
[image: Illustration]


[image: illustration]




VIRAGO

First published in Great Britain in 2022 by Virago Press

Introduction, Selection and Editorial Matter Copyright © Elaine Showalter 2022

Letters of Vera Brittain copyright Mark Bostridge and T. J. Brittain-Catlin, Literary Executors for the Estate of Vera Brittain 1970

Letters of Winifred Holtby copyright Kingston upon Hull City Council, Literary Executor for the Estate of Winifred Holtby

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-0-349-01227-8

Virago Press

An imprint of

Little, Brown Book Group

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

An Hachette UK Company

www.hachette.co.uk

www.virago.co.uk




[image: illustration]

Winifred Holtby

[image: illustration]

Vera Brittain




CONTENTS

Dramatis Personae

Chronology

Note on Sources and Methods

PART I: 1920–1925

Introduction

Letters

PART II: 1926–1930

Introduction

Letters

PART III: 1931–1935

Introduction

Letters

Epilogue

Notes

List of Illustrations

Index




DRAMATIS PERSONAE

VERA BRITTAIN AND HER FAMILY

Brittain, Vera (1893–1970): spent her childhood in Macclesfield, Cheshire and Buxton, Derbyshire; in 1914 went up to Somerville College, Oxford to read English; left in 1915 to serve as a Voluntary Aid Detachment nurse in Buxton then London; became engaged to her brother’s schoolfriend Roland Leighton; posted in 1916 to Malta for eight months, and then Étaples in France, near the Front in 1917–18, followed by a further spell in London; suffered the loss in the war of her fiancé, her brother Edward and two close friends; returned to Oxford in 1919; there met fellow student Winifred Holtby. In 1925 Vera married George Edward Gordon Catlin, professor of political science at Cornell University; they had a son, John, in 1927, and a daughter, Shirley, in 1930. Her novels, The Dark Tide (1923) and Not Without Honour (1924), had only modest success, but in 1933 she published her memoir Testament of Youth, a bestseller in both Britain and the United States, and now regarded as a classic. In 1936 Vera oversaw Winifred Holtby’s posthumous novel, South Riding, to publication, and in 1940 published an account of their lives together as Testament of Friendship. In 1960 she edited a limited edition of her correspondence with Winifred, Selected Letters of Winifred Holtby and Vera Brittain.

Brittain, (Thomas) Arthur (1864–1935): Vera’s father, prosperous director of a family paper manufacturing business; committed suicide in the summer of 1935.

Brittain, Edith, née Bervon (1868–1948): Vera’s mother; one of four daughters and two sons of an impoverished musician.

Brittain, Edward Harold (1895–1918): Vera’s brother, educated at Uppingham School; volunteered in 1914; awarded the Military Cross for his bravery on the first day of the Battle of the Somme; killed in action in Italy on 15 June 1918.

Brittain Catlin, John Edward Jocelyn (1927–87): son and eldest child of Vera and Gordon Catlin. Later a businessman and author of a book about his family, Family Quartet (1987).

Brittain Catlin, Shirley Vivian Teresa, later Baroness Williams of Crosby (1930–2021): daughter and second child of Vera and Gordon Catlin. Cabinet minister in the Labour government 1974–9; co-founder of the Social Democratic Party 1981; Professor of Electoral Politics, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.

Bervon, Florence (1865–1936): Vera’s aunt, her mother’s eldest sister; with her partner Louise Heath-Jones ran St Monica’s School at Kingswood in Surrey, which Vera attended, and where both Vera and Winifred later taught.

Catlin, George Edward Gordon (1896–1979): Vera’s husband, son of a Congregational minister who later became an Anglican clergyman, won distinction in an abbreviated history course at New College, Oxford; converted to Catholicism; taught briefly at Sheffield, then took up a post at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, where he continued to teach after marrying Vera; knighted in 1970 for his work on Anglo-American relations. He preferred to be called George, but because that was also his father’s name, he went by the name Gordon until his father’s death in 1936; in the letters between Vera and Winifred, he is always called Gordon, and that name is used in this volume.

Catlin, Reverend George Edward (1858–1936): Vera’s father-inlaw, a clergyman, initially a Congregationalist, then in the Church of England.

Brittain, Muriel, later Groves (1879–1971): Vera’s aunt, youngest sibling of her father; married Henry Leigh Groves.

