

[image: image]





[image: image]







Copyright © 2025 by Roy Peter Clark

Cover design by Keith Hayes

Cover copyright © 2025 by Hachette Book Group, Inc

Hachette Book Group supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The purpose of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our culture.

The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book without permission is a theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), please contact permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.

Little, Brown Spark

Hachette Book Group

1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104

littlebrownspark.com

First Edition: May 2025

Little, Brown Spark is an imprint of Little, Brown and Company, a division of Hachette Book Group, Inc. The Little, Brown Spark name and logo are trademarks of Hachette Book Group, Inc.

The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.

The Hachette Speakers Bureau provides a wide range of authors for speaking events. To find out more, go to hachettespeakersbureau.com or email HachetteSpeakers@hbgusa.com.

Little, Brown and Company books may be purchased in bulk for business, educational, or promotional use. For information, please contact your local bookseller or the Hachette Book Group Special Markets Department at special.markets@hbgusa.com.

ISBN 9780316567688

LCCN 2024944360

E3-20250324-JV-NF-ORI





CONTENTS

[image: image]





	Cover

	Title Page

	Copyright

	Dedication

	Ways to Read This Book

	Introduction: Write Your Way In

	I.  The Essay Only You Can Write

	From this section you can learn:

	* The shape, length, and key parts of a successful essay

	* How an essay can be a story, and how the best stories work

	* How stories can reveal your character, intelligence, and values





	II.  Grabbing the Reader by the Throat

	From this section you can learn:

	* How to decide what should come first in your essay

	* The value of placing something cool—or hot!—at the beginning of your story

	* What it takes to write a good lead, a first move that hooks the reader and captures the focus of the story

	* The writer always has choices—not necessarily good or bad—about ways to influence the reader.





	III. Choosing and Using a Prompt

	From this section you can learn:

	* The most common prompts used by colleges and universities

	* How to choose among a variety of prompts

	* How to find that special object that has a story hiding within

	* What it means to overcome an obstacle, and why this makes for a great story

	* How to transform the topic within a prompt into a story that only you can write





	IV.  Steps of the Writing Process

	From this section you can learn:

	* Good writing is not magic but the result of a process, a set of steps.

	* Focus is central to the process.

	* There are things you can do when you get stuck.

	* Rehearsal is the antidote to procrastination.





	V.  Craft of Honest Writing

	From this section you can learn:

	* Tools of originality to help you avoid the unethical borrowing of other people’s work

	* Strategies of writing and research that help you overcome the temptation to make things up

	* The most helpful and most honest way to deal with writing chatbots and other digital tools

	* Creating and presenting the most authentic version of yourself





	VI.  Writing with Your Authentic Voice

	From this section you can learn:

	* What we mean when we talk about a writer’s “voice”

	* Strategies to help you modulate your voice and influence the reader’s experience

	* How to write so you sound like yourself—or a little better

	* The value of reading your work aloud

	* How to read your own work and others’ with your eyes and ears





	VII. Anthology of Student Stories

	From this section you can learn:

	* How various writers solve the problems presented by a list of prompts

	* What diversity looks like within a creative group of young writers

	* How to appreciate a good essay

	* How to recognize ways a good essay might become better





	VIII. 100 Writing Tools

	From this section you can learn:

	* Tips and tricks the best writers use to do their best work

	* How to use these writing strategies more purposefully

	* How to build a workbench to store all your tools, now and into the future





	IX.  The Power of Revision

	From this section you can learn:

	* The differences between revision and proofreading

	* Strategies for taking a good essay and making it better

	* The ability to recognize what works in your essay and what needs work

	* How questions from a coach, or questions you ask yourself about a draft, can lead to something better





	X.  Learn and Inspire

	From this section you can learn:

	* What a truly great student essay looks like

	* How the best coaches work—help you can share with parents and teachers





	A Grading Rubric to Help You Judge Your Own Essay

	Acknowledgments

	Discover More

	Permissions

	About the Author

	About Contributor Michelle Hiskey

	Other Books by Roy Peter Clark






	Cover

	Table of Contents





Page List


	iii

	iv

	vi

	vii

	viii

	ix

	x

	v

	xi

	xii

	xiii

	xiv

	xv

	xvi

	xvii

	xviii

	xix

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	11

	12

	13

	14

	15

	16

	17

	18

	19

	20

	21

	22

	23

	24

	25

	26

	27

	28

	29

	30

	31

	32

	33

	34

	35

	36

	37

	38

	39

	40

	41

	42

	43

	44

	45

	46

	47

	48

	49

	50

	51

	52

	53

	54

	55

	56

	57

	58

	59

	60

	61

	62

	63

	64

	65

	66

	67

	68

	69

	70

	71

	72

	73

	74

	75

	76

	77

	78

	79

	80

	81

	82

	83

	84

	85

	86

	87

	88

	89

	90

	91

	92

	93

	94

	95

	96

	97

	98

	99

	100

	101

	102

	103

	104

	105

	106

	107

	108

	109

	110

	111

	112

	113

	114

	115

	116

	117

	118

	119

	120

	121

	122

	123

	124

	125

	126

	127

	128

	129

	130

	131

	132

	133

	134

	135

	136

	137

	138

	139

	140

	141

	142

	143

	144

	145

	146

	147

	148

	149

	150

	151

	152

	153

	154

	155

	156

	157

	158

	159

	160

	161

	162

	163

	164

	165

	166

	167

	168

	169

	170

	171

	172

	173

	174

	175

	176

	177

	178

	179

	180

	181

	182

	183

	184

	185

	186

	187

	188

	189

	190

	191

	192

	193

	194

	195

	196

	197

	198

	199

	200

	201

	202

	203

	204

	205

	206

	207

	208

	209

	210

	211

	212

	213

	214

	215

	216

	217

	218

	219

	220

	221

	222

	223

	224

	225

	226

	227

	228

	229

	230

	231

	232

	233

	234

	235

	236

	237

	238

	249

	250

	251

	ii




OEBPS/images/9780316567688.jpg
WRITING TOOLS for
the COLLEGE

ADMISSIONS ESSAY

WRITE YOUR WAY INTO
THE SCHOOL OF YOUR DREAMS

ROY PETER CLARK

AUTHOR OF THE BESTSELLING

Writing Tools: 55 Essential Strategies for Every Writer





OEBPS/images/Art_chorn.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_tit.jpg
WRITING

TOOLS
/ézéé

COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS
ESSAY

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Roy PETER CLARK





