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INTRODUCTION

God wants to make a trade with you. He wants you to give Him all your cares, your problems, your failures — your “ashes” — and He will give you beauty. He will take your cares, and for them, He will care for you.

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.

Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

1 Peter 5:6,7 KJV

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed and qualified me…. to grant [consolation and joy] to those who mourn in Zion — to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of beauty instead of ashes [“beauty for ashes” KJV]….

Isaiah 61:1,3

God wants to take care of us, but in order to let Him, we must stop taking the care. Many people want God to take care of them while they are worrying or trying to figure out an answer instead of waiting for God's direction. They are actually wallowing around in their “ashes,” but still want God to give them beauty. In order for God to give us the beauty, we must give Him the “ashes.”

We give Him our cares by trusting that He can and will take care of us. Hebrews 4:3 says: “For we who have believed (adhered to and trusted in and relied on God) do enter that rest….”

We enter into the Lord's rest through believing. Worry is the opposite of faith. Worry steals our peace, physically wears us out and can even make us sick. If we are worrying, we are not trusting God, and we are not entering God's rest.

What a great trade! You give God ashes, and He gives you beauty. You give Him all your worries and concerns, and He gives you protection, stability, a place of refuge and fullness of joy — the privilege of being cared for by Him.
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