Groves, (Henry) Leigh (1880–1968): Vera’s uncle by his marriage to her aunt Muriel Brittain; wealthy heir of a brewing family, lived at Holehird near Windermere.

Chard, Standish (1880–1953): a distant American cousin of Vera Brittain, who lived in the New York area.

VERA BRITTAIN’S FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES

Brett, Jr, George P. (1893–1984): publisher, president of the Macmillan Company; welcomed Vera to the USA in 1934, when she arrived for her first lecture tour.

Heath-Jones, Louise (c.1869–1931): partner of Vera’s aunt Florence Bervon; the two women ran St Monica’s School. Latham, Harold (1887–1969): editor in the London office of Macmillan, he read part of Testament of Youth and accepted it for American publication before Victor Gollancz had accepted it for British publication.

Leigh, Colston (1901–92): founded the Leigh Bureau in 1929, a speakers’ agency still in existence, with a distinguished list of clients; he handled Vera’s American tour in 1934.

Leighton, Clare (1898–1989): artist; daughter of Robert and Marie Leighton, sister of Vera’s fiancé Roland.

Leighton, Marie Connor (1867–1941): a successful novelist, married Robert Leighton in 1889, mother of Roland, Evelyn and Clare.

Leighton, Robert (1858–1934): editor and author of boys’ fiction.

Leighton, Roland Aubrey (1895–1915): son of the writer Robert Leighton, schoolfriend of Vera’s brother Edward, engaged to Vera in 1915. Enlisted at outbreak of war; left for the Front in March 1915, mortally wounded in December 1915.

Notestein, Wallace (1878–1969): distinguished professor of English history; he was at Cornell University in the early 1920s and supported Gordon Catlin’s career.

Richards, Grant (1872–1948): notable London publisher, who launched his eponymous company in 1897; he published Vera’s first two novels.

Stamford, 10th Earl of, Roger Grey (1896–1976): friend of Gordon Catlin from New College, Oxford, who served as best man at the wedding of Gordon and Vera.

WINIFRED HOLTBY AND HER FAMILY

Holtby, Winifred (1898–1935): daughter of a prosperous Yorkshire farming family, educated at Queen Margaret’s School in Scarborough, showed literary talent when young; went up to Somerville College, Oxford in 1917; enlisted in the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps in 1918, was stationed at a WAAC camp near Abbeville in France. When she was demobilised, she returned to Oxford and met Vera Brittain in 1919. Published her first novel, Anderby Wold, in 1923, with moderate success; followed with The Crowded Street (1924), The Land of Green Ginger (1927), Poor Caroline (1931), Mandoa, Mandoa! (1933) and South Riding (posthumously in 1936), as well as volumes of short stories, poetry and non-fiction. In 1924 she became friends with Margaret, Lady Rhondda, who invited her in 1926 to become a director of Time and Tide, an important feminist periodical. She died at the Elizabeth Fulcher Nursing Home, Devonshire Street, London, on 29 September 1935.

Holtby, Alice, née Winn (1858–1939): mother of Winifred and Grace Holtby, wife of David Holtby; a woman of strong character, she was elected in 1923 to the East Riding County Council and in 1934 became the first woman to serve as alderman in the district.

Holtby, David (1860–1933): father of Winifred Holtby; until the First World War, a prosperous farmer in Rudston, Yorkshire; gave up farming in 1919 when conscription had made farm labour scarce.

Holtby, Grace, later Tolmie (1896–1928): Winifred’s elder sister and only sibling; married Dr Peter Tolmie in 1923 and died soon after the birth of her second child.

Coundouroff, Edith de (1888–1956): the wife of a Russian man, George de Coundouroff (1892–1919), who came to England to study agriculture in the pre-War era, and was taken in by the Holtbys; he was reported missing during the Russian Revolution, and Edith remained with the Holtbys for the next twenty years.

WINIFRED HOLTBY’S FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES

Archdale, Helen Alexander (1876–1949): feminist, suffragette, first editor of Time and Tide.

Halls Dally, John Frederick (1877–1944): doctor, authority on high blood pressure; treated Winifred in her last years.

Hamilton, Cicely Mary (1872–1952): actress, writer, journalist, feminist, part of the inner circle of Time and Tide.

Keun, Odette Zoé (1888–1978): Dutch novelist, journalist, artist; from 1924 to 1933, partner of H. G. Wells, and in that same period a friend of Winifred’s.

