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They that go down to the sea in ships,

that do business in great waters;

These see the works of the Lord,

and his wonders in the deep.

For he commandeth,

and raiseth the stormy wind,

which lifteth up the waves thereof.

They reel to and fro,

and stagger like a drunken man,

and are at their wits’ end.

Then are they glad because they be quiet;

so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.
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—Psalm 107:23–25, 107:27, 107:30







PROLOGUE

“WONDERS IN THE DEEP”

(Psalm 107:24)

At 11:09 a.m. on June 4, 1944, when the destroyer escort USS Chatelain heard the distinctive sound of a sonar hit on her elusive prey, the German submarine U-505, three men’s lives changed—two for the better and one for the worse.

For Captain Daniel Gallery aboard USS Guadalcanal, the aircraft carrier leading the task group of which Chatelain was a part, that sharp, metallic ping had resounded like the tolling of a Gothic cathedral bell. Earlier that morning—a Sunday, notably—Gallery had faithfully attended Mass on the flight deck, and now Chatelain’s revelation that the submarine he’d sought for months had been delivered unto him answered his prayers.

He had always known this day would come. For Gallery, his destiny had been inscribed, as he put it, in the “Book of Fate.” His long, winding path to this moment had been providentially ordained by the Lord, and he had treaded it dutifully. By endeavoring to fulfill His ends, just reward was now his.

For Commander Kenneth Knowles in Washington, D.C., on the other hand, Fate, Providence, Destiny—whatever you wanted to call it—had nothing to do with the matter. There, he headed the most secret room in the United States, known only as F-21—the submarine-tracking unit of the Navy’s mysterious Tenth Fleet, which was tasked with a single mission: Hunt and kill Nazi U-boats.

There, Knowles acted as a storyteller in the sense that he told stories about submarines. He could imagine, just like a novelist or screenwriter, what they would do, how they would do it, and why they did it because he understood them as real characters, not as mere mechanical objects moving to and fro. As a master of narrative, he had known, or at least suspected, that U-505 would be where he said she would be, and he had guided Gallery to this rendezvous. His colleague may have believed that he was unrolling a sacred scroll, but Knowles was in fact writing it as he went.

And finally, for Oberleutnant zur See (Senior Lieutenant) Harald Lange, luckless commander of U-505, his number had finally come up when he ran straight into Gallery and was hurled headlong into a personal hell. From Lange’s perspective, his fall was due to none but the haphazard of chance, the play of dice, the joker in the deck. At one key moment, for instance, had he turned this way rather than that, U-505 would never have intersected with Gallery.

But such were the vagaries of war. And Lange, like every U-boat captain, spun the wheel of fortune every time he ventured onto the high seas. He had been lucky so far, but U-505 was notorious for being the unluckiest boat within the German submarine fleet. Now, it seemed, the odds had caught up with him.

As different as they were, all three men served in phantom fleets—Lange in one that could not be found, and the Americans in one that did not exist. Common, too, was that by whichever route they had taken to their destination—via Providence, Imagination, or Fortune—it had been a long Odyssean voyage for the three of them.

But one way or another, it would end here, very soon.

It had begun, however, nearly two and a half years earlier, in the grim aftermath of Operation Drumbeat—the German attack on America.






ACT 1

“THEIR WITS’ END”

(Psalm 107:27)
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