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      Emily Purdy, also known as Brandy Purdy in the US, is the author of the historical novels The Confession of Piers Gaveston, The Tudor Wife and Mary & Elizabeth. An ardent book lover since early childhood, she first became interested in history at the age of nine or ten years old when she read a book of ghost stories which contained a chapter about Anne Boleyn haunting the Tower of London.
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      This is a work of historical fiction based on the life of Elizabeth Boleyn. Certain events, dates, locations, and characters have been altered, condensed, or invented.

    

  
    
      
        
          

        

      

      
         

        Life is but a cherry fair.

        
          — A popular medieval English proverb 
about the transience of life
        

      

      
        Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labor that I had labored to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.

        
          — Ecclesiastes 2:11
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