Leverkus, Dorothy Nellie Louise (1900–60): doctor based in the village of Chinnor, treated Winifred when she was at Monks Risborough.

Mannaberg, Edith, later Smeterlin (1898–1982): schoolfriend of Winifred; married in 1925 the Polish concert pianist Jan Smeterlin (1892–1967).

McWilliam, Jean, called ‘Mac’ (1881–1963): Winifred’s superior in the WAAC, later headmistress of Pretoria High School for Girls in South Africa; regular correspondent of Winifred’s, co-edited with Alice Holtby Winifred’s letters to her, published in 1937 as Letters to a Friend.

Millin, Sarah Gertrude (1889–1965): South African novelist who became a friend of Winifred’s.

Obermer, Edgar (1895–1958): Austrian doctor, specialist in blood pressure, treated Winifred, diagnosed Bright’s disease, and in 1932 apparently told her she might only have two years to live.

Pearson, Harry (1897–1976): childhood friend and neighbour of Winifred, an occasional but erratic suitor, assumed by Vera to be Winifred’s love interest.

Rhondda, Viscountess, Margaret Haig Mackworth (1883– 1958): businesswoman and active suffragette; founded Time and Tide; funded that periodical and other feminist and progressive organisations like the Six Point Group; met Winifred in 1924 and in 1926 made her a director of Time and Tide.

FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES OF BOTH VERA BRITTAIN AND WINIFRED HOLTBY

Benson, Stella (1892–1933): novelist and world traveller.

Bentley, Phyllis (1894–1977): prolific and highly regarded novelist from Yorkshire; her best-known novel, Inheritance (1932), is a portrait of the textile industry in the West Riding.

Blackwell, Basil Henry (1889–1984): son of the founder of Blackwell’s bookshop and publishers in Oxford. Took over the family business in 1924.

Brailsford, Henry Noel (1873–1958): a prolific left-wing journalist in the early twentieth century; lived with Clare Leighton from 1928 to 1937.

Burnett, Amy and Charles: Amy, née Francis, was employed by the Brittain-Catlins as a maidservant in September 1930; she married Charles Burnett in 1934 and he joined the household as butler and general handyman, while she was promoted to cook-housekeeper. They gave ‘unstinting and loyal service’ for over thirty years.

Dakers, Andrew (1867–1966): after success as a non-fiction author, Dakers became a publisher and literary agent.

Gollancz, Victor (1893–1967): the leading left-wing publisher and humanitarian. Gollancz founded his publishing company in 1927; in 1933 he published Vera’s masterpiece, Testament of Youth.

Gray, Dr: a female doctor who treated Vera and her children, and also Winifred, in London.

Jameson, Margaret Storm (1891–1986): a prolific and highly regarded novelist, originally from Yorkshire.

Kennedy, Margaret (1896–1967): a successful novelist, whose most famous work was The Constant Nymph (1924).

Reid, Hilda (1898–1982): a Somerville contemporary of Vera and Winifred, and the author of four historical novels.

Scott-James, Violet (1885–1992): journalist who worked for the Manchester Guardian and the Yorkshire Post; Vera and Winifred often relied on her to publish their articles in the ‘Women’s Column’, of which she was editor.

West, Rebecca (1892–1983): the celebrated writer, she was a director of Time and Tide, and is mentioned simply as ‘Rebecca’ in the letters between Vera and Winifred.




CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIVES OF VERA BRITTAIN (VB) AND WINIFRED HOLTBY (WH), 1919–1935

Biographical details are taken from the two major biographies: Vera Brittain: A Life by Paul Berry and Mark Bostridge (1995) and The Clear Stream: The Life of Winifred Holtby by Marion Shaw (2000).








	 

	1919




	April

	VB returns to Somerville College, Oxford;




	 

	changes subject to history




	October

	WH returns to Somerville College, Oxford




	 

	WH and VB meet at a tutorial with C. R. M. F.




