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      ‘Dark and witty tales from the gleefully inventive Margaret Atwood. Witty verve, imaginative inventiveness and verbal sizzle vivify every page’ Peter Kemp, Sunday Times

      ‘Atwood illuminates heavy themes with a lightness of touch, giving insight not only into the nature of stone but the trials and tribulations of flesh and blood’ Anita Sethi, Observer

      ‘This collection of short stories is charged with a delightful cheekiness. Atwood has characters here close to death, dead already, unwittingly doomed or – in one memorable case – freeze-dried; but her own curiosity, enthusiasm and sheer storytelling panache remain alive and kicking. Anyone keen to consign literary fiction to an early grave will have to deal with her first’ Independent

      ‘Stone Mattress, a collection of nine acerbic, mischievous, gulpable short stories, addresses themes that will resonate with anyone familiar with Atwood’s writing. Atwood’s gimlet eye and sharp tongue are turned on the ageing process to painfully accurate effect’ Harper’s Bazaar

      ‘With death tapping at her characters’ doors in more ways than one, Atwood shows herself, through these exquisitely inhabited inner lives and darkly funny stories, to be pulsing with more imaginative vivacity than ever’ Literary Review

      ‘Realism and ridiculousness, play and deadly seriousness, are held in fine balance throughout… Atwood’s prose is so sharp and sly that the effect is bracing rather than bleak’ Guardian

      ‘Nine darkly funny tales had me truly engrossed. The characters are sharply observed and the plots imaginative. Atwood deploys words with the precision of a Swiss watchmaker. Pithy, powerful sentences evoke intense emotion or add more background detail than you’d think possible in so few characters. Hers is the work of a true wordsmith. Atwood’s fast-paced tales had me gripped from the off. Stone Mattress is a delight to read – engaging, entertaining and wickedly witty’ Stylist

      ‘Told with Atwood’s exquisite economy of style, cuts deep’ Vogue

      ‘Typically compelling. Full to brimming with a dust-dry wit and thrilling, punchline sentences, eclectic in its plots but enriched by overarching themes. With their crackling dialogue and skilful time-tumbles, these “tales” of cruelty and regret at beautifully rendered, funny and alive, unflinching in their portrayals of the ageing process and unexpectedly poignant’ Irish Examiner

      ‘Here it is again, the sharp-clawed, gimlet-eyed, takes-no-prisoners Atwood whose humour is wickedly enjoyable. But there is beauty in this writing as well as harsh observational gems, and Atwood creates atmosphere with loving care, from the first sentence of the first story’ Herald

    

  
    
      
        
          

        

      

      Margaret Atwood is the author of more than forty works, including fiction, poetry and critical essays, and her books have been published in over thirty-five countries. Of her novels, The Blind Assassin won the 2000 Booker Prize and Alias Grace won the Giller Prize in Canada and the Premio Mondello in Italy. In 2005 she was the recipient of the Edinburgh Book Festival Enlightenment Award, for a distinguished contribution to world literature and thought. In 2008, Margaret Atwood was awarded the Prince of Asturias Prize for Literature in Spain. She lives in Toronto.

      For more information, visit www.margaretatwood.ca
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      Lady Oracle (1976)

      Dancing Girls (1977)
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      Cat’s Eye (1988)
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      Moral Disorder (2006)
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*If this collection can be said to have a clear uniting theme,
it might be that by a certain stage of life we've
all got at least one person we
would really like to kill’
Independent
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