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Praise for Caroline Blackwood

‘Compulsive, cruel and brilliant’

Daily Mail

‘[Blackwood] writes with both gothic

verve and psychological precision’

Times Literary Supplement

‘A short, sharp, shock of a book . . . her characters have an emotional rawness in them that feels entirely modern’

John Self, Financial Times

‘[A] dark gem . . . an unsettling and, at times, almost unbearable creepy tale, with a genuinely shocking ending’

Guardian on The Fate of Mary Rose

‘This horrible, wonderful tale is testament to the fact that she had as much creative talent as her men’

Spectator on The Fate of Mary Rose

‘An eerie, gothic tale of the horrors simmering underneath the doilies and tablecloths of an apparently perfect home . . . I read it with wide eyes and unsavoury glee’

Sunday Times on The Fate of Mary Rose

‘Contained and ferocious, at once disarmingly and ambiguously candid about blistering feelings which are made to seem commonplace and all the more frightening for that’

Times Literary Supplement

‘The Stepdaughter is the perfect book for people who find Joan Didion too even-keeled, Renata Adler too fair-minded . . . In its own way, it’s a perfect novel’

Los Angeles Review of Books

‘A bracingly nasty book . . . Splendid,

dark, often very funny’

Megan Nolan, Telegraph

‘Blackwood was in fact a writer of rare distinction, the author of wit-drenched books about the wages of class, women’s inhumanity to women, bitchiness, greed, abjection, family, monsters’

New Yorker

‘Blackwood’s macabre humor teases out the farcical aspects of human behavior at its most awkward and unmanageable, addressing outrageous situations with glacial detachment and overtones of Gothic dread’

Gary Indiana

‘This chillingly profound story drips with classy darkness. A relationship drama, a doomed character study, and a one-way descent into the abyss via obsession, abduction and murder, this is a haunting cautionary tale for these true-crime obsessed times’

Janice Hallett

‘One of the greatest, darkest writers who ever lived . . . Her books are concise, mordant essays on evil’

Virginia Feito

‘Caroline Blackwood sits firmly alongside the greats like Shirley Jackson and Patricia Highsmith. She takes you deep into the foulest reaches of the human condition and leaves you breathless. The Fate of Mary Rose is a triumph of misdirection and self-delusion, reminding us that female fear is a story that has run through the ages’

Araminta Hall

‘Vibrates with a frenzied, manic menace . . . Parental tyranny looms large, of course, but perhaps even more forcefully depicted are the subjects of female containment, bondage and rage’

Lucy Scholes

‘Blackwood is an “expert analyst of female fury”, an outlook which is tempered by her deliciously dark sense of humour. She utilises black comedy as a means to engage with stories of the shocking difficulties faced by women and girls’

Irish Times

‘A devastating investigation of

neurosis, hysteria and cruelty’

Observer
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Caroline Blackwood (1931–1996) was born into an Anglo-Irish aristocratic family. She rebelled against her background at an early age and led a hectic and bohemian life, which included marriages to the painter Lucian Freud, the pianist and composer Israel Citkowitz, and the poet Robert Lowell, who described her as ‘a mermaid who dines upon the bones of her winded lovers’. Taking up writing in the 1960s, she soon demonstrated that hers was a mind as brilliant and ruthless as any of the men for whom she’d served as ‘muse’, and her novel Great Granny Webster was shortlisted for the 1977 Booker Prize.
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To Natalya, Genia,
Ivana, Sheridan and Cal
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