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Here we are, back to Victoria Lesser. Remember her? She’s the matchmaker you met in The Real Thing, the first book in The Matchmaker Trilogy, and she’s up to no good again. This time she deliberately sends Leah Gates into the wilds of New Hampshire at a time when Leah is losing her home and needs a new place to stay. She is a lifelong New Yorker—but a misfit there, she would tell you, since she was never able to stomach the high-power social scene that her ex-husband craved. But could Victoria have been kinder and sent her north in good weather? No! Leah arrives at the height of mud season with rain in the forecast for days to come.

I’ve lived through mud season in New Hampshire. It’s about snow melt from the mountains hitting miles-long dirt roads that are already saturated by their own snow melt, and when rains hit on top of that, there is no driving through. More pointedly, if you happen to make it to one little cabin in the woods when those rains hit, there is no driving out.

Leah’s predicament goes well beyond this. Needless to say, while she is stranded, she isn’t alone. Thanks to Victoria, she is stuck with one Garrick Rodenhiser, who has such a nasty past that only someone with Victoria’s optimism can wade through. Can Leah? I’m not telling. Nor am I alerting you to some of the anachronisms in this book, because they would be big-time spoilers. All I ask is that you suspend disbelief and enjoy the (muddy) ride.

Crossed Hearts was first published in 1987, then aptly titled Twelve Across because Leah’s job is creating crossword puzzles. Having always loved crosswords (I do them in ink!), I created one myself for the very first edition of this book, and, whoa, was it tough. Less tough, for me at least, was writing the love story in this book. I was captivated by these characters, and hope you will be, too!

Enjoy!

Barbara
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