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‘[A] hilarious, absurdist debut collection . . . Reva delights in the strange situations caused by political dysfunction, while offering surprising notes of tenderness as ordinary people learn to get by. The riotous set pieces and intelligent gaze make this an auspicious debut’
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

‘Creative, poignant, and darkly hilarious, Good Citizens Need Not Fear is full of relevant questions about resistance, corruption, and maintaining dignity against the dehumanizing power of the State. This is an outstanding first book’

—Anthony Doerr, author of All the Light We Cannot See


‘Good Citizens Need Not Fear is the funniest, most politically astute book I’ve read in years. Reva’s pitch-perfect tone – especially at that comic junction where the absurdity of a system rigged to control human beings collides with actual humans – is bang-on brilliant’

—Miriam Toews, author of Women Talking

‘Luminous. With humour and real emotion, these stories speak of the heaviness of totalitarian systems and show how the light of our humanity still shines through. Terrific stuff’
—Yann Martel, author of Life of Pi

‘Maria Reva is a miracle writer: how else to explain how dark and suffused with light these stories are, how genuinely hilarious and very serious, how entertaining and thought provoking? You’ve never read anything like them, and together they make an incredible, strange and deeply exciting book’

—Elizabeth McCracken, author of Bowlaway

‘Reading this dazzling story collection, I discovered it’s possible to have your heart broken while laughing loud enough to wake the baby two doors down the hall. With their big, delightful dollops of surrealism and absurdity, these stories conjure up from the old Soviet-era Ukraine a world that feels, with its hall-of-mirrors twists and torques, uncannily – alarmingly! – on point and up-to-date. Good Citizens Need Not Fear marks the beginning of what is sure to be a long, strong career for the brilliant Maria Reva’

—Ben Fountain, author of Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk

‘Everything about this book is astonishing – its breadth and depth, its wit and originality, its inventiveness and intelligence and, maybe most surprising of all, its great big heart. We’ve been waiting for a writer as fearless and thrilling as Maria Reva, and Good Citizens Need Not Fear confirms that she’s arriving exactly when we need her most’

—Bret Anthony Johnston, author of Remember Me Like This

‘I have never read anything like these radiant stories. They are true originals – funny, devastating, and containing a weird, wild energy. These citizens, living in the literally collapsing buildings of Ukraine, will not be crushed or silenced. They have something urgent to say about where we are today’

—Deb Olin Unferth, author of Wait Till You See Me Dance
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