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Chaos in modern systems theory defines the state of a system in which its stable cycles and processes give way to complex, seemingly unordered behavior, governed by so-called strange or chaotic attractors. In this state, the system is responsive even to tiny, sometimes immeasurably small fluctuations.

A chaos-window—in the human-context “decision-window”—is a transitory period in the evolution of a system during which any input or influence, however small, can “blow up” to change existing trends and bring new trends and processes into existence.

A chaos point, in turn, is the crucial tipping point in the evolution of a system in which trends that have brought the system to its present state break down and it can no longer return to its prior states and modes of behavior: It is launched irreversibly on a new trajectory that leads either to breakdown or to breakthrough to a new structure and a new mode of operation.


Foreword

by Barbara Marx Hubbard

Ervin Laszlo is calling us to what may well be the greatest conscious moment in our collective experience as Homo sapiens. It is the first time that a species on this Earth has ever been aware that it could render itself extinct by its own actions. Or evolve itself toward an immeasurable future—also by its own actions.

This is the great wake-up call for human maturation. We have entered the first phase of conscious evolution, the evolution of evolution from unconscious to conscious choice, when our species becomes aware of the whole evolutionary journey and becomes co-responsible for guiding the process on a planetary scale.

The Chaos Point is of inestimable value because it situates us in this precise moment of evolutionary choice as a species and presents to us our options in the great drama of Conscious Evolution or Devolution and self-destruction.

As Laszlo writes, we live today in the very brief time of a “Chaos-window: a transitory period in the evolution of a system during which any input, however small, can ‘blow up’ to change existing trends and bring new trends and processes into existence.” At a Chaos Point, “a system is launched irreversibly on a new trajectory that leads either to breakdown or to breakthrough to a new structure and new mode of operation.”

Jonas Salk described this situation as a dangerous transition between Epoch A, our current precipitous set of crises leading to some form of collapse of human civilization; and Epoch B, a sustainable, regenerative, evolving future. We can envision such a positive future, we can yearn for it, work toward it. But how do we consciously “jump the gap” from Epoch A to Epoch B in time to avoid collapse, during the chaos-window, which we have never experienced before and have no experts on the process! No one has been educated in how to evolve a planet.

According to Laszlo:

This Chaos Point will be reached when critical processes—conflicts and stresses in society, inequality in the distribution of resources in the economy, and the degeneration of vital balances in the ecology—reach a phase of irreversibility. Our systems will be launched on a trajectory either toward breakdown or toward breakthrough. Which trajectory will be selected is not determined in advance; the current decision-window has a high degree of indeterminacy, and hence of autonomy.

This is due to the presence of consciousness. Conscious members of the social system can grasp the nature of the evolutionary processes that unfold around them and can purposefully intervene. At a decision-window, individuals can consciously create the small, but potentially powerful fluctuations that could “blow up” and decide the evolutionary path their society will adopt. They can tip the system toward the evolution that is in line with their hopes and expectations.

In brilliant descriptions of both the scenarios of breakdown and breakthrough, Laszlo gives us the guidelines we need to shift our consciousness and creativity toward the new civilization already emerging in our midst.

In this Foreword I would like to focus attention on the critical question which this book raises so dramatically: What can we do to actually get through this very short time frame of the chaos-window?

In a birth analogy, it is as if the new humanity is on the delivery table. We see the dangers of a failed birth, and the opportunities for our growth once we get through the birth canal. But as planetary midwives, what can we do to make sure we get through this next few years without massive further destruction of Earth Life?

Given the evolutionary reality of this very short time frame for transformation, let’s imagine and enact a scenario that could actually get us through the chaos-window in time. Of course no one knows for sure how this happens, yet here is an educated assumption of what we can do together that is already almost happening.

I believe there are two vital factors to focus on:



One: Enhancing Social Synergy to connect and communicate what is breaking through out of what is breaking down.

Two: Fostering the Great Convergence of what is Emergent in the December 2010 to 2012 time frame and beyond.





