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David Foster Wallace is the author of the novels Infinite Jest and The Broom of the System, the story collections Girl with Curious Hair and Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, and the essay collections A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again and Consider the Lobster. His writings have appeared in Esquire, Harper’s, The New Republic, The New Yorker, The Paris Review and other magazines. He is the recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship, the Lannan Award for Fiction, the Paris Review’s Aga Khan Prize and John Train Prize for Humour, and the O. Henry Award. David Foster Wallace died in 2008.

Praise for Infinite Jest

‘Extraordinary . . . an astonishing and vast epic of contemporary American culture . . . Wallace’s exuberance and intellectual impishness are a delight, and he has deep things to say about the hollowness of contemporary American pleasure . . . Wallace is a superb comedian of culture’

Guardian

‘Ambitious, accomplished, deeply humorous, brilliant and witty and moving. A literary sensation’

Independent

‘A remarkable satire on American entertainment and addiction . . . the book’s mixture of maniacal inventiveness and comic brio gradually becomes an addiction itself. Enormously readable and quite ridiculously entertaining . . . a book of our times’

Daily Telegraph

‘An exploding star of a novel . . . Wallace writes with authority, deep feeling and caustic wit’

Spectator
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These stories are 100 percent fiction. Some of them project the names of “real” public figures onto made-up characters in made-up circumstances. Where the names of corporate, media, or political figures are used here, those names are meant only to denote figures, images, the stuff of collective dreams; they do not denote, or pretend to private information about, actual 3-D persons, living, dead, or otherwise.

Part of “Little Expressionless Animals” makes use of the third stanza of John Ashbery’s “Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror” from John Ashbery’s Selected Poems (Viking Press, 1985, pp. 192–193).

Parts of “Westward the Course of Empire Takes Its Way” are written in the margins of John Barth’s “Lost in the Funhouse” and Cynthia Ozick’s “Usurpation (Other People’s Stories)”; p. 294 of “Westward” contains the first seven lines of “Usurpation,” from Cynthia Ozick’s Bloodshed and Three Novellas (Alfred A. Knopf, 1976, p. 132).

Acknowledgement is made to the following publications in which some of the stories in this book originally appeared: “Little Expressionless Animals” in the Paris Review; “Lyndon” in Arrival; “Here and There” in Fiction; “John Billy” in Conjunctions; “My Appearance” in Playboy under the title “Late Night”; “Say Never” in the Florida Review; “Everything is Green” in Puerto de Sol and Harper’s.
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