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GRACE PALEY

Begin Again

Grace Paley was born in New York in 1922, the child of Jewish parents who arrived from Russia at the turn of the century. They settled in the poor quarter of Lower East Side Manhattan, her mother working in sweatshops, her father struggling to become a doctor. She grew up amidst the vivid life of immigrant New York, a creature of two cultures, her father teaching her Yiddish and Russian, the people around her – those improbable people you meet every day in the street – providing the raw material for her future work.

She had little formal education – she was too busy writing poetry and reading voraciously to finish school – and began to write fiction in the fifties. Her first volume of short stories was The Little Disturbances of Man (1959). Throughout the sixties her stories appeared in Esquire, the Atlantic and New American Review; in 1974 a second volume, Enormous Changes at the Last Minute was published and in 1985, Later the Same Day (both of these are also published by Virago). Begin Again, a collection of her poetry, was published in 1993.

She never published a novel: ‘Art is too long,’ she said, ‘and life is too short. There’s a lot more to do in life than just writing.’ Grace Paley taught literature at Columbia College, Syracuse University and Sarah Lawrence College in New York, but her most important distraction from writing is politics. She was a pacifist and devoted enormous energy to anti-war movements, in particular to her long and active commitment against the war in Vietnam.

Grace Paley died in 2007.
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ISBN: 978-0-3490-0913-1

Copyright © 1985, 1991, 1992, 2000, and 2001 by Grace Paley

Some of the poems in this collection were first published, some in slightly different versions, in the following books: Leaning Forward (Granite Press, 1985), 365 Reasons Not to Have Another War (War Resisters League, 1989), Long Walks and Intimate Talks (The Feminist Press, 1991), New and Collected Poems (Tilbury House, 1992) and magazines: Chelsea, Field, Ikon, Persea, Shankpainter, Sunbury, Win Magazine, Alaska Quarterly Review, Women and Art.
“What would happen” was issued as a broadside in a letterpress limited edition under the title “Goldenrod” (Granite Press, 1983).
“Families” and “On the Ramblas A Tree A Girl” are reprinted by permission of The Feminist Press at the City University of New York from Long Walks and Intimate Talks by Grace Paley, 1991.

The publisher and author would like to extend special thanks to Bea Gates for extracting many of the poems in this book from Grace Paley’s notebooks.
And special thanks to Jane Cooper.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher.

The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.
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For Bob

For Jeanne, my sister
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