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AUTHORS’ NOTE

The story you are about to read is real. One of the most modern and detailed CIA memoirs in print, this book has taken more than three years to meet CIA’s rigorous operational review process. As authors, we are committed to advancing the public’s understanding of, and appreciation for, professional intelligence operations and the incredible men and women who fight America’s spy war every day. As former CIA officers, we are unwavering in our commitment to protect America’s national security secrets and combat those adversaries who would try to use our memoir against the country we love. It is precisely because of these two commitments that we worked so diligently (and for so long) with CIA to bring you this story.

For this reason, too, we can’t tell you the real name of the country that we refer to in this book as Falcon. But we can tell you that it’s a place with centuries of history, a vibrant culture, a wonderful people… and a government implacably opposed to the United States and its allies.

When we showed CIA an early version of the story we intended to tell in this book, the Agency informed us that it considers the name of this country—along with other details that could be used to identify it—to be classified information. After much discussion, we agreed to coin the name Falcon for our target country, along with pseudonyms for other persons and places in our story, among them the name of a mole who penetrated CIA. We have made other changes to the mole’s identifying features, and these obfuscations seem fitting, in a way, as he was not unmasked until long after we left CIA—meaning that his identity was a mystery to us, too, during the time frame that we cover in this book.

In addition, we have changed certain other details in our narrative. It goes without saying that we have changed the true names of our CIA colleagues and their sources. By extension, we have altered superficial details that might be used to identify them, such as personal descriptors and the exact timing of events. We have also avoided describing certain techniques and technologies that are essential to modern-day CIA operations—but with no adverse effect on the basic story that we’re telling in this book, which at its core is a tale of human intelligence, not gadgets and gizmos. All dialogue has been reconstructed.

Despite these precautions, the heart of our account remains very much intact, and its deeper meaning shines through. Shadow Cell shows how a small band of misfits came together to take on the colossus of Falcon intelligence, and how in the process they wound up changing how CIA operates. But even more fundamentally, our story is a love letter to the courageous men and women who serve in the ranks of CIA. It is about an outstanding team that did outstanding work at a time when America needed outstanding bravery. The only reason we are the ones telling this story is that we eventually left CIA. As far as we know, every other member of the Cell is still on the inside. They are the real heroes, and this book is dedicated to them. Without their efforts and sacrifices, the world would be a much more dangerous place.
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