	 

	Cruttwell, the dean of Hertford College




	Near end of Michaelmas Term

	VB humiliated in a Somerville debate organised by WH




	 

	1920




	April–July

	VB briefly engaged to Roy Anthony




	summer

	WH writing often to VB and to Jean McWilliams




	July

	VB and WH on holiday together in Cornwall




	summer–autumn

	VB an editor of Oxford Poetry




	August

	VB makes first visit to Bainesse, the Holtby




	 

	home at Cottingham




	 

	1921




	winter–spring

	VB and WH both writing novels, ‘Daphne’ and




	 

	‘Anlaby Wold’




	January

	WH writes to VB that Harry Pearson, her




	 

	erratic suitor, has become engaged while en




	 

	route to South America




	July

	VB and WH sit their final exams in the last




	 

	week of July




	 

	WH writes and WH and VB act in the




	 

	Somerville ‘Going Down Play’




	 

	VB and WH go to the Brittain family home at




	 

	Oakwood Court, London




	 

	VB and WH go to the Holtby family home




	 

	at Cottingham, hear exam results there; both




	 

	have seconds




	August–mid-October

	VB and WH spend six weeks in Italy and France, go to Milan, Venice, Florence, visit Edward Brittain’s grave at Granezza and Roland Leighton’s at Louvencourt




	autumn

	VB begins giving lectures at St Monica’s




	October–November

	VB ill with jaundice and a gall-bladder problem




	November

	VB and WH, with their families, attend Oxford degree ceremony




	December

	VB visits WH in Yorkshire before Christmas




	 

	VB and WH move into a flat at 52 Doughty Street, London, on 30 December




	 

	1922




	January–December

	VB and WH both lecturing at St Monica’s, also for the League of Nations Union and the Six Point Group




	March

	VB and WH both complete drafts of their first novels




	August

	VB and WH attend the League of Nations school in Geneva




	 

	WH’s novel Anderby Wold accepted by John Lane. VB disappointed that WH will be published first




	September

	VB and WH move to the top-floor flat at 58 Doughty Street




	 

	VB and WH meet Percy Harris, Liberal candidate in Bethnal Green, and work for him




	 

	1923




	January–December

	VB and WH both lecturing at St Monica’s




	February

	VB’s article on ‘Whole Duty of Women’ in Time and Tide




	March

	Alice Holtby, WH’s mother, elected to East Riding County Council




	 

	WH’s novel Anderby Wold published by John Lane




	April

	VB’s novel The Dark Tide accepted by Grant Richards with subsidy paid by WH




	July

	The Dark Tide published on 16 July




	 

	VB receives a letter from George Edward Gordon Catlin, known as Gordon, beginning a regular correspondence




	 

	WH visits Rudston with her mother




	autumn

	VB’s second novel, Not Without Honour, accepted by Grant Richards




	 

	WH hired by Oxford University Extension to give lectures in the Lake District




	September

	Grace Holtby, WH’s sister, marries Dr Peter Tolmie




	 

	WH and VB attend the League of Nations assembly in Geneva




	November

	VB and WH move from Doughty Street to 117 Wymering Mansions, Maida Vale




	 

	VB shifts her political support from the Liberal to the Labour Party




	 

	1924




	months not certain

	WH gives lectures and teaches to earn income




	February

	VB’s second novel, Not Without Honour, published




	 

	WH’s article ‘The Human Factor’ published in Time and Tide on 22 February – her first journalism; WH begins friendship with Margaret, Lady Rhondda




	March

	WH’s novel The Crowded Street accepted by John Lane




	 

	WH writing new novel, ‘The Runners’, about John Wycliffe




	April

	VB goes on League of Nations speaking tour in Scottish border towns




	 

	VB stops at Aunt Muriel’s in Windermere, flirts with uncle Leigh Groves




	before summer term

	VB and WH go on a fortnight’s holiday at Whipsnade




	June

	VB delays seeing Gordon Catlin on his return from the USA on 10 June; he proposes 15 June, she delays reply, falls ill




	July

	VB goes to Oxford to see Gordon, agrees to marry him on 5 July




	July–August

	VB continues to write and lecture




	August

	VB refuses to have sex with Gordon before marriage




	 

	WH’s article ‘Ladies First’ published in Time and Tide




	September

	Gordon sails for America on 10 September




	 

	VB and WH go to Geneva to report on the League of Nations for Time and Tide on 12 September




	September–November

	VB and WH travel in Germany, Hungary, Austria and Czechoslovakia




	 

	1925




	June

	VB marries Gordon Catlin at St James’s, Spanish Place on 27 June; they depart for a four-week honeymoon in Europe




	July

	WH declines offer to be headmistress of St Monica’s




	 

	VB appoints Andrew Dakers as her literary agent




	 

	VB working on an autobiographical honeymoon journal




	August

	WH goes to Yorkshire to help her family during an epidemic




	 

