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Praise for E. NESBIT

‘I love her books – particularly the Five Children and It sequence’
NEIL GAIMAN

‘There were fantasy writers before Edith Nesbit but she is the one that brought the magical and the mundane together in a moment of nuclear fusion. She opened the door in the magic wardrobe, pointed the way to platform nine and three quarters.
She even had a hand in building the Tardis. And these are among her minor achievements. She is also simply the funniest writer we have ever had, while being the one who could most easily and sweetly break your heart with a phrase. Just try saying “Daddy oh my Daddy” without catching your breath. She made the magic worlds feel as near as the Lewisham Road and she bathed the Lewisham Road in magic’
FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE

‘My all-time favourite classic children’s author’
JACQUELINE WILSON

‘Edith Nesbit, born in 1858, was more than a century older than I was, but the tone of her stories spoke to me directly, and as a writer for children, I have tried to remember how much I appreciated not being talked down to. The cheerful, child-centred anarchy of Five Children and It is still my inspiration and delight’
KATE SAUNDERS

‘E. Nesbit belongs with those writers of children’s books who are successful because of their skills as storytellers. Indeed, she was one of the first. She speaks to the reader, and it’s almost as though you can hear her voice’
QUENTIN BLAKE
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Edith Nesbit (1858–1924) is one of the most important and innovative children’s writers who ever lived. She was born in Kennington and spent most of her life in south-east London and Kent. Nesbit wrote over forty books for children, the most famous being The Railway Children and Five Children and It, which have never been out of print.

Nesbit is considered the first modern children’s author and her work influenced classic writers such as C. S. Lewis, J.M. Barrie and Arthur Ransome. Today she is still cited as an inspiration by many of our most successful children’s writers, including J. K. Rowling, Neil Gaiman, Jacqueline Wilson, Frank Cottrell-Boyce and Kate Saunders. Frank Cottrell-Boyce said: ‘There were fantasy writers before Edith Nesbit but she is the one that brought the magical and the mundane together in a moment of nuclear fusion. She opened the door in the magic wardrobe, pointed the way to platform nine and three quarters. She even had a hand in building the Tardis. And these are among her minor achievements. She is also simply the funniest writer we have ever had, while being the one who could most easily and sweetly break your heart with a phrase.’


 

 

Books by E. Nesbit available from Virago

The Railway Children

THE BASTABLE SERIES:

The Story of the Treasure Seekers

The Wouldbegoods

New Treasure Seekers

THE PSAMMEAD SERIES:

Five Children and It

The Phoenix and the Carpet

The Story of the Amulet
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To

My Dear Godson
Hubert Griffith
and his sister
Margaret

TO HUBERT

Dear Hubert, if I ever found

A wishing-carpet lying round,

I’d stand upon it, and I’d say:

‘Take me to Hubert, right away!’

And then we’d travel very far

To where the magic countries are

That you and I will never see,

And choose the loveliest gifts for you, from me.

But oh! alack! and well-a-day!

No wishing-carpets come my way.

I never found a Phoenix yet,

And Psammeads are so hard to get!

So I can give you nothing fine—

Only this book, your book and mine,

And hers, whose name by yours is set;

Your book, my book, the book of Margaret!

E. NESBIT

DYMCHURCH

September, 1904
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