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Nina Bawden (1925–2012) was born in London, but grew up in different parts of the UK: in Norfolk, where her mother was born, and in Wales, where she went to school as an evacuee during the Second World War. She is one of Britain’s best-loved writers for both adults and children, and many of her books have become contemporary classics, among them Carrie’s War, which has been adapted for screen and stage, and The Peppermint Pig, which won the Guardian Fiction Award. She wrote over forty novels and she was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, as well as winning the prestigious S. T. Dupont Golden Pen Award for a lifetime’s contribution to literature.
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In memory of my mother, Judy Mabey,
who kept alive this true story of Henry,
and for Sam, Matthew, Ottilie and David,
who are too young to have heard her tell it.
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