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Angela Carter

Angela Carter (1940–1992) was born in Eastbourne and brought up in south Yorkshire. One of Britain’s most original and disturbing writers, she read English at Bristol University and wrote her first novel, Shadow Dance, in 1965. The Magic Toyshop won the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize in 1969 and Several Perceptions won the Somerset Maugham Prize in 1968. More novels followed and in 1974 her translation of the fairy tales of Charles Perrault was published, and in the early nineties she edited the Virago Book of Fairy Tales (2 vols). Her journalism appeared in almost every major publication; a collection of the best of these were published by Virago in Nothing Sacred (1982). She also wrote poetry and a film script together with Neil Jordan of her story ‘The Company of Wolves’. Her last novel, Wise Children, was published to widespread acclaim in 1991. Angela Carter’s death at age fifty-one in February 1992 ‘robbed the English literary scene of one of its most vivacious and compelling voices’ (Independent).
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Heroes and Villains
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The Infernal Desire Machines of Doctor Hoffman

The Passion of New Eve

Black Venus’s Tale

Nights at the Circus

Wise Children

Short Stories

Fireworks: Nine Profane Pieces

The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories

Black Venus

Wayward Girls and Wicked Women:

An Anthology of Stories (editor)

The Virago Book of Fairy Tales (editor)

The Second Virago Book of Fairy Tales (editor)

American Ghosts And Old World Wonders

Burning Your Boats: The Complete Short Stories

Angela Carter’s Book of Fairy Tales (editor)
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The Sadeian Woman: An Exercise in Cultural History

Nothing Sacred: Selected Writings

Expletives Deleted: Selected Writings
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‘The mind is a kind of theatre, where several perceptions successively make their appearance, pass, re-pass, glide away and mingle in an infinite variety of postures and situations.’

David Hume
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