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For my grandfathers,

Warwick Phillips (Sept. 15, 1886—Aug. 1, 1919) of Roaring Creek, West Virginia,

James William Thornhill ( July 31, 1867—Aug. 21, 1943) of Buckhannon, West Virginia,

and for my grandmother Grace Boyd Thornhill’s “Great Aunt Jenny,” who welcomed her husband home from incarceration in Richmond’s infamous Libby Prison in 1865
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Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum, Weston, West Virginia
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I am interested in what prompts and makes possible this process of entering what one is estranged from.

—TONI MORRISON, Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination

West Virginia should long since have had a separate State existence. The East has always looked upon that portion of the State west of the mountains, as a territory in a state of pupilage … Our State is the child of the rebellion; yet our peace, prosperity and happiness, and … that of the whole country, [depends] on the speedy suppression of this attempt to overthrow the Government of our fathers; and it is my duty, as soon as these ceremonies are closed, to proceed at once to aid the Federal authorities in their efforts to stay its destructive hand.

—GOVERNOR ARTHUR I. BOREMAN, First Inaugural Address, State of West Virginia, Wheeling, West Virginia, June 20, 1863

I cannot give you an idea of half the horrors I have witnessed and yet so common have they become that they do not excite a feeling of horror.

— LIEUTENANT CHARLES HARVEY BREWSTER, Tenth Massachusetts Infantry, May 1864, The Civil War: The Final Year, Told by Those Who Lived It, ed. Aaron Sheehan-Dean

I’m saying it’s all inside us, the whole war.

—DENIS JOHNSON, Tree of Smoke
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