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Pat Barker was born in Thornaby-on-Tees in 1943. She was educated at the local grammar school and at the London School of Economics where she studied economics, politics and history. She taught history at a college of further education in the North-east, but left in 1970 on the birth of her son. Her daughter was born four years later. Union Street, her first novel, was published by Virago in 1982 to huge critical acclaim and was made into a film, Stanley and Iris. The following year Pat Barker was chosen as one of the twenty ‘Best of Young British’ novelists, was joint winner of the Fawcett Prize for fiction and runner-up for the Guardian Fiction Prize. Virago published her second novel, Blow Your House Down, in 1984 and her third, The Century’s Daughter, in 1986. Her other novels include The Man Who Wasn’t There (1989) and the highly acclaimed trilogy: Regeneration (1991), The Eye in the Door, winner of the 1993 Guardian Fiction Prize, and The Ghost Road which won Pat Barker the Booker Prize in 1995. Pat Barker lives in Durham with her husband.
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All characters in this book are the invention of the author. None is identical with any person living or dead, neither do any of the described episodes coincide with actual events.
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