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I really should be recording as much as possible in this journal. So that whoever comes and finds . . . whatever they’ll find here won’t be wondering what the hell happened. But I don’t want to talk about it. I’m down on the planet, I’m alive. That’s all. That’s . . . that’s all. The pod isn’t getting me out of here, not that I thought it ever would, but.

On the way down, I thought I was going to die. I wasn’t just afraid I would die. I was certain I would be dead in the next few moments. And.

I mean, you don’t take the backup crew job unless you’re all right with maybe coming back to find everyone you ever knew dead, or unthinkably old. And that goes double for the anthropologist position—you’re only there in case. And that’s an in case that hardly ever happens. If you’re healthy enough to handle the decades in cryo, it’s a guaranteed way to lose everyone and everything in your life, to go to sleep and wake up to a world where nobody knows you, a tidy sum in your account that you didn’t even have to do anything for but lie there in a freezer. It was perfect.

But in the pod, waiting to die, I saw suddenly that I was totally alone. There was no one. Not just no one coming to help me, but no one to see me die, no one to even know I’d lived. No one to wonder what had happened to me, no one to care. It was . . . I don’t want to talk about it.
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