	WH uses time in Yorkshire to read Wycliffe and work on ‘The Runners’




	early autumn

	WH invites VB to meet Stella Benson




	September

	VB and Gordon sail for America on 11 September and WH goes to Geneva the same day




	autumn–winter

	VB increasingly unhappy as a ‘faculty wife’ at Cornell




	October

	WH spends a weekend at Stonepits in Kent with Lady Rhondda, meets St John Ervine




	November

	WH’s novel ‘The Runners’ rejected, and is never published




	 

	WH meets J. B. Priestley




	December

	WH spends time with VB’s family in London




	 

	WH with her own family at Cottingham over Christmas




	 

	1926




	January–August

	WH on a lecture tour in South Africa




	March

	VB and Gordon go to New York City for five months for his research; VB acting as his typist and assistant




	May

	WH planning new novel, The Land of Green Ginger




	July

	WH lands at Tilbury, spends a night with Brittain family in London, goes on to Yorkshire




	summer

	VB tells Gordon she will not return to the USA next year




	August

	WH has a holiday in Yorkshire




	 

	VB arrives Southampton without Gordon, met by WH, 13 August




	August–September

	VB and WH go to Geneva for League of Nations meeting




	September

	WH invited to become a director of Time and Tide




	autumn

	WH writing The Land of Green Ginger, and is much in demand as a journalist




	 

	WH and VB return to Wymering Mansions




	December

	VB and WH at Time and Tide party given by Lady Rhondda at Boulestin’s




	 

	1927




	January

	VB and WH stewards at Lady Rhondda’s debate with G. K. Chesterton




	 

	WH meets with Arthur Creech Jones about South African trade unionism




	February

	WH still receiving rejections for ‘The Runners’




	March

	VB sails with her mother to the USA, WH sees them off, 28 March




	April

	VB realises she is pregnant




	 

	WH meets and interviews Storm Jameson




	May–summer

	WH, Ballinger, and other left-wing politicians welcome Kadalie from South Africa




	June

	VB and Gordon return to London




	September

	VB, Gordon and WH move from Maida Vale to 6A Nevern Place in Earls Court




	autumn

	WH’s novel The Land of Green Ginger published




	December

	VB gives birth to John Edward Jocelyn Brittain-Catlin, 19 December




	 

	1928




	month not certain

	WH lectures in Halifax, meets Phyllis Bentley




	January–April

	VB has post-partum depression




	January

	VB left with baby as Gordon returns to America




	March

	VB left alone as WH goes to Yorkshire; WH’s sister Grace dies on 11 March




	late spring–June

	WH and VB attend memorial services for Mrs Pankhurst




	 

	WH returns to London, leaves again quickly for a motor tour of Ireland with Stella Benson




	 

	VB’s treatise Women’s Work in Modern England published




	summer–autumn

	WH holidays in Monte Carlo




	 

	WH publishes Eutychus; or the Future of the Pulpit




	November

	VB called as a witness at the prosecution of Radclyffe Hall for obscenity in The Well of Loneliness




	December

	VB sees Journey’s End, at the beginning of a big year for war memoirs and fiction




	 

	1929




	February

	VB engaged by Kegan Paul to write Halcyon, or the Future of Monogamy; it is published in September




	March

	VB responds to Gordon’s letter in which he says he wants to have an affair




	April?

	WH goes to Paris with Dot McCalman and Jean McWilliam at Easter




	May

	WH and VB campaign for Monica Whately in the general election




	 

	WH publishes A New Voter’s Guide to Party Programmes




	August

	WH goes to Monte Carlo with Jan and Edith Smeterlin




	September

	VB goes to Geneva with Gordon for the League of Nations




	 

	VB speaks at World League for Sexual Reform




	 

	WH looks after John Edward Catlin while VB and Gordon go to Vevey and Geneva




	 

	WH working on Poor Caroline




	Autumn

	WH making weekend trips to Yorkshire to care for her ailing father




	November

	VB begins working on Testament of Youth




	 

	VB, WH, and Gordon look for a larger house




	December

	VB learns she is pregnant again




	 

	1930




	April

	VB and family move to 19 Glebe Place, Chelsea




	April–May?

	WH writes play Judgment Voice, not staged, revised as story The Voice of God




	June?

