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Editor’s Foreword

The last decade of the century is a good moment to look back at some of the dominating individuals who have shaped the modern
         world. Makers of the Twentieth Century is a series of short biographical reassessments, written by specialists but aimed at a wide general audience. We hope that
         they will be useful to sixth-formers and students seeking a brief introduction to a new subject; but also to the ordinary
         reader looking for the minimum she or he needs to know of the life and legacy of the century’s key figures, in a form that
         can be absorbed in a single sitting. At the same time we hope that the interpretations, based on the latest research – even
         where there is not space to display it – will be of sufficient interest to command the attention of other specialists.

The series will eventually cover all the outstanding heroes and villains of the century. They can, as a sort of party game,
         be sorted into three – or perhaps four – types. Some can be classed primarily as national leaders, who either restored the
         failing destinies of old nations (de Gaulle, Adenauer, Kemal Atatürk) or created new ones out of the collapse of the European
         empires (Nkrumah, Jinnah). Others were national leaders first of all, but made a still greater impact on the international
         stage (Franklin Roosevelt, Willy Brandt, Jan Smuts). A further category were not heads of government at all, but achieved worldwide resonance as the embodiments of powerful ideas (Trotsky, Martin Luther King). The great tyrants, however,
         (Hitler, Stalin, Mao Zedong) are not easily contained in any category but transcend them all.

The series, too, aims to leap categories, attempting to place each subject in a double focus, both in relation to the domestic
         politics of his or her own country and as an actor on the world stage – whether as builder or destroyer, role model or prophet.
         One consequence of the communications revolution in this century has been that the charismatic leaders of quite small countries
         (Castro, Ho Chi Minh, Gadaffi) can command a following well beyond the frontiers of their national constituency.

At the centre of each volume stands the individual: of course biography can be a distorting mirror, exaggerating the influence
         of human agency on vast impersonal events; yet unquestionably there are, as Shakespeare’s Brutus observed, tides in the affairs
         of men ‘which, taken at the flood, lead on to fortune’. At critical moments the course of history can be diverted, channelled
         or simply ridden by individuals who by luck, ruthlessness or destiny are able to impose their personality, for good or ill,
         upon their times. Who can doubt that Lenin and Hitler, Mao and Gorbachev – to name but four – have decisively, at least for
         a time, bent the history of our epoch to their will? These, with men and women from every major country in the world, are
         the Makers of the Twentieth Century.

John Campbell
London, 1990





      
Chronology





	1929:

	King born on 15 January, in Atlanta, Georgia.



	1944:

	Enters Morehouse College, Atlanta.
Supreme Court declares ‘white primary’ elections unconstitutional in Smith v. Allwright.



	1947:

	King becomes assistant pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church.



	1948:

	Graduates from Morehouse College and enters Crozer Theological Seminary, in Chester, Pennsylvania.



	1951:

	Graduates from Crozer and enters Boston University.



	1953:

	Marries Coretta Scott.



	1954:

	Becomes pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama.



	 

	Supreme Court declares segregated public schools unconstitutional in Brown v. Board of Education.



	1955:

	Receives PhD from Boston University.



	 

	Montgomery bus boycott begins on 5 December. King elected president of Montgomery Improvement Association.



	1956:

	Montgomery bus boycott ends on 20 December.



	1957:

	Southern Christian Leadership Conference organized.



	 

	President Eisenhower uses troops to enforce school desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas.



	1958:

	King publishes Stride Toward Freedom. Survives knife attack by insane women.




	1959:

	Visits India and meets Nehru.



	1960:

	Student ‘sit-in’ movement begins. King jailed after sit-in in Atlanta.



	1961:

	‘Freedom Rides’ lead to desegregation of interstate travel.



	 

	King arrested in Albany, Georgia, on 16 December.



	1962:

	King arrested twice more in Albany, but campaign ends in failure.



	1963:

	Leads demonstrations in Birmingham, Alabama, 3 April-10 May.



	 

	Delivers ‘I Have A Dream’ speech at March on Washington.



	 

	John F. Kennedy assassinated on 22 November.



	1964:

	Leads campaign in St Augustine, Florida.



	 

	Civil Rights Act passed.



	 

	Publicly attacked by J. Edgar Hoover.



	 

	Awarded Nobel Peace Prize.



	1965:

	Leads campaign in Selma, Alabama.



	 

	Voting Rights Act passed.



	 

	Riot in Watts, Los Angeles, 11-16 August.



	1966:

	King leads campaign in Chicago, Illinois.



	 

	Becomes embroiled in controversy over ‘Black



	 

	Power’ during march in Mississippi.



	 

	Riots in Chicago and Cleveland.



	1967:

	King denounces war in Vietnam and joins peace demonstrations.



	 

	Riots in Newark, Detroit and elsewhere.



	 

	King announces plans for ‘Poor People’s Campaign’.



	1968:

	Leads march in Memphis, Tennessee, in support of striking garbage workers which ends in disorder.



	 

	President Johnson announces he will not stand for re-election.



	 

	King assassinated in Memphis on 4 April.



	 

	Buried in Atlanta, Georgia, on 9 April.



	1983:

	Congress votes to make King’s birthday a national holiday, beginning in 1986.
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