This time frame, as Lazlo describes, has both a multi-faceted prophetic and scientific basis. Even more important, this window in time is already attracting large-scale public interest and events. It can be built upon to jump us through the chaos-window through massive coherence and connectivity of the positive.

The combination of enhanced Social Synergy/communication and the Convergence of the Emergent by 2012 may be natural elements of the evolutionary formula required to foster non-linear exponential interaction of what is already working toward the new civilization.

First of all, how can we speed up social synergy in time? There are already many groups working toward social synergy, social innovations, and various forms of collaboration and positive media. They can make the effort to synergize among themselves until we have a synthesis of that which is synergizing.

We also need a meta-innovation on the Internet that connects and communicates innovations already arising in every field and function. A name for this meta-innovation to support all innovations is the Synergy Engine. The evolutionary function of the Synergy Engine on the Internet (a next step after the search engines) is to scan for, map, connect, and communicate what is working, to mobilize for effective action, based on our growing capacities in every field.*

Ervin Laszlo tells us, “The formation of higher-level ‘suprasystems’ through the interlinking of previously relatively autonomous systems … Physicist Manfred Eigen has shown that suprasystem-formation through auto- and cross-catalytic cycles is the basis of evolution of all life on the planet.”

The Synergy Engine is being conceived as such a supra-system, capable of scaling up to facilitate millions of people to connect, to cocreate, to seek common goals and match needs with resources within fields of endeavor, across fields, and within the system as a whole.

It becomes an associative memory system for our planet, replete with information and knowledge of our successes, breakthroughs and potentials. An emergent property itself, it springs from the genius of the information and communication advances of the last decades. Eventually, it is hoped, it will become a “Global Peace Room” as sophisticated as our war rooms, to track innovation and success against our common enemies of hunger, environmental destruction, poverty, and war, while fostering global coherence and connection through the heart.

As the astronauts gave us the first pictures of Earth from space and changed our view of the world, so the Synergy Engine will be designed to reflect the whole system shift already underway. It would help make the invisible visible, giving us continuing “alive” pictures of our emerging creativity and goodness, in all its beauty and magnificence, and thereby attract us forward together.

A second factor in which we can all assist, and which could lead to a quantum jump, is a Great Convergence of Celebrations—planned already leading up to and for 2012—that is growing every day. Teilhard de Chardin pointed out that “Everything that rises converges.” What if we hold the intention and develop the process to connect and synergize all the efforts being made to celebrate 2012, aiming together at a quantum shift in consciousness on a global scale?

As Laszlo notes:

The famous—or infamous—date, “21 December 2012”—is on the horizon, and there are many indications that this date—or at least the period around it—will indeed be decisive. It will mark the “tipping point” beyond which the current world, with its institutions, lifestyles, values, and behaviors will no longer be viable: civilization as we know it will not be further sustainable.

Many such celebrations are already being planned. Ervin Laszlo’s Club of Budapest, through its newly forming international branch, the Club of Budapest International (COBI), and the affiliated WorldShift 2012 organizations, are among the leading advocates of such celebrations. Their activities include a new WorldShift Alliance of enlightened organizations and committed individuals and WorldShift Media & Events, a new social enterprise providing a global and fully integrated multi-media communications platform promoting the goals of member organizations of the WorldShift Alliance, including peace, justice, sustainability, social innovation, and conscious evolution. A series of global macro-micro events will focus world attention on WorldShift Days. These will be 10/10/10; 11/11/11; 21/12/12. The affiliated projects include the ambitious and exciting Temple of Light/Story of Humanity event in Jerusalem on 21/12/12.

Jose Argüelles, whose work is described in this book, writes:

We are promoting and planning a rolling harmonic convergence throughout the 2012 year until we get to the peak experience point 12/21/2012. There will be many events and we want to see that they all get hooked up so they present a conscious moving matrix in time, connecting all the light points of the terrestrial grid. Among other things we are calling for galactic synchronization ground crews of no less than three members to establish themselves at select sacred sites in reparation for telepathic intervention.