	WH writes play Efficiency First




	July

	WH works on novel Poor Caroline




	 

	VB gives birth to Shirley Vivian Brittain-Catlin, 27 July




	August

	WH takes first plane flight to visit Lady Rhondda at Agay in the South of France




	 

	WH goes from Agay to Geneva




	autumn

	WH very active as a journalist




	 

	1931




	January–June

	VB rereading diaries and letters for Testament of Youth




	January

	WH publishes Poor Caroline




	spring

	WH leaves Jonathan Cape and signs a three-novel deal with William Collins




	summer

	WH on holiday in France




	 

	WH writing a study of Virginia Woolf




	 

	WH stays with Lady Rhondda at St Lunaire




	August

	VB settles on title Testament of Youth




	 

	WH stays with Violet Scott-James at Abondance, Haute-Savoie, has headaches




	 

	WH goes to Cap Ferrat with the Smeterlins




	August–September?

	VB takes her children to Rustington in Sussex




	 

	VB and Gordon go to St Raphael, WH cares for their children




	September–October

	VB and Gordon’s holiday cut short by his candidacy in election on 27 October




	 

	WH canvasses for Gordon, unsuccessful Labour candidate in October general election in which the National Government came into office




	 

	WH falls ill with the first symptoms of renal failure




	November

	WH convalesces with Clare Leighton at Monks Risborough, Buckinghamshire, 7–13 November




	 

	WH collapses, goes into a nursing home in Earls Court, 22 November until after Christmas




	end of the year

	WH begins writing Mandoa, Mandoa!




	 

	1932




	January

	WH convalesces at Sidmouth with VB




	 

	WH ill in Monks Risborough, Gordon in the USA




	February

	VB and children have chicken pox




	February–April

	WH still on a rest cure at Monks Risborough, has a revelation of her impending death




	March

	VB and Monica Whately drive to Monks Risborough, 11 March




	 

	WH has a visit from Harry Pearson, c. 17 March




	April

	VB invites Phyllis Bentley to stay with her in Chelsea




	May–summer

	VB invites Phyllis Bentley again; they quarrel




	 

	WH diagnosed with renal failure; sees a specialist, Edgar Obermer, who tells her she will die soon




	 

	WH returns to London, first to the Earls Court nursing home and then Glebe Place




	July–August

	VB, WH and the children, and later Gordon and his father, holiday at Sidmouth




	 

	VB visits St John Ervine at Sidmouth




	 

	VB’s father gives her an annuity of £500




	 

	WH’s Virginia Woolf accepted for publication, 28 July




	 

	Between visits to Sidmouth, WH visits family at Cottingham




	autumn

	VB and WH visit St John Ervine at Seaton, E. M. Delafield at Cullompton




	October

	Virginia Woolf published on 7 October




	November

	VB gives a lecture in Halifax, visits Phyllis Bentley, but cuts visit short due to illness




	December

	VB quarrels by post with Phyllis Bentley; they patch it up for a while




	 

	WH feeling better; conceives novel South Riding




	 

	1933




	January

	VB shows Testament of Youth to Harold Latham of Macmillan, who buys it




	 

	WH publishes novel Mandoa, Mondoa!




	February

	WH called to father’s bedside in Yorkshire




	 

	VB finishes writing Testament of Youth




	 

	VB learns that Victor Gollancz has accepted Testament of Youth, 16 February




	 

	VB attends party at Rebecca West’s




	March

	WH briefly in London, sees Cavalcade, writes an article on it




	 

	WH’s father David Holtby dies on 9 March




	 

	VB finishes revisions of Testament of Youth, delivers manuscript to publishers




	April

	VB takes children to Worthing for Easter, receives letter from Gordon critical of Testament of Youth




	 

	WH back in London working at Time and Tide, has to return to Yorkshire for family




	May

	WH publishes The Astonishing Island on 1 May




	summer

	VB quarrels with Phyllis Bentley over Testament of Youth




	June

	WH and VB spend a week at Painswick in Gloucestershire




	July

	VB, WH and Gordon holiday at Hardelot in France




	August

	Testament of Youth published by Gollancz, 28 August




	autumn

	VB warmly received at Somerville College, Oxford




	 

	WH feeling better; agrees to write monthly review for Good Housekeeping




	October

	Testament of Youth published in the USA by Macmillan




	 

	WH and VB visit Dame Ethel Smyth




	December

	VB signs contract with the American agent Colston Leigh for lectures and broadcasts




	 

