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DON’T LOOK NOW
 SHORT STORIES

‘The child struggled to her feet and stood before him, the pixie hood falling from her head on to the floor. He stared at her, incredulity turning to horror, to fear.’

John and Laura have come to Venice to escape the pain of their young daughter’s death. But when they encounter two old women who claim to have second sight, they find that instead of laying their ghosts to rest they become caught up in a train of increasingly strange and violent events. The other four stories in this chilling collection also explore deep fears and longings: a lonely teacher investigates a mysterious American couple; a young woman confronts her father’s past; a party of pilgrims meet disaster in Jerusalem; a scientist harnesses the power of the mind, to chilling effect.

‘One of the last century’s most original literary talents’  Daily Telegraph

‘Daphne du Maurier wrote two of the most  menacing tales of 20th-century fiction – “The Birds” and “Don’t Look Now”… Deeply unsettling as these films are (a line of birds on a climbing frame, or a glimpse of a little girl’s red coat), the stories can be equally chilling on the page – if not more so’  Guardian




THE WRITER

Daphne du Maurier (1907–89) was born in London, the daughter of the famous actor-manager Sir Gerald du Maurier and granddaughter of George du Maurier, the author and artist. Educated at home with her sisters and later in Paris, she began writing short stories and articles in 1928, and in 1931 her first novel, The Loving Spirit, was published. But it was her novel Rebecca that made her one of the most popular authors of her day. Besides novels, du Maurier published short stories, plays and biographies. Many of her works were made into films, including Rebecca, Jamaica Inn, My Cousin Rachel, ‘Don’t Look Now’ and ‘The Birds’. She lived for most of her life in Cornwall, the setting for many of her books, and in 1969 was awarded a DBE.


THE DESIGNER

Neisha Crosland initially studied graphic design at Camberwell School of Art. She fell in love with bold, modern-looking sixteenth-century Ottoman Empire textiles, and she transferred to the textile course. Her 1986 post-graduate show at the Royal College of Art was applauded, and she went on to form a collection for Osborne & Little. The desire to develop her own designs into finished products prompted Neisha to launch her own-label textiles and accessories in 1994.


BY DAPHNE DU MAURIER

FICTION

THE LOVING SPIRIT

I’LL NEVER BE YOUNG AGAIN

JULIUS

JAMAICA INN

REBECCA

FRENCHMAN’S CREEK

THE KING’S GENERAL

THE PARASITES

MY COUSIN RACHEL

THE BIRDS AND OTHER STORIES

MARY ANNE

THE SCAPEGOAT

CASTLE DOR

THE GLASS-BLOWERS

THE FLIGHT OF THE FALCON

THE HOUSE ON THE STRAND

RULE BRITANNIA

THE RENDEZVOUS AND OTHER STORIES

THE BREAKING POINT: SHORT STORIES

THE DOLL: SHORT STORIES

NON-FICTION

GERALD: A PORTRAIT

THE DU MAURIERS

THE INFERNAL WORLD OF BRANWELL BRONTЁ

GOLDEN LADS: A STUDY OF ANTHONY BACON, 

FRANCIS, AND THEIR FRIENDS

THE WINDING STAIR: FRANCIS BACON, HIS RISE AND FALL

MYSELF WHEN YOUNG

THE REBECCA NOTEBOOK AND OTHER MEMORIES

VANISHING CORNWALL


COPYRIGHT

Published by Virago

ISBN 9780349006611

All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

‘The Breakthrough’ copyright © The Chichester Partnership 1966

‘Don’t Look Now’ copyright © The Chichester Partnership 1971

Other stories in this collection copyright © The Chichester Partnership 1971

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher.

The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.
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