Another world-shifting event is initiated by Michael Tanner, “Day One 2012”:

From the Phoenix base site, we wish to network and interact with events around the globe, weaving our own enabling, advanced technology showcase (featuring demonstration and simulation of zero point and fusion energy systems), conferences, exhibits, and multimedia presentations to empower change for the planet. The centerpiece of all of this will be the Theater for the Future journey with the presentation of “Day One” multi-segment experience and its culminating planetary birthing moment for all to share in and participate, all signaling the advent of a New Calendar with infinite possibilities for the future. This is intended to call forth a massive synchronicity and focus our collective consciousness to contribute to an actual shift in the field of Earth, raising our own consciousness to meet whatever is higher within us and beyond us.

Another vital initiative is called FourYears.Go. Springing out of the Pachemama Alliance and supported by a major New York advertising firm, it is drawing together thousands of people and organizations to aim within the next four years for an actual shift of consciousness and behavior on a planetary scale.

Many other important events, books, and videos are coming forward, calling us to the 2012 time frame of possibilities and opportunities.

When we add to all of this the vital activities of GATE: Global Alliance for Transformational Entertainment, drawn together by John Raatz and other media innovators, inviting media professionals to join together with visionaries to support each other in creating powerful new media for our conscious evolution, we may have the evolutionary mix that shifts our world in time … and what else, if not this, is worth trying, anyway!

We need now a Planetary Call … calling everyone … to participate in what can be the greatest set of events in the history of the world, a planetary evolution that is consciously co-created by and for humanity. Such a Call is now arising as global voices for our conscious evolution are being heard throughout the world.

How this will unfold we do not know exactly. Herein lies the drama. I come back to the metaphor of birth. It is as if an infant were having trouble getting though the birth canal. If it and its mother did not know about birth, they would think that it is dying. It is in fact dying to the old womb-phase of growth and consciousness. The Call lets us know that Our Crisis is a Birth. It is the Birth of what is emerging for humanity. The strange truth is that we must become midwives to ourselves!

It is during this chaos-window that the promise of Ervin Laszlo’s great life work may be fulfilled. His intention for WorldShift2012 is not only brilliant, it is causal. His recent books, The Chaos Point, WorldShift 2012, and Quantum Shift in the Global Brain are helping us to make it through together. The vital councils and organizations he has helped to form, such as the original Club of Budapest, and most recently the Club of Budapest International, serve as fundamental evolutionary awakeners in the present chaos-window.*

We are the generation privileged to become conscious of evolutionary transformation and aware of our vital role within it. This is comparable to humanity’s coming of age at the dawn of self-reflective consciousness 30,000 years ago. We are gaining evolutionary consciousness and are jointly creating the Evolutionary Potential Movement with the promise of nurturing a co-evolving, co-creative universal humanity. Holding before us the vision of the “strange attractor” of ourselves as a spiritually, socially and scientifically evolving species, may indeed be the vital magnet we need to pull us through the birthing process that Ervin Laszlo names the chaos-window.


Prologue

Two Paths to the Future

A Chinese proverb warns, “If we do not change direction, we are likely to end up exactly where we are headed.” Applied to contemporary humanity, this would be disastrous. Without a change in direction, we are on the way to a world of increasing population pressure and poverty; growing potential for social and political conflict; escalating maverick and organized warfare; accelerating climate change; food, water, and energy shortages; worsening industrial, urban, and agricultural pollution; further destruction of the ozone layer; accelerating reduction of biodiversity; and continued loss of atmospheric oxygen. We also run the risk of mega-disasters caused by nuclear accidents and leaking nuclear waste, devastating floods and tornadoes due to climate change, and widespread health problems owing to natural catastrophes as well as to such human factors as the accumulation of toxins in soil, air, and water.

Where we are now headed is not where we want to go.



•  There are higher levels of frustration and discontent as wealth and power become more concentrated and the gap increases between the holders of wealth and power and the poor and marginalized segments of the population. (Eighty percent of the world’s domestic product belongs to one billion people, and the remaining 20 percent is shared by five-and-a-half billion people, an imbalance that will only worsen, since the poor countries are paying $38 billion more each year in interest than they are receiving in development aid.)

