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“You are studying Vajrayana Buddhism with him, then?”

“Yes, actually. Indeed, I think I might be on the verge of a significant discovery, which might make a significant contribution to the furtherance of my field.” God, I was so young and naïve. I wanted to impress him. I didn’t realise the horror of what I was doing. “In your own studies, have you ever come across any references to the Black Helmets? The Dhaumri Karoti?”

To my consternation, the conversation fell completely silent at that moment. Nothing in particular had happened to dispel the noisy gaiety, but it appeared that everyone in the room had felt some sort of chill pass over it at that moment. Nervously, I realised the entire Standing Committee, to say nothing of the Count Vorontzoff, were regarding me as though I had said something very stupid. And indeed I had, though I wasn’t to understand the full consequences of my stupidity until many years later.
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For the people of Tibet. May you be
victorious in your struggle.

And for TJ, who read it when he didn’t have to . . .




 

“Then, monks, it occurred to me: ‘When what does not exist does ageing and death not come to be? With the cessation of what does the cessation of aging and death come about?’ Then, monks, through careful attention, there took place in me a breakthrough by wisdom: ‘when there is no birth, ageing-and-death does not come to be; with the cessation of birth comes cessation of ageing and death’ .”

SIDDHARTHA GAUTAMA,
from the Samyutta Nikaya,
Pāli Canon
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