than AIDS, fueling a mass exodus of people with nowhere to go.
         Inner-city America is at the boiling point and has already exploded into half a dozen wild rampages.
      

      The American educational system is disintegrating, putting millions of unsupervised juveniles on the streets. Within the increasingly
         hard-pressed university systems, students are again in revolt—this time against a futureless future and an irrelevant curriculum.
      

      The corporate downsizing trend of the nineties has worked its way into government and millions more are jobless.

      But even with an increase in nuclear terrorism and nuclear accidents, the world has not come to an end; nor has the great
         cosmic collision occurred. The world has not gone down in flames or up in smoke.
      

      Armageddon hasn’t happened. But neither has the Age of Aquarius.

      I SURVIVED 2000

      Millennium Fever has not been all gloom and doom. Ever since Woodstock 1969, when the seeds of the New Age trend were sown,
         eager enthusiasts have been scanning the papers and consulting the stars, convinced that the spiritual New Age of Aquarius,
         a 2,160-year era of peace, wisdom, and group effort would soon prevail.
      

      The papers on January 1, 2000, make it clear that it hasn’t yet.

      But just as Armageddonites can justify their fears by events, so Aquarians can justify their hopes by a mood. There is a strange
         elation threading through the chaos and disruption all over the world. The first signs of the renaissance that will shape
         the new millennium are unmistakable.
      

      You watch destiny unfold even as society unravels.

      The year 2000 marks the end of the Industrial Age—which does not lead to a postindustrial age (business as usual with fancier
         technology); it leads to the Global Age. The predicted paradigm of new thought has become a reality. The doctrines of the
         Industrial Age are being replaced by a Globalnomic philosophy. The trend is in its early growth stage.
      

      What has changed are ideas. When ideas change, everything changes.
      

      The study and practice of ancient wisdom and values have become a matter of passionate world interest as new discoveries bear
         out the truth of old legends. Medicine has incorporated alternative therapies on a massive scale, fusing the magic of the
         past with the science of the present. Forward-thinking businesses are no longer purely profit-driven; they are practicing
         a new form of compassionate capitalism. The profound search for the spiritual is producing a religious revival. From families
         to fashion, from food to sex, the flower power of sixties thought is bearing fruit in 2000.
      

      EXTREMISM AT THE CENTER—THE LUNATIC MIDDLE

      At both extremes, the “lunatic fringe” presents plausible scenarios. With good reasons to fear and good reasons to hope, there
         is every reason for confusion. To make matters worse, ever since Millennium Fever was first identified back in 1995, there
         has been a counter campaign to discredit the diagnosis. Special interests, intent upon preserving the intellectual, political,
         and economic status quo that shaped the Industrial Age, dismissed Millennium Fever as a figment of inflamed public imagination.
      

      Business leaders, politicians, a corps of academic “experts,” and scientists, with astronomers at the forefront, have insisted
         that the millennium has no meaning. It is just a number applied to a date. Sociologists and psychologists (feverishly) attribute
         the fever to mass hysteria, or media-induced suggestion. They claim that an unsuspecting and naïve public is being manipulated
         by irresponsible commercial interests.
      

      On television, in the papers, over the Internet, they advertise a wonder drug to cure the insidious but imaginary virus responsible
         for the fever. They call it “Reason.”
      

      Get Reason shots and immunize yourself. Apply Reason and you will see that underneath the emotional turmoil and obvious change,
         it is still business as usual. Progress marches on. Sure there is war, poverty, pollution, famine, and crime; there has always
         been. These are the growing pains of progress. It is a price that has to be paid.
      

      As the world wakes up on January 1, 2000, it is increasingly clear that the call to reason is coming from the lunatic middle.
         Everything has changed. The fever is real.
      

      Both Cassandra and Pollyanna, in their own ways, have been in tune with the times; it was Miss America who was out of sync.

      THE TREND TRACKERS GUIDE TO THE MILLENNIUM

      This book is intended to guide you through the times to come: out of the twentieth century and into the first decades of the
         new millennium. Though we are certain the United States, along with the rest of the world, will be going through increasingly
         troubled times in the immediate future, this is emphatically not a gloom-and-doom book. There is light at the end of the tunnel.
         Powerful positive countertrends are already surfacing and visible, or more often, still hidden but bubbling beneath the surface.
         There is a very real global Renaissance in store. It is the unrecognized clash between the disruptive forces of the dying
         Industrial Age and the subtler constructive forces of the renaissance to come that produce the ferment we call Millennium
         Fever.
      

