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Shirley Hazzard is the acclaimed author of six works of fiction. The Transit of Venus won the National Book Critics’ Award and her most recent novel, The Great Fire, won the National Book Award and the Miles Franklin Award, as well as being shortlisted for the Orange Prize and longlisted for the Man Booker Prize. She is also the author of Greene on Capri, a memoir of Graham Greene.

Shirley Hazzard was born in Sydney, Australia in 1931 and in the early years travelled the world with her parents due to their diplomatic postings. At sixteen, living in Hong Kong, she was engaged by British Intelligence, where, in 1947–48, she was involved in monitoring the civil war in China. Thereafter, she lived in New Zealand and in Europe; in the United States, where she worked for the United Nations Secretariat in New York; and in Italy. In 1963, she married the writer Francis Steegmuller. He died in 1994. Shirley Hazzard lives in New York City with sojourns in Italy.
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For Francis





Questo dì fu solenne: or da’ trastulli prendi riposo.

GIACOMO LEOPARDI

La Sera del Dì di Festa
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