•  One in three urban dwellers in the world lives in slums, shantytowns, favelas, und urban ghettoes—more than 900 million people are now classified as slum-dwellers. In the poorest countries 78 percent of the urban population subsists under such life-threatening circumstances.

•  Although more women and girls are being educated than in previous years, in many parts of the world fewer women have jobs and more are forced to make ends meet in the “informal sector.”

•  There is a greater propensity in many parts of the world for resorting to terrorism and other forms of violence to right wrongs, or at least to call attention to the perceived wrongs. There is deepening insecurity in countries both rich and poor.

•  Islamic fundamentalism is spreading throughout the Muslim world, neo-Nazi and other extremist movements are surfacing in Europe, and religious fanaticism is appearing the world over.

•  As some governments seek to contain maverick violence through organized warfare, conflicts heat up in the Middle East, Asia, Central America, and other hot spots.

•  In 2005, world military spending rose for a sixth year running, growing by 5 percent to $1.04 trillion, with the United States alone accounting for $455 billion or almost half the world figure. The G8 countries together are selling over $12 billion in arms to the poorest countries.

•  There is a drop in food self-sufficiency in the majority of the world’s economies, ominously coupled with the diminution of the internationally available food reserves.

•  There is also a diminution of available fresh water for well over half of the world’s population. More than 6,000 children die every day for lack of clean water.

•  Vital balances are continually degrading in the world’s atmosphere, in the oceans and freshwater systems, and in productive soils. The consequences include the greenhouse effect with attendant climate change, and a reduction of the productivity of seas, lakes, rivers, and agricultural lands. Some processes feed on themselves and are already out of control: As the Arctic ice melts, the sea absorbs more warmth, which makes for more melting; as Siberian permafrost disappears, the methane released from the peat-bog below exacerbates the greenhouse effect and makes for more melting and thus for more methane.




There are persistently worrisome trends in the world’s richest country and sole remaining superpower.



•  Poverty and hunger are on the rise. According to official measures of poverty, in the year 2003, 12.5 percent of the total U.S. population lived in poverty; 10 million households—31 million individuals, of whom 12 million were children—risked hunger or faced food insecurity; and 3.1 million households—including 2 million children—suffered from actual hunger.

•  As the aftermath of hurricane Katrina has shown, the poorest segment of the U.S. population is continually neglected as the Administration assigns funds and gives priority to fighting for economic interests abroad rather than securing decent living conditions for the poor at home. Environmental objectives that could interfere with economic growth are persistently sidestepped.

•  The richest segment of the population has been becoming still richer, but wealth has failed to ensure financial security: A poll of the U.S. Private Bank showed that in the year 2000, 64 percent of rich Americans with an average wealth of $38 million felt financially insecure.

•  In the name of safeguarding national security, increasing restrictions have been placed on civil liberties, including free speech and freedom of expression in the press and on the Internet, and individuals suspected of being a security threat were detained without trial and at times subjected to torture.

•  There has been a continued withdrawal of funding for media that encourage an open questioning of the Administration’s current policies, with a parallel withdrawal of funding for institutions and programs of public education.




If such trends continue, we shall be launched on a path not just to national but to global breakdown.



A Scenario of Breakdown

The international community becomes increasingly polarized, with a growing gap and growing resentment between those who benefit from the globalization of the world’s economic, financial, and information systems and those who are locked out of it. Marginalized states, ethnic groups, and organizations become more and more frustrated. They take advantage of the high-speed information environment to make contact with each other and they begin to cooperate. Strategic alliances are formed that are hostile to globalization and the power of major states and global enterprises.

Terrorist groups, nuclear proliferators, narco-traffickers, and organized crime find a fertile environment for pursuing their goals. They form alliances with unscrupulous entrepreneurs and expand the scale and scope of their activities, carrying out suicide bombings, corrupting leaders, infiltrating troubled banks and businesses, and cooperating with insurgents to control more and more territory. The smuggling of aliens, women, and children and traffic in narcotics, hazardous wastes, and toxic materials join traffic in illicit biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons.