      But you don’t have to be consumed by the fever. You don’t have to feel betrayed and confused. It is possible to understand
         Millennium Fever for what it is. It is also possible to determine and act upon the trends that are shaping today, and that
         will shape the new millennium. With this knowledge, you can position yourself to survive the coming chaos intact, to avoid
         the worst dangers and to take advantage of the many foreseeable opportunities arising.
      

      By taking to heart the picture that will be drawn in these pages, you will be in a position to ride out the tempest, to prosper
         within it, both materially and spiritually, and finally to participate in the exhilaration of Millennium Fever without succumbing
         to it.
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      THE MEANING OF THE MILLENNIUM

      A NEW AGE

      The turn of a century is a time to celebrate, think back, look ahead, make predictions, and issue pronouncements.

      The Century is dead; long live the Century! … The lights flashed, crowds sang, the sirens of craft in the harbor screeched
         and roared, bells pealed, bombs thundered, rockets blazed skyward, and the new century made its triumphant entry.…
      

      Tonight when the clock strikes twelve, the present century will have come to an end. We look back upon it as a cycle of time
         within which the achievements in science and in civilization are not less than marvelous.
      

      The advance of the human race during the past one hundred years has not been equalled by the progress of man within any of
         the preceding ages.
      

      The possibilities of the future for mankind are the subjects of hope and imagination.…

      On this occasion, which is one of solemnity, I express the earnest wish that the rights of the individual man shall continue
         to be regarded as sacred, and that the crowning glory of the coming century shall be the lifting up of the burdens of the
         poor, the annihilation of all misery and wrong, and that the peace and goodwill which the angels proclaimed shall rest on
         contending nations as the snowflakes upon the land.
      

      Thus, the twentieth century was issued in by the New York Times: all advances in learning and achievements in science and possibilities for the future; no World War I, no World War II, no
         Hiroshima, no gulags, no death camps, no toxic wastes, and the peace and goodwill falling like snow-flakes … or fallout.
      

      The twenty-first century comes at us with “official” proclamations and visions of the future no less surrealistic.

      But this time, there is a difference. There is something special about this year 2000. It is not just the turn of another
         century, or even ten centuries making up a millennium, three zeros instead of just two. (Actually, the new millennium starts
         on January l, 2001. The year 2000 represents the last year of the twentieth century. But the big celebration takes place on
         New Year’s Eve December 31, 1999, and we will be using 2000 as our reference point.)
      

      What is important is not one year rather than the other, but that worldwide fever, that sense of impending change.

      Certainly there is nothing in modern science to account for it. On the other hand, it may be that ancient science provides
         a clue.
      

      THE PRECESSION

      To the ancients, a phenomenon called the “precession of the equinoxes” was a matter of gravest concern.

      Due to a “wobble” of the Earth on its own axis (like a spinning top that wobbles as it slows down), the Earth very slowly
         changes its relationship to the great circle of the heavens, the familiar zodiac.
      

      Each morning, the sun rises against the backdrop of a constellation, or astronomical/astrological sign. This backdrop is actually
         constant, but due to the wobble of the Earth, the zodiac appears to move backward. The zodiacal sign against which the sun
         rises shifts, or “precesses,” very gradually.
      

      Over the course of 25,920 years, the sun at the equinox (about March 22 and September 22) “precesses” or moves backward through
         the entire cycle of twelve astrological signs.
      

      This is what is responsible for the so-called Ages. It takes one-twelfth of 25,920 years, or 2,160 years, for the sun to precess
         or move backward through one sign. So, the Age of Taurus is followed by the Age of Aries, and then by the Age of Pisces, and
         so on.
      

      At the moment, the sun rises against the last degrees of the sign of Pisces. Soon, it will rise against or “in” the sign of
         Aquarius, signaling the dawn of the Age of Aquarius.
      

      To believers of the “New Age,” this is an event of real significance. In fact, the term New Age has taken hold because astronomically speaking it will be a new age.
      

      This is an astronomical fact. To astronomers, however, this is a fact without significance. The constellations making up the
         zodiac are light-years away, and there is no known force or energy or influence that physically distinguishes one age from
         another.
      

      This raises an interesting question. Since modern science can detect no measurable physical effect from the precession, why
         should the ancients have ascribed any importance to it at all?
      

