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Praise for Gayl Jones

‘An American writer with a powerful sense of vital inheritance, of history in the blood’ John Updike

‘Gayl Jones is an important American writer … The Healing examines precisely what its title announces: healing from silence, from physical attacks and treachery, from spiritual and cultural isolation, from the pain of old-fashioned, aching, bluesy love. Like the talking cure, The Healing depends on free association, a gradual building of connections and insights that culminates in a giddy outpouring of language. It is also a very funny book, an adjective I would not use to describe any of Jones’s earlier work, and it is much more broadly hopeful … A moving affirmation of forgiveness and trust … The Healing should be cause for hope, sustenance and even celebration’ Valerie Sayers, New York Times

‘Still compelled by the southern speech and taut, sparring dialogue of the early fiction, [The Healing] has a witty, savvy, sometimes cynical edge … As Harlan trawls black culture, Jones slyly combines folksy, vernacular wisdom with discursive flights. Into this fluid pastiche she mixes pop culture – Oprah, Denzel, Tina Turner – with allusions to Chaucer, Henry James, Ralph Ellison, Ishmael Reed … the novel’s richness lies in its entertaining meandering, and the vitality of its spoken rhythms’ Maya Jaggi, Guardian

‘A major literary event … surprising, romantic and wholly satisfying’ Newsweek

‘One of the most distinguished African American women of letters, Jones offers her first novel to be published in twenty years. It is gripping, beautiful and well worth the wait’ Ms. Magazine

‘Gayl Jones’s work remains essential and vital; I will be rereading her catalogue for the rest of my life’ Kima Jones, Nylon
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Gayl Jones was born in Kentucky in 1949. She attended Connecticut College and Brown University; she has taught at Wellesley and the University of Michigan.
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