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As I think I mentioned just now, my side of the business is corpse management. I do it because nobody else wants to, and it’s got to be done, and I’m the boss. Hauling dead bodies around is, therefore, my daily grind, my day at the office, my bread and butter. I can’t say I relish the work. Dead men are heavy, for one thing, and I suspect I’m laying the foundations of an old age racked with back trouble, except my chances of having an old age are negligible. Also, corpses aren’t that easy to manipulate; they don’t come with handles or carrying straps, and the centre of gravity of the dead human body is in a confoundedly awkward place. When I’m working with a partner who knows his business, I can get into a rhythm, but if the man on the other end is clumsy or having a bad day, I can guarantee pulled muscles by sunset, and this is a business where you don’t get time off to heal. Whenever I try and shove corpse management off onto someone else, they tell me I should keep at it because I’m so good at it, and this actually happens to be true. Even so.

When it’s your friends you’re hauling about, it’s different. No, that’s not quite accurate. It’s the same, but with heartache as well as backache.
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For my friends;
Given what’s coming, our only hope
is to have no hope at all.
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