	1934




	January

	WH and VB attend Dame Ethel Smyth concert and reception, 6 January




	February

	WH publishes Truth Is Not Sober, a volume of short stories




	March

	VB gives talks in Hull, visits WH




	March–May

	WH in Withernsea, Yorkshire, sees Harry Pearson




	 

	WH’s work on South Riding interrupted by other demands




	 

	WH’s mother Alice Holtby elected alderman, 18 March




	April

	VB ill, but leaves for holiday in Italy with Gordon on 11 April




	May

	VB visits Beatrice Webb at Passfield Corner




	 

	WH publishes article about attending Fascist meetings




	June

	VB visits WH in Yorkshire




	summer–autumn

	WH very active, gives talks on political causes




	autumn

	VB working on novel Honourable Estate when she goes to America to lecture




	September

	VB sails to America with Gordon; WH sees them off on the Berengaria in Southampton, 15 September




	 

	VB arrives in New York on 21 September and stays with George Brett in Connecticut; Gordon goes to Cornell




	 

	VB honoured at Macmillan reception, 29 September




	October

	WH’s study Women and a Changing Situation published, 5 October




	 

	VB begins speaking tour at Wheeling, West Virginia, 5 October




	November

	VB goes to Massachusetts and Toronto, back to New York on 6 November




	 

	VB spends Armistice Day with Gordon and the Bretts




	 

	VB attracted to George Brett, her American publisher




	 

	VB resumes tour on 16 November, has passionate farewell with Brett




	 

	VB spends Thanksgiving in New York with Gordon




	 

	WH courted by James Anderson




	December

	VB concludes tour, returning to New York on 4 December




	 

	VB sails for England on 14 December




	 

	VB arrives in England on 21 December, brief reunion with WH, who goes to her family in Cottingham. VB’s father is ill and her mother house-hunting and demanding; the children have mumps




	 

	WH writing play Take Back Your Freedom




	 

	WH with her family in Yorkshire for three weeks




	 

	WH catches mumps from VB’s son John




	 

	1935




	January

	VB and WH both at Glebe Place, WH has mumps




	January–March

	VB misses Brett, works on Honourable Estate; Gordon returns




	February–April

	WH in Hornsea, Yorkshire, finishing South Riding




	 

	WH sees Harry Pearson intermittently




	March

	VB lecture tour from 11 March in the north of England; sees WH in Hornsea




	 

	Gordon leaves for two months in Russia, 23 March




	 

	VB lovesick over Brett; Gordon decides to resign from his job at Cornell and stand for Parliament




	April

	WH joins VB at Tenby, Pembrokeshire




	 

	WH, despite illness, planning to go to Africa again




	May

	Gordon returns from Russia




	 

	WH and VB attend celebrations for the Silver Jubilee of George V and Queen Mary, 6 May




	June

	VB meets George Brett in London for business, 6 June




	July

	VB says farewell to Brett, with no sign he shares her feelings




	 

	VB and Gordon go to Staffordshire for research on her novel Honourable Estate, visit Buxton




	 

	WH reviews T. E. Lawrence’s Seven Pillars of Wisdom




	 

	WH goes to Malvern Festival with Lady Rhondda, meets George Bernard Shaw




	 

	VB and children go to Wimereux on holiday, 31 July




	August

	VB’s father, Arthur Brittain, commits suicide in London by drowning on the night of 1–2 August, WH goes to France to bring VB the news




	 

	VB goes to her family in London; Gordon falls ill; WH stays with the children in France




	 

	WH returns from France, goes to visit her mother




	September

	VB takes Gordon to convalesce in Brighton




	 

	WH completes South Riding




	 

	WH moves from Glebe Place into the Elizabeth Fulcher Nursing Home, 9 September




	 

	WH dies of Bright’s disease, 29 September




	October

	VB attends WH’s memorial service at St Martin-in-the-Fields, 1 October




	 

	WH’s funeral at Rudston, 2 October




	 

	1936




	March

	South Riding published




	 

	1937




	April

	Publication of Letters to a Friend, edited by Alice Holtby and Jean McWilliam




	November

	Publication of Pavements at Anderby, short stories by WH, edited by VB and Hilda Reid




	 

	1938




	January

	Film of South Riding released in London on 4 January




	 

	1939




	July

	Alice Holtby dies on 31 July




	 

	1940




	January

	VB publishes Testament of Friendship: The Story of Winifred Holtby
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