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AUTHOR’S NOTE

It’s a familiar story: the starry rise and tragic fall of a rock band.

This is not that story.

This is one you haven’t heard—a tale of prophecy, a breakup, and the apocalypse.

At the center of it all: the Shivers.

From 2000 to 2010, the band rode the pop-punk wave to mainstream success. Earworm hooks, high-energy sound, and catchy sing-along choruses earned the band a huge fan base among America’s twenty million teens. During its red-hot career, the band released ten albums, six landing on the Billboard top 10.

It all came to an end when singer / lead guitarist Lily Lawless walked into a police station and confessed to murder.

All that feels like a long time ago now. When you hear the music of your carefree youth playing as Muzak in big-box stores, you know you’re getting old. As if in compensation, music has an almost magical way of resurrecting the past.

Hearing one of the Shivers’ songs, suddenly I’m twenty again, driving fast down a country road on a summer night. A buzzed pal straddles the passenger-door window frame and shouts along with the radio: “We’re not satisfied!”

I also remember driving up from central New Jersey over two weekends to attend the Armageddon Battle of the Bands in ’99. The epic showdown between the Shivers and Universal Priest, the bloody riot that claimed the lives of nine people. In the nightmarish stampede of howling bodies, my foot got crushed. Even today, sometimes, it hurts like hell.

Lily’s confession proved lurid but included few details. A vague motive. No body and no murder weapon.

What drove her to do it? What made her confess ten years later, at the height of stardom?

So many questions, but what I really wanted to know was what actually happened that last night at Armageddon.

On an impulse, I reached out to say I was a writer interested in hearing her story. To my complete surprise, Lily agreed to be interviewed. The rest of the band followed her lead, and suddenly I had the opportunity of a lifetime in my hands.

At last, the Shivers seemed ready to break their long silence.

I’d expected to put together a true-crime book that scratched an old itch. After numerous interviews over the course of 2022 and 2023, I got something else.

You guessed it. Prophecy. Death. Apocalypse. And yes, a breakup.

If even half of it is true, we’d all better start praying.

Either way, this is their story, and they’re sticking to it.








And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,

Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?

—WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS, “THE SECOND COMING”



In the year 1999…

Will come a great King of Terror

—NOSTRADAMUS



If you understand God, it is not God.

—SAINT AUGUSTINE



I take a bad situation, gonna make it right

In the shadows of darkness I stand in the light

—RANCID, “FALL BACK DOWN,” INDESTRUCTIBLE (2003)
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“DiLouie brings his sharp mix of heart and
horror to the end of the world with this clever story
about rock and roll, relationships, and destiny.”
—PETER CLINES, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR
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