      The precession is not like a full eclipse of the sun—a bizarre, dramatic event understandably striking terror in the superstitious
         heart. There is nothing outwardly dramatic about the precession. Just to discover it means that a very careful observational
         astronomy has to be in place, extending over long periods of time (it takes seventy-two years for the equinox to precess just one degree).
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      PRECESSION

      Why should these ancient and careful scientific observers have placed so much importance in this barely detectable phenomenon?
         Initially, it was believed that the Greek scholar Hipparchus discovered the precession in the second century B.C. But more advanced scholarship demonstrates that the precession was known by civilizations preceding the Greeks by thousands
         of years. Moreover, knowledge of the precession is written into the mythology and legends of tribal and traditional peoples
         who have no present knowledge of astronomy at all. How could they have acquired such knowledge?
      

      In this mysterious star lore, handed down over thousands of years, the shift from one age to another was a matter of grave
         concern, and was attended by miraculous signs (the Star of Bethlehem is the best known, signaling the advent of Pisces—a symbol
         of early Christianity was the fish). The ancients also believed the precession was accompanied by cataclysmic earth changes
         (earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions), as well as drastic upheavals in human civilization. There is a certain amount of
         provocative historical support for these beliefs. (Hamlet’s Mill; Fingerprints of the Gods; When the Sky Fell; and The Orion Mystery are just a few of the books devoted to the evidence.)
      

      Did the ancients know something of consequence that modern science has been unable to detect?

      We are moving into a new precessional age. That is certain. Maybe it’s just a coincidence that we seem to be going through
         a period of tumult, chaos, and change like that traditionally ascribed to the transition from one age to another. On the other
         hand, maybe it’s not just coincidence. Maybe the ancients knew what they were talking about.
      

      Perhaps that is why Millennium Fever has not been confined to the Western Christian world, reckoning its centuries from the
         birth of Jesus some two thousand years ago. And maybe it is the precession (or at least belief in the power of the precession)
         that has provoked the riotous celebrations in Tokyo, Shanghai, Delhi, Mombasa, and the rest of the world, among peoples using
         different calendars.
      

      THE YEAR 2000

      We must leave it to the science of the future to determine whether there is any validity to the power of the precession.

      Formally, scientifically, astronomically, the year 2000 means nothing at the moment. But symbolically, emotionally, psychologically,
         it represents a turning point—the fulcrum upon which the new millennium moves. Emotions and psychology are also real, and
         the symbol represents and embodies realities.
      

      Here and now, we can say with total certainty that the fever is real; the changes are real.

      The year 2000 is not to be taken too literally.

      We use the year 2000 as a convenient reference point. Millennium Fever has everyone talking 2000. Nevertheless, as a general
         rule, short of a sudden global cataclysm, changes, however dramatic, take place over the course of time.
      

      These changes are the trends identified and studied by the Trends Research Institute. Tracking trends is a way of seeing where
         we are, how we got there, and where we’re going. And all trends go through a life cycle. Indeed, everything that lives obeys
         the same organic process. Galaxies, nebulae, star systems, planets, species, and individuals are all subject to the same organic
         cycle. Everything is seeded, or fertilized, gestates, is born, grows, matures, ages, and dies. A trend is no different, and
         like organic life, any given trend is subject to the same vicissitudes, not all of them predictable. It is not always possible
         to forecast the exact speed at which important trends will pass through their life cycle, or interact with one another.
      

      Some of the trends we forecast will just be born by 2000, others will be already maturing, others may still be in time’s womb.
         But the seeds have all been planted. Most, if not all, will see the light of day and run through their life cycles over the
         course of the decades to come.
      

      For example, it is certain the trend toward the destruction of the environment is leading to massive national and global health
         problems. But it is impossible to apply exact numbers to the casualties, or to forecast how long it will take to begin reversing
         the trend.
      

      Because the economic recovery of the early nineties was politically inspired and artificially engineered, we can forecast
         the coming financial crash, but we can only approximate a date. We still can’t tell when or if they’ll come up with some new
         economic wonder drug that will again suppress the symptoms for a while, and buy another respite.
      

      Crusades 2000 has already begun. It will pit Islamic nations against the West. We can’t say how long it will last or how many
         nations may stumble their way into battle. But we know the consequences will be grim. The Renaissance that will characterize
         the coming Global Age has already taken root. But how quickly it will grow, spread, and prevail cannot be precisely predicted,
         since the life of this trend will extend beyond the foreseeable future.
      

      Prodigious changes are taking place.
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