An accelerating rise in military expenditures diverts money from health and environmental care, aggravating the plight of poor populations and worsening the condition of the environment. The consequences are lower yields, greater deprivation, and more conflict, increasing the need for military measures in a vicious cycle that feeds on itself.

As unfavorable weather patterns limit harvests and yields are further reduced by a shortage of unpolluted water, hunger and disease spread among the poorest of the poor. Mass migrations occur as people move from the hardest hit areas to areas still relatively well-off.

Governments are under mounting pressure; one after the other resorts to military measures to shore up crumbling borders, ensure access to basic resources for their people, and “cleanse” territories of unwanted populations. In the poorest countries with the most deprived populations, military might is concentrated in the hands of power brokers, dictators, and juntas.

The “war on terror” engulfs entire populations, ignites civil wars, and catalyzes further acts of terrorism. Before long, power-hungry, fearful, or simply unscrupulous leaders resort to the use of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear arms—of which there were more than 30,000 in national arsenals in 2005. As social, economic, and environmental crises are met with military countermeasures, violence escalates, and the global system is exposed to intolerable stress. Before long, it breaks down.





Trends are not destiny: They can be changed. Breakdown is just one of the possible futures before us. We are not yet definitively launched on its path. If we wake up to the need to cope with the dangers we face and join a sense of urgency to live and act responsibly with a sense of commitment to each other and to our shared future, we can still shift to a path of breakthrough.



The Scenario of Breakthrough

Faced with growing problems and shared threats, concerned groups of citizens pull together, form associations and networks, and pursue shared objectives of peace and sustainability.

Business leaders recognize the groundswell of change in the thinking and expectations of their clients and customers and respond with goods and services that meet the shift in demand.

Global news and entertainment media explore fresh perspectives and emerging social and cultural innovations. A new vision of self, others, and nature surfaces on the Internet, on television, and in the communication networks of enterprises, communities, and ethnic groups.

In consequence, a new culture of responsibility and solidarity emerges in society. There is growing support for public policies that manifest social and ecological concern. Funds and capital are channeled from military and defense applications to the needs of the people who make up the bulk of society. Measures are implemented to safeguard the environment, create an effective system of food and resource distribution, and develop and put to work sustainable energy, transport, and agricultural technologies.

More and more people gain access to food, jobs, and education. More and more enter on the Internet as active dialogue partners. Their communication reinforces solidarity and uncovers win-win areas where mutual interests can be jointly promoted.

Decisionmakers in the sphere of national and international economics shift their operating principles from living on “natural capital” to living on “natural income.” (Natural capital consists of the accumulated riches of the earth, used and discarded, as in the burning of fossil fuels. When such capital is depleted, the economic systems based on it go bankrupt—they are unsustainable. Natural income, on the other hand, consists of the almost infinitely available resources of nature—above all, solar radiation—and of efficiently and effectively replenishable and recyclable resources. Economic systems living off natural income are intrinsically sustainable.)

In the business world a corresponding shift obtains in regard to the way natural resources are employed. The emerging objective is not to optimize labor-productivity (which has been the principal goal and preoccupation of business for most of the twentieth century), but to increase the level of resource-productivity. This means designing production processes and creating consumer goods so as to use the least amount of nonrenewable resources and maximize the share of indefinitely available or recyclable resources.

Supported by these developments, national, international, and intercultural mistrust, ethnic conflict, racial oppression, economic inequity, and gender inequality give way to mutual trust and respect, and a readiness to form partnerships and cooperate. Rather than breaking down in conflict and war, humanity breaks through to a sustainable world of self-reliant but cooperating communities, enterprises, states, and regions.





Which path will we take in the coming years? The answer is not in yet; we still have a window in time. But the window is closing, the chaos point is approaching. It may come as soon as the end of 2012.
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