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I don’t want to confirm myself in what I lived—in the confirmation of me I would lose the world as I had it, and I know I don’t have the fortitude for another.

—CLARICE LISPECTOR,
The Passion According to G.H.

 

Her texts almost never coincide with the dates to which we refer, but they are pertinent, no matter how impertinent they may seem. We have our own methods of analysis and we ask you to kindly respect them, as we ask that you respect the unconscious work of our patient . . .

—LUISA VALENZUELA, He Who Searches
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WARNING

I do swear.

In this place.

You will find.

Warnings.

If you heed them

They will be yours.

If you don’t

You were warned.
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My name is Bina and I’m a very busy woman. That’s Bye-na not Bee-na. I don’t know who Beena is, but I expect she’s having a happy life. I don’t know who you are, or the state of your life. But if you’ve come all this way here to listen to me, your life will undoubtedly get worse. I’m here to warn you, not to reassure you.

I am a modern woman with modern thoughts on modern things. I’m not a young person so I am used to being ignored. I expect you won’t listen. The last time we met nobody listened to me.1

If you see me on the road and I pay no heed to you, know I have very good reasons for doing so. If you ever see a person lying in a ditch,2 drive straight past them as fast as you can. And if a man comes to your door, do not open it.

These serve as my first two warnings.

No ditch.

No door.

Do exactly as I tell you in matters mentioned here.

I have lived to tell this tale.

You could be a lot less lucky.



 

_________________

1 See, Malarky: A Novel in Episodes.

2 Because I was reassured. He’s a nice lad they said. He wasn’t.
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