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PROOF

Praise for Salvation City

‘Sigrid Nunez has long been one of my favourite authors because she writes with the deepest intelligence, the truest heart and the most surprising sense of humour’

Gary Shteyngart

‘Adept at matching psychological intricacy with edge-of-your-seat plots, the versatile Nunez gracefully entwines a classic coming-of-age story with a terrifying medical catastrophe and a profound battle between secular and religious viewpoints . . . Nunez brilliantly contrasts epic social failure and tragedy with the unfurling of one promising life, reminding us that even in the worst of times, we seek coherence, discovery and connection’

Booklist

‘Intellectually rigorous . . . prophetic . . . The great success of Nunez’s book is that the end of the world is filtered through Cole’s imperfect perspective, so that the collapse of society is no more devastating than first love, and deeply felt conflict rages as a young man tries to find something worth preserving in a place determined to obliterate the past’

Publishers Weekly

‘Atheists, a flu pandemic and a coming-of-age story collide in Nunez’s sixth – and perhaps best – novel’

Time Out New York

‘Salvation City is a wonderful, great-hearted novel that finds love and hope in the unlikeliest of circumstances. Cole Vining is a latter-day Huck Finn, and we grieve and cheer for him as he makes his journey, both physical and spiritual, through a devastated world’

Ron Rash, author of Serena

‘Class . . . is Nunez’s preoccupation, and she handles it with finetuned irony and no small measure of profundity’

Kirkus Reviews

‘Nunez has a deft hand with her narrator’s simple prose . . . and exposes profound questions. A good choice for all contemporary fiction readers. Fans of Cormac McCarthy’s The Road will find similar themes’

Library Journal

‘The beauty of the story rests in Nunez’s empathy for all – Pastor Wyatt, for instance gets treated right by his creator. Nunez is more interested in the conflict of faith and reason than a postapocalyptic society, and pandemics and adolescence turn out to be qualified crucibles’

Time Out Chicago

‘Brilliant’

People

‘A searing and sensitive novel . . . Rapture-ready pastor and sceptical teenager, faith and reason, ideological surety and human uncertainty engage one another with uncommon dignity in Sigrid Nunez’s generous imagining’

Barnes & Noble Review



 

 

Sigrid Nunez has published seven novels, including A Feather on the Breath of God, The Last of Her Kind, Salvation City and, most recently, The Friend, which won the National Book Award. She is also the author of Sempre Susan: A Memoir of Susan Sontag. Among the journals to which she has contributed are the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Paris Review, Threepenny Review, Harper’s, McSweeney’s, Tin House, The Believer and newyorker.com. Her work has also appeared in several anthologies, including four Pushcart Prize volumes and four anthologies of Asian-American literature.

Sigrid’s honours and awards include a Whiting Writer’s Award, a Berlin Prize Fellowship and two awards from the American Academy of Arts and Letters: the Rosenthal Foundation Award and the Rome Prize in Literature. She has taught at Columbia, Princeton, Boston University and the New School, and has been a visiting writer or writer in residence at Amherst, Smith, Baruch, Vassar and the University of California, Irvine, among others. Sigrid has also been on the faculty of the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference and of several other writers’ conferences across the country. She lives in New York City.
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